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Introduction 

Drama is one of the oldest and most fascinating forms of literature. It combines words, actions, 

emotions and performance to present stories that reflect human life and society. Unlike other literary 

genres, drama is written to be performed on the stage, making it a lively and engaging medium of 

expression. Through drama, readers and audiences experience different emotions, ideas and cultures 

while developing critical thinking, communication skills and an appreciation of literature. 

Drama is one of the most dynamic and influential forms of literature because it combines story, 

dialogue, action, and performance. It reflects human life, emotions, and society in a vivid and realistic 

way. Through its engaging characters, meaningful conflicts, and powerful themes, drama both 

entertains and educates. As a major literary genre, it helps readers and audiences understand 

themselves, appreciate different cultures, and develop empathy, imagination, and communication 

skills. For these reasons, drama continues to remain an essential and enduring part of world literature 

This note has been carefully prepared according to the prescribed syllabus to help students 

understand the fundamental concepts of drama in a simple and systematic way. It introduces the origin, 

growth, characteristics and major types of drama before presenting two significant plays: The Comedy 

of Errors by William Shakespeare and All My Sons by Arthur Miller. The language used throughout 

the notes is clear, easy to understand and supported with explanations that encourage learning. It is 

hoped that this book will inspire students to enjoy reading drama, appreciate its artistic value and 

achieve academic success with confidence. 

. 
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B A III Semester V (NEP 2.0) -Major English  

Understanding Drama 

Syllabus 

 
Module No.  Subtitles of the Module  Page No 

I Drama as a Major Genre of Literature    

a. Definition and Elements of Drama 

b. Characteristics of Drama 

 

 

II Drama 

a. Rise and development of Drama 

b. Types of Drama (Comedy, tragedy, tragi-comedy, 

historical plays, problem plays, absurd theatre, etc) 

 

 

III Comedy        

William Shakespeare‘s Comedy of Errors 

 

IV Tragedy      

Arthur Miller‘s All My Sons  

 

 

 

Nature of Question Paper     (80 Marks)  
 

Q. 1. A. Multiple choice questions with four alternatives.      (10) 

(To be set on Unit I, II, III & IV) 

B. Show your acquaintance with the following: (Any 5 out of 7)    (10) 

(To be set on Unit I, II, III & IV) 

Q. 2. Answer the following questions in about 250-300 words.     (15) 

(A or B on Unit II) 

Q. 3. Answer the following questions in about 250-300 words.     (15) 

(A or B on Unit III & IV) 

Q. 4. Write short notes in about 100-150 words each. (Any 3 out of 5)    (15) 

(Unit I) 

Q. 5. Write short notes in about 100-150 words each. (Any 3 out of 5) (15) 

(3 to be set on Unit III and IV and 2 to be set on Unit II) 
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Module I - Drama as a Major Genre of Literature 

A) Definitions and Elements of Drama 

B) Characteristics of Drama 

Introduction 

Drama is one of the oldest and most popular forms of literature. The word ‗drama‘ comes from 

the Greek word dran, which means ‗to do‘ or ‗to act.‘ Unlike poetry and prose, drama is written mainly 

to be performed on a stage before an audience. It presents a story through dialogue, action, and 

performance rather than through narration. Drama entertains people while also teaching important 

lessons about life, society, culture, and human nature. 

Drama is a unique literary genre because it combines literature with theatre. A dramatic work is 

brought to life by actors, directors, stage designers, musicians, and technicians. The audience not only 

reads the story but also sees and experiences it through acting, costumes, music, lighting, and stage 

settings. Therefore, drama is often called the art of performance. 

Drama is one of the most dynamic and influential forms of literature because it combines story, 

dialogue, action, and performance. It reflects human life, emotions, and society in a vivid and realistic 

way. Through its engaging characters, meaningful conflicts, and powerful themes, drama both 

entertains and educates. As a major literary genre, it helps readers and audiences understand 

themselves, appreciate different cultures, and develop empathy, imagination, and communication 

skills. For these reasons, drama continues to remain an essential and enduring part of world literature. 

A) Definition of Drama 

Drama has been defined in different ways by scholars, critics, and dictionaries. Although the 

wording of these definitions may differ, they all emphasize that drama is a literary form written for 

performance. Unlike poetry and prose, drama is not only meant to be read but also to be acted before 

an audience. It tells a story through dialogues, actions, and stage performances, making it one of the 

liveliest and engaging forms of literature. 

In simple terms, ―drama is a form of literature that tells a story through dialogue and 

action and is written to be performed before an audience‖.  

This definition highlights the special feature of drama. A play is not complete when it is only 

read; it comes alive when actors perform it on the stage. The audience watches the characters speak, 

act, and interact with one another, making the story more realistic and enjoyable. Thus, drama 

combines the beauty of literature with the excitement of live performance. 
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The famous Greek philosopher Aristotle, who is regarded as the father of literary criticism, 

gave one of the earliest and most influential definitions of drama. According to him, "Drama is the 

imitation of an action." Aristotle believed that drama presents human actions and their consequences. It 

reflects the way people think, feel, make decisions, face challenges, and experience the results of their 

actions. Through imitation of real life, drama helps the audience understand human nature and learn 

valuable lessons about life. 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines drama as "a play for theatre, radio, or television." This 

definition shows that drama is not limited to stage performances alone. It can also be presented through 

different forms of media such as radio, television, and even modern digital platforms. Regardless of the 

medium, the basic purpose of drama remains the same to entertain, educate, and communicate ideas 

through performance. 

In the modern sense, drama is a literary work written in the form of dialogue and designed to be 

performed by actors before an audience using speech, action, music, costumes, lighting, and stage 

effects. Modern drama makes use of many artistic elements to create a realistic and memorable 

experience. It combines literature, acting, music, dance, stage design, and technology to present stories 

that reflect human life, emotions, and society. 

Drama has a unique nature that distinguishes it from other literary forms such as poetry and 

prose. It is primarily written in the form of dialogues rather than long descriptions or narration. Since it 

is intended for performance, it depends on actors, directors, stage settings, costumes, music, and 

lighting to bring the story to life. Drama presents human life through action and allows the audience to 

see characters expressing their thoughts and emotions directly on the stage. It also creates a close and 

immediate relationship between the actors and the audience, making the experience more lively and 

interactive. At the same time, drama not only entertains people but also conveys moral, social, cultural, 

and educational messages. Because of these distinctive qualities, drama is regarded as one of the most 

attractive, powerful, and influential genres of literature. 

Elements of Drama  

Every successful drama is built on certain important elements that work together to create an 

interesting, meaningful, and effective play. These elements help the playwright develop the story, 

present the characters, and communicate ideas to the audience. Without these basic elements, a 

drama cannot achieve its full artistic and emotional impact. 
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Plot 

The plot is the backbone or framework of a drama. It is the sequence of events that forms the 

story of the play. A well-planned plot keeps the audience interested from the beginning to the end. It 

presents the characters, introduces the conflict, develops suspense, and finally reaches a satisfying 

conclusion. A plot usually consists of five stages. The first stage is Exposition, where the audience is 

introduced to the main characters, the setting, the background, and the central situation. The second 

stage is Rising Action, in which the conflict or problem begins to develop and the audience becomes 

eager to know what will happen next. The third stage is the Climax, the most exciting and important 

part of the play, where the main conflict reaches its highest point. After the climax comes the Falling 

Action, in which the tension gradually decreases and the story moves towards its conclusion. Finally, 

the Resolution or Denouement brings the story to an end by resolving the conflict and presenting the 

final message or outcome of the play. 

Characters 

Characters are the people who take part in the drama. They perform the actions and speak the 

dialogues that move the story forward. A drama may include different kinds of characters such as the 

hero, heroine, villain, friend, parent, servant, king, queen, soldier, or teacher. Characters are generally 

divided into major and minor characters. Major characters play the central role in the story and 

influence the main events. For example, Joe Keller in All My Sons and Antipholus in The Comedy of 

Errors are major characters. Minor characters support the main characters and help in developing the 

plot. Good dramatic characters are realistic, interesting, believable, and capable of expressing human 

emotions and experiences. 

Dialogue – 

Dialogue is the conversation between the characters in a play. It is one of the most important 

elements of drama because the story develops mainly through conversations rather than narration. A 

good dialogue should be natural, simple, meaningful, interesting, and suitable for the character 

speaking it. Through dialogue, the audience understands the thoughts, feelings, personalities, and 

relationships of the characters. For example: 

Mother: Why are you late? 

Son: I stayed at school for football practice. 

This short conversation immediately gives the audience information about the situation and the 

relationship between the two characters. 
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Conflict- 

Conflict is the struggle, problem, or opposition that drives the story forward. It is the heart of 

every drama because, without conflict, there would be no excitement or suspense. Conflict may take 

different forms. In Person vs Person, one character struggles against another, such as two brothers 

fighting over property. In Person vs self, a character struggles with his or her own thoughts, emotions, 

or decisions, such as a student deciding whether to tell the truth or lie. In Person vs Society, a character 

faces social rules, customs, or traditions, for example, a girl fighting for her right to education. In 

Person vs Nature, a character struggles against natural forces like floods, storms, earthquakes, or 

droughts. These conflicts create tension and keep the audience interested until the end of the play. 

Theme 

The theme is the central idea or message of a drama. It expresses what the playwright wants to 

say about life, human nature, or society. Themes help the audience understand the deeper meaning of 

the story. Common themes found in drama include love, friendship, family, justice, honesty, war, 

sacrifice, greed, forgiveness, and responsibility. For example, Arthur Miller's All My Sons explores 

important themes such as family responsibility, guilt, honesty, moral values, and the consequences of 

selfish decisions. A strong theme gives purpose and meaning to the entire play. 

Setting 

The setting refers to the time, place, and social environment in which the events of the drama 

take place. It helps the audience understand the background of the story. The setting may be a village, 

city, school, palace, courtroom, or garden. It may also describe the time, such as morning, evening, the 

past, the present, or the future. In addition, the setting includes the social environment, such as a rich 

family, poor family, rural society, or urban society. A well-developed setting makes the story more 

realistic and helps the audience imagine the world in which the characters live. 

Action 

Drama is often called the literature of action because characters express themselves not only 

through words but also through physical actions. Walking, running, fighting, dancing, laughing, crying, 

hugging, and sitting are all examples of dramatic actions. These actions make the performance lively, 

realistic, and emotionally appealing. The audience understands the feelings and intentions of the 

characters not only through their speech but also through their movements and behaviour on the stage. 

Stage Directions 

Stage directions are special instructions given by the playwright to guide the actors, director, 

and stage crew. They explain how the play should be performed. Stage directions include information 
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about the entry and exit of characters, facial expressions, and tone of voice, body movements, lighting, 

music, sound effects, costumes, and stage settings. For example, a stage direction may read: (John 

enters quietly and sits near the window.) Such instructions help create an effective and realistic 

performance and ensure that the playwright's vision is properly presented on stage. 

Audience  

The audience is an essential part of drama because a play is written to be performed before 

people. Unlike novels or short stories, drama depends on the audience's presence and response. The 

audience watches the performance, listens to the dialogues, enjoys the acting, laughs during comic 

scenes, feels emotional during tragic moments, and learns important lessons from the story. Their 

reactions, such as applause, laughter, silence, or appreciation, often determine the success of a 

theatrical performance. 

 Language- 

The language used in drama should be suitable for the characters, the situation, and the theme 

of the play. Good dramatic language is clear, simple, natural, expressive, and emotional. It should help 

the audience understand the story easily while reflecting the personality and background of each 

character. Many playwrights also use humour, poetry, proverbs, symbols, and figures of speech to 

make the dialogues more attractive and memorable. 

Music and Sound 

Music and sound effects play an important role in creating mood and atmosphere in drama. 

Songs, background music, thunder, rain, footsteps, birds singing, doorbells, and other sound effects 

make the performance more realistic and emotionally powerful. They help create suspense, excitement, 

sadness, joy, or fear according to the needs of the scene. Effective use of music and sound enhances the 

audience's overall theatrical experience. 

Costumes and Props 

Costumes are the clothes worn by the actors, while props are the objects used during the 

performance. Common props include chairs, tables, swords, books, telephones, flower vases, and 

letters. Costumes and props help the audience understand the character's personality, profession, social 

status, historical period, and the setting of the play. They also make the performance more convincing 

and visually appealing. 

All the elements of drama work together to create a successful and meaningful performance. 

The plot provides structure to the story, while the characters bring it to life. Dialogue expresses ideas, 

emotions, and relationships, and conflict creates suspense and excitement. The theme gives the play its 
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central message, while the setting creates the appropriate background and atmosphere. Action makes 

the performance lively, and stage directions guide the actors and directors. Language helps 

communicate ideas effectively, while music, costumes, and props make the performance realistic and 

attractive. Finally, the audience completes the dramatic experience by responding to the performance. 

If any of these elements is weak or missing, the overall quality and impact of the drama may be 

reduced. 

Drama is one of the most powerful and engaging forms of literature because it combines story, 

dialogue, action, and performance. It is not merely written to be read but to be experienced on the stage 

through live performance. The essential elements of drama—plot, characters, dialogue, conflict, theme, 

setting, action, stage directions, language, music, costumes, props, and audience—work together to 

create a meaningful and memorable theatrical experience. A clear understanding of these elements 

enables students to appreciate dramatic works more deeply and to analyse plays with confidence. 

Moreover, the study of drama develops language skills, creativity, communication abilities, critical 

thinking, and a deeper understanding of human life and society. 

B)  Characteristics of Drama 

Drama is one of the oldest and most popular forms of literature. It is different from poetry and 

prose because it is written mainly to be performed on a stage before an audience. Drama presents a 

story through dialogues, actions, and performances rather than through narration. It combines literature 

with theatre and provides both entertainment and education. The special qualities that make drama 

different from other literary genres are called the characteristics of drama. Understanding these 

characteristics helps students appreciate dramatic works more effectively. 

1. Drama is written for Performance 

The most important characteristic of drama is that it is written for performance. Unlike a novel 

or a short story, a drama is not complete until it is performed before an audience. The script is brought 

to life by actors, directors, musicians, and stage technicians. Through acting, facial expressions, voice, 

movement, costumes, and stage settings, the audience experiences the story in a lively and realistic 

way. This makes drama a unique and exciting form of literature. 

2. Drama is Presented through Dialogue 

Drama tells its story mainly through dialogue, which is the conversation between characters. 

There is very little narration in a play. The characters reveal their thoughts, feelings, and relationships 

through what they say. Good dialogue is clear, natural, meaningful, and suitable for each character. 
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Through dialogue, the audience understands the plot, the conflict, and the emotions of the characters. 

Dialogue is therefore one of the most important features of drama. 

3. Drama is based on Action 

Drama is often called the literature of action because actions are as important as words. 

Characters do not simply talk; they also move, laugh, cry, fight, dance, and express their emotions 

through physical actions. These actions make the story more realistic and interesting. The audience can 

understand the characters better by watching their behaviour as well as listening to their dialogues. 

Action keeps the performance lively and holds the audience's attention. 

4. Drama Presents Human Life 

Another important characteristic of drama is that it presents human life and human experiences. 

Most plays deal with real-life situations such as family relationships, love, friendship, honesty, justice, 

ambition, sacrifice, war, and social problems. The characters often face challenges similar to those 

experienced by ordinary people. By watching these situations, the audience learns about human nature, 

emotions, and values. In this way, drama becomes a reflection of society and everyday life. 

5. Drama Includes Conflict 

Conflict is the heart of every drama. It is the struggle or problem that creates interest and moves 

the story forward. Without conflict, there would be no excitement or suspense. The conflict may occur 

between two characters, between a character and society, between a character and nature, or even 

within the mind of a character. As the conflict develops, the audience becomes eager to know how it 

will be solved. Thus, conflict gives drama its energy and emotional power. 

6. Drama Has a Well-Organized Plot 

Every drama has a carefully planned plot, which is the sequence of events in the story. A good 

plot usually begins with an introduction of the characters and setting, followed by the development of 

conflict. It reaches a climax, where the tension is at its highest, and finally ends with the resolution of 

the conflict. A well-organised plot keeps the audience interested and gives the play a clear structure. 

7. Drama is meant for an Audience 

Drama is a performing art that depends on an audience. Unlike other forms of literature that are 

usually read individually, drama is experienced collectively in a theatre or other performance space. 

The audience watches the actors, listens to the dialogues, reacts with laughter, applause, silence, or 
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tears, and becomes emotionally involved in the story. The interaction between the performers and the 

audience makes drama a unique artistic experience. 

8. Drama Uses Stage Directions 

Drama contains stage directions, which are instructions given by the playwright. These 

directions explain how the actors should move, speak, or express emotions. They also provide 

information about lighting, music, costumes, scenery, and sound effects. Stage directions help directors 

and actors present the play according to the playwright's vision. Although the audience may not read 

these directions, they are essential for a successful performance. 

9. Drama Combines Many Arts 

Drama is a combination of different forms of art. It includes literature, acting, music, dance, 

painting, costume design, lighting, and stage decoration. All these artistic elements work together to 

create an attractive and realistic performance. Because it combines many arts, drama provides a rich 

and enjoyable experience for both performers and audiences. 

10. Drama Creates Emotional Impact 

One of the greatest strengths of drama is its ability to create strong emotions. Through 

dialogues, actions, music, and acting, drama makes the audience laugh, cry, feel sympathy, fear, 

excitement, joy, or sadness. Comedy brings happiness and laughter, while tragedy creates feelings of 

pity and sorrow. This emotional involvement makes the audience remember the story and its message 

for a long time. 

11. Drama Communicates Moral and Social Messages 

Drama is not only meant to entertain but also to educate and inspire. Many plays teach 

important moral values such as honesty, kindness, courage, responsibility, forgiveness, and justice. 

They also raise awareness about social issues like poverty, corruption, discrimination, war, 

environmental problems, and human rights. Through its stories and characters, drama encourages 

people to think deeply about society and their own actions. 

12. Drama Uses Simple and Effective Language 

The language of drama is usually simple, natural, and suitable for the characters and situations. 

Since the dialogues are spoken aloud, they should be easy for the audience to understand. Playwrights 
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often use humour, symbolism, proverbs, and figures of speech to make the dialogues more interesting. 

Effective language helps express emotions clearly and strengthens the impact of the performance. 

13. Drama Reflects Culture and Society 

Drama reflects the customs, traditions, beliefs, lifestyles, and values of the society in which it is 

written. Historical dramas present important events from the past, while modern dramas discuss current 

social issues and changing human relationships. By studying drama, readers learn about different 

cultures, historical periods, and ways of life. Thus, drama serves as a mirror of society and preserves 

cultural heritage. 

14. Drama Encourages Teamwork 

Unlike many other literary forms, drama requires the cooperation of many people. A successful 

performance depends on the combined efforts of the playwright, director, actors, musicians, costume 

designers, lighting technicians, and stage workers. Everyone must work together to present the play 

effectively. Therefore, drama teaches the values of teamwork, discipline, cooperation, and 

responsibility. 

15. Drama Entertains and Educates 

One of the most important characteristics of drama is that it both entertains and educates. 

Audiences enjoy watching interesting stories, humorous scenes, emotional moments, and exciting 

performances. At the same time, they learn about human behaviour, moral values, social issues, and 

different cultures. This combination of enjoyment and learning makes drama one of the most powerful 

forms of literature. 

Drama is a unique literary genre because it combines story, dialogue, action, and performance 

to present human life in a realistic and meaningful way. Its important characteristics include 

performance, dialogue, action, conflict, plot, audience participation, stage directions, emotional appeal, 

cultural reflection, teamwork, and moral purpose. These qualities make drama different from poetry 

and prose and help it educate, entertain, and inspire people of all ages. By understanding the 

characteristics of drama, students can appreciate plays more deeply and develop a better understanding 

of literature, theatre, and human life. 

 

===================================================================  
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Module II - Drama 

 

A. Rise and development of Drama 

B. Types of Drama (Comedy, tragedy, tragi-comedy, historical plays, problem plays, absurd 

theatre, etc) 

Drama is one of the oldest and most interesting forms of literature. It is a literary genre that tells 

a story through the speech and actions of characters. Drama is mainly written to be performed on a 

stage before an audience. Actors bring the characters to life by speaking dialogues, expressing 

emotions and performing different actions. Therefore, drama is both a written work and a performing 

art. Drama can be divided into different types. The main types are tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, 

melodrama, farce and historical drama. Each type has its own purpose and style. A tragedy deals with 

serious themes and often ends sadly, while a comedy is meant to entertain and usually ends happily.  

Drama reflects real life and human experiences. It presents different emotions such as love, 

happiness, sorrow, fear, anger, hope and courage. Through its characters and events, drama helps the 

audience understand human nature, society, culture and moral values. Some plays entertain the 

audience with humor, while others make them think deeply about social, political or personal issues. 

One of the unique features of drama is that it is performed before a live audience. The audience can see 

the characters, hear their dialogues and experience their emotions directly. Stage design, costumes, 

lighting, music and sound effects also help make the performance more realistic and enjoyable. 

 

A. Rise and development of Drama 

Drama is one of the oldest and most important forms of literature. It tells a story through 

dialogue, action and performance. Unlike poetry and prose, drama is written to be acted on a stage 

before an audience. The history of drama is very long and interesting. It has developed over thousands 

of years and has changed according to the culture, society, and beliefs of different periods.The origin 

of drama can be traced back to ancient Greece around the 6
th

 century BCE. Greek drama began from 

the religious festivals held in honor of Dionysus, the Greek God of wine, fertility and celebration. 

During these festivals, people sang hymns called dithyrambs. Over time, these songs became more 

dramatic as performers started acting out stories. This marked the beginning of drama as a performing 

art. 

The great Greek playwrights such as Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides developed tragedy, 

while Aristophanes became famous for writing comedies. Greek dramas usually dealt with themes like 
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fate, justice, heroism, love, and the relationship between human beings and the gods. After the Greeks, 

the Romans adopted and improved drama. Roman playwrights such as Plautus and Terence wrote 

humorous comedies, while Seneca became well known for his tragic plays. Roman drama placed 

greater importance on entertainment and spectacle. Large theatres were built, and performances 

became more colorful and exciting. 

During the Middle Ages, drama became closely connected with Christianity. Religious plays 

were performed to teach people stories from the Bible because many people could not read. These 

plays included Mystery Plays, Miracle Plays and Morality Plays. Mystery plays presented stories from 

the Bible, miracle plays showed the lives of saints, and morality plays taught moral lessons through 

symbolic characters such as Good Deeds, Greed, and Death. 

The Renaissance period brought a new life to drama. It was a time of great learning, creativity, 

and interest in classical literature. In England, drama reached its golden age during the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth I. This period is known as the Elizabethan Age. The greatest playwright of this age was 

William Shakespeare, who wrote famous tragedies, comedies, and historical plays. His works such as 

Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Othello, The Merchant of Venice, and As You Like It are still performed 

all over the world. Other important playwrights of this period include Christopher Marlowe, Ben 

Jonson, and Thomas Kyd. 

In the modern period, drama continued to develop in many new directions. Playwrights began 

to write about real-life problems, social issues, politics, family relationships and human psychology. 

Writers such as Henrik Ibsen, George Bernard Shaw, Anton Chekhov and Samuel Beckett introduced 

new styles of drama like realism, naturalism and the theatre of the absurd. Modern drama focuses on 

ordinary people and the challenges of everyday life. 

Today, drama is an important part of literature and entertainment. It is performed in theatres, 

schools, television, films, and digital platforms. Modern technology has made drama more creative and 

accessible to audiences across the world. Although its forms have changed over time, the main purpose 

of drama remains the same to entertain, educate, inspire, and help people understand human life and 

society. Thus, the rise and development of drama show how this powerful art form has evolved from 

ancient religious rituals into one of the most influential forms of literature in the modern world. 
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B) Types of Drama 

  Drama is one of the oldest and most popular forms of literature. It is a story written in the form 

of dialogue and action and is meant to be performed on a stage before an audience. Drama reflects 

human life, emotions, ideas, and social issues. Over time, different types of drama have developed 

according to the purpose, theme, and style of presentation. The major types of drama are Tragedy, 

Comedy, Tragicomedy, Melodrama, Farce, and Historical Drama. Each type has its own special 

features and purpose. 

Comedy  

Comedy is a type of drama that aims to entertain and make people laugh. It presents funny 

situations, humorous dialogues, misunderstandings, and happy events. Unlike tragedy, comedy usually 

ends happily, with problems solved and characters finding peace or happiness. Comedy often deals 

with ordinary people and everyday life. It also points out human weaknesses, foolishness, and social 

problems in a humorous way. The audience enjoys the play while also learning valuable lessons. There 

are different forms of comedy, such as romantic comedy, comedy of manners, satirical comedy, and 

situation comedy. In many comedies, love stories, mistaken identities, and clever conversations play an 

important role 

Characteristics of Comedy 

 Light-hearted and humorous.  

 Happy ending.  

 Ordinary characters.  

 Funny dialogues and situations.  

 Ridicules human weaknesses.  

 Ends with harmony, marriage, or celebration.  

Examples 

 The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare  

 As You Like It by William Shakespeare  

 Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare  

 The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde  

Tragedy  

Tragedy is one of the oldest and most serious forms of drama. It originated in ancient Greece 

and reached its highest development through the works of playwrights like Aeschylus, Sophocles, 

and Euripides. According to Aristotle, tragedy is the imitation of a serious action that arouses the 
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feelings of pity and fear and brings about catharsis, which means the emotional purification of the 

audience. 

   In a tragedy, the main character is usually a noble or important person known as the 

tragic hero. Although the hero has many good qualities, he also has a weakness or tragic flaw 

called hamartia. Because of this flaw or because of fate, the hero faces suffering and finally 

experiences downfall or death. The ending of a tragedy is usually sad and leaves a deep emotional 

effect on the audience.The purpose of tragedy is not only to entertain but also to teach moral 

lessons. It shows that pride, greed, jealousy, ambition, or wrong decisions can lead to destruction. 

Characteristics of Tragedy 

 Serious theme and tone.  

 Noble or great hero.  

 Presence of a tragic flaw.  

 Conflict between good and evil, fate and free will.  

 Sad ending, often with death.  

 Creates pity and fear in the audience.  

Examples 

 Oedipus Rex by Sophocles  

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare  

 Macbeth by William Shakespeare  

 King Lear by William Shakespeare  

 

Tragi-comedy 

Tragicomedy is a mixture of tragedy and comedy. It combines serious events with humorous 

situations. In this type of drama, the audience experiences both laughter and sadness. The story may 

begin with serious conflicts, but it usually ends happily or with hope. Tragicomedy shows that life 

itself is a mixture of happiness and sorrow. Human life is not completely tragic or completely comic. 

Therefore, tragicomedy presents a more realistic picture of life. The characters face difficult situations, 

but they are saved from complete destruction. The audience feels emotional as well as entertained. 

Characteristics of Tragicomedy 

 Mixes serious and comic elements.  

 Emotional as well as humorous.  

 Problems are resolved in the end.  
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 Realistic presentation of life.  

 Hopeful ending.  

Examples 

 The Winter's Tale by William Shakespeare  

 The Tempest by William Shakespeare  

 The Merchant of Venice (often considered a tragicomedy because of its serious and comic 

elements)  

 

Historical Drama 

Historical drama is based on real historical events, famous rulers, national heroes, or important 

periods in history. Although the writer may add some fictional elements, the main events and 

characters are taken from history.The purpose of historical drama is to educate as well as entertain. It 

helps the audience understand the lives of great leaders, political struggles, wars, and important 

historical changes. Historical dramas often inspire feelings of patriotism and respect for history. 

Writers carefully study historical facts before writing such plays. 

Characteristics of Historical Drama 

 Based on historical events.  

 Includes real historical characters.  

 Combines facts with imagination.  

 Educational as well as entertaining.  

 Shows political, social, and cultural life of a period.  

Examples 

 Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare  

 Henry V by William Shakespeare  

 Richard III by William Shakespeare  

 

Problem Plays 

A Problem Play is a type of drama that deals with serious social, moral, political, or 

psychological problems. Instead of telling a simple story for entertainment, a problem play encourages 

the audience to think deeply about the issues presented in the play. It raises important questions about 

society but does not always provide clear answers. Problem plays became popular during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This period was marked by social changes, industrialization, 
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and growing awareness of issues such as women's rights, poverty, class differences, marriage, 

education, and corruption. Playwrights used drama as a powerful tool to criticize society and inspire 

reform.‘The Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen is regarded as the Father of the Problem Play because 

he wrote realistic plays that exposed the problems of society. A Problem Play is a drama that presents a 

serious social or moral issue in a realistic manner and encourages the audience to think critically about 

it.  

Characteristics of Problem Plays 

 They deal with real-life social problems.  

 The story is realistic and believable.  

 The characters are ordinary people rather than kings or heroes.  

 The dialogue is natural and simple.  

 They focus on social reform and human values.  

 They encourage the audience to think instead of simply entertaining them.  

 The ending may remain open, allowing the audience to form their own opinions.  

 

Theatre of the Absurd 

The Theatre of the Absurd is a modern form of drama that developed after the Second World 

War during the 1940s and 1950s. The terrible destruction and suffering caused by the war made many 

people lose faith in traditional beliefs and values. Many writers felt that life had become confusing, 

meaningless, and uncertain. The term Theatre of the Absurd was made popular by the critic Martin 

Esslin in his book The Theatre of the Absurd (1961). Absurd plays do not follow the traditional 

structure of drama. Instead of presenting a clear story with a beginning, middle, and end, they show 

strange situations, meaningless conversations, and characters who struggle to find purpose in life. The 

Theatre of the Absurd is a type of drama that presents the meaninglessness, uncertainty, and confusion 

of human life through unusual plots, strange characters, and illogical dialogues. 

Characteristics of the Theatre of the Absurd 

 The plot is often unclear or circular.  

 Events may appear meaningless or repetitive.  

 Characters often feel lonely, helpless, and confused.  

 Dialogue is sometimes repetitive, disconnected, or illogical.  

 Time and place may be uncertain.  

 Traditional dramatic structure is ignored.  
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 Silence and pauses are used effectively.  

 It reflects the emptiness and uncertainty of modern life.  

The Theatre of the Absurd introduced a completely new style of drama. It rejected traditional 

storytelling and reflected the uncertainty of the modern world. Although these plays may seem strange 

at first, they encourage audiences to think deeply about life, communication, and the human condition. 

They have greatly influenced modern theatre and continue to be studied in literature courses around the 

world. 

Modern Drama  

Modern drama developed during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It differs from 

traditional drama because it focuses on ordinary people instead of kings and heroes. Modern 

playwrights discuss social problems, family conflicts, psychological struggles, politics, and human 

relationships. Modern drama uses realistic dialogue and situations. It presents life as it is, without 

unnecessary exaggeration. Some modern dramas also experiment with new forms, such as symbolism, 

expressionism, and the Theatre of the Absurd. The aim of modern drama is to make the audience think 

deeply about society and human nature. 

Characteristics of Modern Drama 

 Realistic themes and settings.  

 Ordinary people as characters.  

 Focus on social and psychological issues.  

 Natural dialogue.  

 Encourages critical thinking.  

Examples 

 A Doll's House by Henrik Ibsen  

 Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw  

 Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett  

 

======================================================================  
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Module III - Comedy 

William Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors 

William Shakespeara- 

William Shakespeare is considered as the greatest the whole world. He was born on 23rd April 

1564 in a village named started on the bank of the river Avon, and hence known as Stratford upon-

Avon, in the country of Warwickshire. He was the third and the eldest surviving child of John 

Shakespeare and Mary Arden. John Shakespeare was a butler by business and prosperous man. His 

mother Mary Arden was the daughter of farmer. There are no evidences of any special childhood 

event. It is taken for granted that he attended the Grammar School in Stratford. He also received some 

Latin education. Shakespeare was married with Ann Hathaway in 1582 and they had three children. He 

left Stratford in 1586 and went to London theatre in the year 1590. 

Elizabethan age is called as the Golden age of Drama. When Shakespeare began writing his 

plays, drama was on the verge of a giant leap forward, by 1592 he was a celebrity in theatre circle, 

which promoted Robert Green to publish his ‗bad tempered‘ pamphlet slandering the upcoming 

dramatist. During this period Shakespeare was busy writing his longer narrative poems ‗Venus and 

Adonis’ and ‗Rape of Lucruse.‘ As already pointed out just now the dramatic and poetic career of 

Shakespeare spans over just 20 years, in which he wrote 37 plays, 2 long narrative poems and 154 

sonnets. Shakespeare began his dramatic career with historical plays dealing with the period under 

‗Henry IV‘ and significantly, put a full stop to it with ‗ Henry VII‘ critics find this logical thing. 

Shakespeare‘s great comedies like As you Like It, Twelfth Night which are described as ‗the sunny 

comedies of Shakespeare‘ which belong to this period. 

Shakespeare was fortunate to be born during the Elizabethan age. It was he, who made the 

period the ‗Golden Age of Drama.‘ This was possible because he was a rarely gifted man. He knew 

how to develop characters, how to develop plots, how to make use of humor. His greatest gift was 

soaring lively and ever-fresh. In this respect, what was true in his own days is equally true even today. 

No wonder Ben Jonson‘s comment, ‗he was not of an age but for all times‘, is true even today. Let me 

conclude with the words of Mathew Arnold, who while showering high praise on Shakespeare 

declared, ‗others abide our question, thou art free‘. 

Poetry, song and music are important aspect of Shakespearean comedy. Loves Labors Lost, 

Twelfth Night, As You Like It are some of the comedies in which songs and music are a part of comedy 

that belongs to the group of Sunny Comedies and obliviously it includes all these elements. Critics 

describe this play as one of the most romantic plays of Shakespeare. Though Shakespeare has written 
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comedies, he is also famous for his classical tragedies like Hamlet, Mecbeth, King Lear, Othello etc. in 

the tragedies he was explored the human emotions and personalities. His tragedies are embedded with 

universal human values so they still appear contemporary. All these made him a great literary figure. 

He died in April 1616 when he was 52 years old. Shakespeare began his literary career in 1592 

and it came to close in about 1611. Some critics have divided his literary career into four periods. 

First Period (1592-1596)-  

Shakespeare started to write in this period. He wrote comedy and romantic tragedy during this 

period. Love Labors Lost, Comedy of Errors, The Gentlemen of Verna, Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

Richard III etc. 

Second Period (1596-1601)-  

This period is called in World. It contains comedies. Merchant of Venice, Much Ado About 

Nothing, As You Like It, Twelfth Night etc. This period is happy period in his life.  

Third Period (1601-1608)-  

This period is called ‗out of Depth.‘ It is the period of great comedy. It shows his reaction to the 

co-incidents of life. He is now familiar with different problems in life such as ingratitude of children, 

virtues, death etc. he has written the greatest tragedies in this period. Hamlet, Mecbeth, King Lear, 

Othello is the greatest tragedies. He also wrote comedy Measure for Measure during this period.  

Fourth Period (1608-1611)-  

This period is called ‗on the height‘. This is period of mature Romances. He has experienced 

many varieties of experiences in life. He had understood and saw many types of people. His maturity is 

expressed in some of his dark comedies such as The Tempest, The winter‘s Tale etc.  

Apart from writing plays, he has written some poems. He has written two long narrative poems Venus 

and Adonis and Rape of Lucruse and written154 sonnets. 

Introduction to the play Comedy of Errors  

Comedy of Errors is one of the early plays of William Shakespeare. It is his shortest and one of 

the most famous comedies. The play was written during the 1589 to 1904. It was first published in the 

first Folio of 1623. The play is divided into five acts and acts are further divided into scenes. The major 

part of the humor comes from mistaken identity in addition to puns and word plays. 

It is only play of William Shakespeare in which he follows or observes Aristotle‘s principles of 

Unity of time e.g. the events of the play should occur within 24 hours. This play was adapted for opera, 

stage screen and musical theatre. The play‘s comic confusion derives from the presence of twin 

brothers unknown to each other in the same town. The play has suspense, surprise and expectations.  
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The play was set in Greek city Ephesus. The play tells the story of two sets of identical twins 

that were accidently separated at birth. The play has reference of another Greek city Syracuse. 

Antipholus of Syracuse and Dromio of Syracuse arrives in Ephesus in search of his family. They 

encounter the friend and the family of their twins. Then a series of wild mishaps based on mistaken 

identities leads to wrongful things. The arrest of Antipholus of Ephesus then theft, madness, etc. 

happens and that creates humor. At the end of the play the family is united and the pay ends happily 

with Egeon‘s ransoms paid and true identities revealed. 

Characters in the Play 

 

1. Antipholus of Syracuse – He is twin brother of Antipholus of Ephesus, son of Egeone. He is 

traveling the world with his slave Dromio of Syracuse in search of his lost brother and mother.  

2. Antipholus of Ephesus - He is twin brother of Antipholus of Syracuse, and son of Egeone. He is 

well respected merchant in Ephesus, married and husband of Adriana‘s.  

3. Dromio of Syracuse – Comical slave of Antipholus of Syracuse, twin brother of Dromio of 

Ephesus.  

4. Dromio of Ephesus - Comical slave of Antipholus of Epesus, twin brother of Dromio of Syracuse.  

5. Adriana - wife of Antipholus of Ephesus, jealous woman, become angry  

6. Luciana – unmarried sister of Adriana, Antipholus of Syracuse attracted towards her  

7. Solinus – He is Duke of Ephesus, he is just and merciful ruler.  

8. Egeone – Merchant of Syracuse, husband of Abbess (Emilia) , Father of two Antipholus, he was in 

search of his missing family. He was sentenced to death at the beginning of the play.  

9. Abbess (Emilia) – lost wife of Egeone and mother of two Antipholus  

10. Balthasar – Merchant of Syracuse  

11. Angelo – He is Goldsmith in Syracuse and friend of Antipholus of Ephesus  

12. First Merchant – friend of Antipholus of Syracuse, lives in Ephesus  

13. Second Merchant – tradesman to whom Angelo is in debt  

14. Doctor Pinch – School teacher, conjurer  

15. Luce / Nell – She was made servant of Antipholus of Ephesus and wife of  

16. Dromio of Ephesus, she was fat woman.  

17. Courtesan – soldiers, servants  
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Outline Summary –  

Act I 

Scene I-  

The play Comedy of Errors was set in a Greek City of Ephesus. When the play begins an old 

man named Egeone was arrested in Ephesus. He was a merchant from another city Syracuse. There 

was a rule that if anyone crosses the border of city, he was punished to death. Otherwise he has to paid 

local ransom. Egeone was arrested for crossing the border and entering in the city. He was taken in 

front of the Duke. Duke punished him death because he was unable to pay ransom of Thousand Mark.  

Egeone tells his sad life story to Solinus, Duke of Ephesus. In his youth he was a rich merchant 

of Syracuse. He was married with Emilia and they were living happily. He started his business in 

another city Epidemon. His representative was died at that time, so he was forced to take trouble and 

go there. His pregnant wife goes with him and gave birth to twin son. At the same time, a poor woman 

staying in the same Inn also gave birth to twin boys. The poor family was unable to take care of the 

boys. So Egeone brings the twins with him as a slave for his son.  

Unfortunately, on their return journey the ship was broken in storm. His wife tide herself with 

one son and one slave to one of the woods. The other son and slave were with Egeone. They floated for 

a time while the sea calm down. They saw two ships coming towards them, one from Corinthian and 

another from Epidaurus. The Corinthian ship rescued Egeone and one twin. But his wife Emilia and 

another twin go with another ship from Epidaurus.  

One son and slave lived with him and now he becomes grownup. His young son took his slave 

and started journey to find his lost brother and mother. He was also in search of his family and reached 

Ephesus. After hearing this story, Duke was moved and he offers Egeone a day of liberty to find 

someone to pay his ransom and save his life. He started helpless wandering in search of assistance.  

Scene II-  

Egeone‘s son Antipholus of Syracuse was also in Ephesus along with Dromio of Syracuse. 

Both father and son were not aware about it. One merchant advice Antipholus of Syracuse about the 

law considering Syracuse that there was a rule that if anyone crosses the border of city, he was 

punished to death. Otherwise he has to paid local ransom. He told the name of another city in order to 

avoid arrest. Antipholus of Syracuse the merchant and send his servant Dromio to the Centure Inn with 

their money and luggage. Antipholus of Syracuse was alone feels sad about the worst condition. He 

was upset because he was unable to find his lost mother and brother.  
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Scene III-  

Antipholus of Syracuse‘s brother Antipholus of Ephesus was a rich merchant and prosperous 

person in Ephesus. He was married with Adriana and also favorite of Duke Solinus. Antipholus of 

Syracuse is thinking about the situation Dromio of Ephesus appear and demands that master come 

home for dinner. He has mistaken Antipholus of Syracuse as Antipholus of Ephesus.  

Antipholus of Syracuse also had mistaken Dromio of Ephesus as his own servant. This 

misunderstanding leads to argument. Dromio of Ephesus insists that Antipholus return to their house 

because his wife is waiting for him. On the other hand Antipholus of Syracuse asks him about money 

and luggage. The master slaps the slave Dromio and Dromio run away from there, fearing for the 

safety for his position. Then Antipholus of Syracuse returns in the direction of Centure Inn where they 

were stayed.  

Act II 

Scene I-  

The second act of the play begins in the house of Antipholus of Ephesus. Adriana the wife of 

Antipholus of Ephesus and her sister Lucinia are speaking with each other. Adriana is waiting for her 

husband and his slave Dromio. Lucinia makes comment about Adriana‘s impatient. Adriana was 

jealous and suspicious about her husband. She said her sister that you have no experience of marriage, 

so you are speaking like this.  

As the two are speaking with each other, the slave Dromio of Ephesus returns home and told 

Adriana that her husband refused to come back to home. Even he pretended not to know about 

Adriana. Dromio tells that Antipholus is mad and talking only about gold. Adriana become angry and 

bits him. She threatened him that bring her husband Antipholus back otherwise she will beat him again. 

Dromio unwillingly goes out again. Once Dromio has gone, Adriana tells her sister that Antipholus 

must have taken a lover. That is the only explanation of his behavior.  

Scene II –  

Antipholus of Syracuse goes in the Inn and finds that his slave Dromio brings his money and 

luggage safely. He was confused and went on the street wander here and there. There he meets his 

slave Dromio of Syracuse. He was not remembering of telling him to come home for dinner or 

anything else. Antipholus of Syracuse grows angry with him but the slave manages to defuse his anger 

by making jokes.  

While Antipholus of Syracuse and his slave Dromio was speaking with each other, Adriana and 

Lucinia came there. They mistake that Antipholus of Syracuse as his own husband and Dromio his 
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slave. Adriana immediately accuses the man she believes for her husband. There was hitting argument 

between them. She insisted to come home. At last, Antipholus of Syracuse was unable to get away so 

goes with Adriana to his brother‘s house. Adriana calling him as her husband and Lucinia is calling 

him as brother. So Antipholus of Syracuse was confused and surprised. He thought that he must have 

married with her in sleep.  

Scene III –  

Antipholus of Syracuse was taking dinner with Adriana and Lucinia in dining hall of 

Antipholus of Ephesus. Dromio of Syracuse was standing on the gate. Adriana strictly told Dromio that 

do not give entry anyone in the house. So he was standing there. Dromio was also surprised because 

the cook maid and his brother Dromio‘s wife Luce claimed him for her husband. 

Act III 

Scene I -  

Antipholus of Syracuse was taking dinner with his brother‘s wife Adriana. The real husband of 

Adriana Antipholus of Ephesus returned home for dinner with his slave Dromio of Ephesus. The door 

was closed and Dromio of Syracuse was not opening the door because Adriana had ordered him not to 

admit anyone. Antipholus of Ephesus repeatedly knocked the door and said that they are Antipholus of 

Ephesus and Dromio of Ephesus. The maid laughed at them and said Antipholus was at dinner with his 

mistress and Dromio was in the kitchen. Antipholus of Ephesus become angry and feel strangely. He is 

surprised that a gentleman was dining with his wife. He is ready to break down the door but his friend 

persuades him. Then he decided to take dinner with courtesan.  

Scene II –  

Antipholus of Syracuse had finished his dinner. Adriana was calling her husband again and 

again. Dromio had also been claimed by the cook maid that he left the house. Antipholus of Syracuse 

was attracted towards Lucinia. He expressed his love and feelings for Lucinia. Lucinia become angry 

and shocked. She started to weep looking the condition of her sister‘s husband. Dromio was also 

troubled by kitchen maid. Both master and slave decided to get away from this place as much as 

possible.  

Scene III –  

At night, Antipholus of Syracuse and Dromio had left the house and they were wandering on 

the road. They meet goldsmith on the road and he mistaken them as Antipholus of Ephesus. He gave 

him a gold chain. Antipholus of Syracuse refused the chain saying it does not belong to me. The 

goldsmith replied that he has ordered it we made the chain. Goldsmith gave chain in the hands of 
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Antipholus of Syracuse and went away. Antipholus of Syracuse is again surprised. They decided not to 

stay any longer here because they met with such a strange adventure. They thought that this village 

might be affected with ghost and witchcraft.  

Scene IV –  

The Goldsmith who had given the chain to the wrong Antipholus was arrested for some other 

reason immediately after this incident. He had taken debt from someone and unable to pay it. 

Antipholus of Ephesus, to whom the goldsmith thought had given the chain, come to the place where 

the officer was arresting the goldsmith. Goldsmith asked Antipholus of Ephesus to pay for the gold 

chain; he had just delivered to him. The price of the chain was nearly the same sum.  

Antipholus of Ephesus denying that he has not received the chain but goldsmith again and 

again telling that he had given him few minutes ago. They disputed this matter a long time. Both 

thinking they are right. Antipholus of Ephesus know the goldsmith never give him the chain and 

goldsmith was certain he had delivered the chain into his hands. Lastly the officer took the goldsmith 

away to prison for the debt he owned. At the same time, the goldsmith made the officer to arrest 

Antipholus of Ephesus for the price of the chain. So both the goldsmith and Antipholus of Ephesus 

both were taken to the prison.  

Scene V –  

Antipholus of Ephesus was going to prison. He saw Dromio of Syracuse and mistakes him as 

his own Dromio. He ordered him to go to Adriana and tell her to send the money for which he was 

arrested. Dromio of Syracuse was surprised that his master is sending him back to the strange house 

where he denied going. He was unwilling to go but as he is slave he must obey his master.  

Act IV 

Scene I-  

Dromio of Syracuse went to Adriana and tells her that his master is in prison and he wants 

money. Adrian gave him money and Dromio was returning to the prison. On the road he met 

Antipholus of Syracuse. Both Antipholus of Syracuse and Dromio were surprised because everyone in 

the village was saluting him. Some were giving money to them. A tailor asked him to see some silk; he 

had brought for him and insisted to give measure of dress.  

Antipholus of Syracuse began to think, as he was among a nation of witches or ghosts. Dromio 

was also confused how his master is relieved from the prison. He gave him the purse of gold and 

money which Adriana had sent to pay the debt. Antipholus of Syracuse was also confused because he 

was not in the prison. 
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As both were talking a lady came near to Antipholus of Syracuse and called him Antipholus. 

She told him that he had dinner with her that day and asked him for a gold chain which he promised to 

give her. Antipholus of Syracuse now lost all patients and become angry and calls her witch. He denied 

that he had not taken dinner with her and not promised to give chain. The lady was asking again and 

again. She also asks about his gold ring. Then Antipholus of Syracuse understood that someone else 

has done it and she mistaken him. He offers the purse of gold to her and run away from that place. The 

lady takes the purse and went away.  

Scene II-  

Adriana was jealous and suspect about her husband‘s behavior. She ran to police station because 

Antipholus and Dromio have not returned home. Before that the lady meets Adriana on the road and 

told that Antipholus is mad and behaving strangely. Adriana believed the story of the lady and thought 

that he might have been mad. Therefore she paid the money to jailor and discharged him from prison. 

She ordered her servants to bind her husband Antipholus with rope. She shut her husband in dark room 

and sent for a doctor to come and cure him from his madness. Antipholus was impatient and become 

angry. Then she took her husband to home.  

Scene III-  

Adriana put her husband in confinement. One servant come and tell her that Antipholus and 

Dromio has run away from the house because he saw them walking on the street. On hearing this 

Adriana run away to fetch her husband. She took some people with her to secure her husband. Her 

sister Lucinia also come with her. When they came near the gates on Convent of their neighborhood, 

they saw Antipholus and Dromio.  

They mistake that his is Antipholus of Ephesus and Dromio of Ephesus. Antipholus was still 

amazed. He has hanged the gold chain on his neck. The goldsmith pointed out that look the chain in his 

neck and still he is denying the money for it. Antipholus protest that the goldsmith freely gave the 

chain in the morning and then after goldsmith has never meets him. 

Act V 

Scene I  

Adriana came near to them and claimed that her husband is become mad. Antipholus of 

Syracuse and Dromio of Syracuse escaped from the clutches of the soldiers and ran here and there. 

They ran into the convent. Antipholus of Syracuse begged the Abbess to give him shelter in her house. 

The lady, Abbess came out from the convent and made enquiry about the cause of disturbances. She 
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was a grave lady and wise to judge people. She asked Adriana about the story of her husband‘s 

madness.  

Adriana told the Abbess that her husband might be in love with some other lady. She was 

suspicious and jealous woman. She told the Abbess that she had tried to persuade and convince her 

husband but there is no change in his behavior. After listening the story from Adriana, Abbess told the 

Adriana that jealousy and suspicious nature is not good. Your husband is behaving like this or going to 

be mad because of your nature of suspicion. Lucinia excused her sister and told that she always tries to 

tell her that but you have no change. Abbess has convinced you properly.  

Adriana felt ashamed of her own conduct and behavior. She insisted to deliver her husband. 

Abbess said that she will not hold over to him. She also warned no person will enter in her house. Then 

she went inside her house and shuts the gate.  

Scene II  

There was so many errors had happened due to the sameness of twin brothers during the whole 

day. Old Egeone was passing from that place and it was time of sunset. At sunset, he was doomed to 

die, if he could not pay the money.  

The place of his execution was near this convent. He arrived there just as Abbess retired into 

the convent. The Duke and soldiers came there. Duke asked the soldiers Is Egeone has paid the 

Ransom. The soldiers replied that he is unable to pay the money.  

Adriana cried out in front of the Duke and she was begging justice. She tells him that Abbess 

has refused to deliver her husband to her. While she was speaking with Duke, her real husband 

Antipholus of Ephesus and Dromio of Ephesus came before the Duke. Antipholus of Ephesus also 

demands justice. He complained that his wife Adriana has confined him on a falls charge of madness. 

Adriana was surprised to see her husband here.  

Egeone come closer to Duke and looking towards Antipholus told him that my son who has 

gone in search of missing mother and brother find now. He felt secure that his dear son would pay the 

money demanded for the ransom. Therefore, he spoke to Antipholus in affection, but Antipholus 

denied to knowing him. This Antipholus of Ephesus had never seen his father since they were 

separated in the storm. The poor Egeone tries to convince his son but it was in vain.  

Scene III  

Lady Abbess and the other Antipholus of Syracuse and Dromio of Syracuse come out of the 

convent. Adriana is surprised to see two husbands and two Dromio. When the Duke saw the two 

Anipholus and two Dromio both exactly like, He remembered the story of Egeone in the morning. He 
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said these two men must be the two sons of Egeone and their twin slaves. Everyone is surprised and 

looking on each other‘s faces.  

Now Abbess made herself known to be the long lost wife of Egeone and the mother of two 

Antipholus. The Antipholus of Ephesus paid the ransom of one thousand marks and released his father 

from the punishment. There are joyful congratulation and affection greetings between these long 

separated parents and their children.  

Adriana was also happy because get mother in law. She was good counsel. Antipholus of 

Syracuse married with Adriana‘s sister Lucinia. The family lived in Ephesus for many years. Thus the 

play ends happily.  

Points to Remember 

William Shakespeare -  

1) William Shakespeare was born on 23 April 1564.  

2) The age of Shakespeare was 52 when he died.  

3) William Shakespeare has written 37 plays.  

4) Shakespeare was died on 23 April 1616.  

5) The name of William Shakespeare‘s wife is Ann Hathaway.  

6) John Shakespeare and Mary Arden was the parent of Shakespeare.  

7) William Shakespeare was born at Stratford -upon -Avon.  

8) Shakespeare has written 154 sonnets.  

9) The name of the London theatre that Shakespeare is commonly associated with is The Globe 

Theatre.  

10) The last play written by William Shakespeare is The tempest.  

Comedy of Errors 

1) The play Comedy of Errors is set in the city Ephesus.  

2) Egeone will be executed because he is a citizen of Syracuse.  

3) Egeone must find someone who is willing pay the ransom of Thousand Marks in order to avoid 

punishment.  

4) Egeone lost his family in shipwreck in storm.  

5) According to Antipholus of Syracuse Ephesus is a famous city for strict law.  

6) In Ephesus, Antipholus of Syracuse is mistaken for his twin brother Antipholus of Ephesus.  

7) Adriana suspects her husband Antipholus of Ephesus of being unfaithful to her.  

8) Lucinia accuses her sister Adriana for ruining her marriage by being too jealous.  
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9) After dining at his brother‘s home Antipholus of Syracuse declares his love for Lucinia.  

10) Antipholus of Ephesus is locked out of his own home because his wife believes he is already 

inside.  

11) After having been locked out of his own home Antipholus of Ephesus takes dinner at the home of 

the Courtesan.  

12) Angelo, the goldsmith has promised to make gold chain for Antipholus of Ephesus.  

13) Antipholus of Ephesus originally intended to give gold chain to Adriana.  

14) The gold chain episode ends up in the possession of Antipholus of Syracuse.  

15) Dromio of Ephesus was married with Luce (Nell).  

16) In order to free him from the debt officer Antipholus of Ephesus sends Dromio to get money from 

Adriana.  

17) The courtesan demands ring from Antipholus of Ephesus.  

18) Adriana summons Doctor Pinch to cure her husband‘s madness.  

19) Antipholus and Dromio of Syracuse flee into the Abbey or convent.  

20) Antipholus of Ephesus has been imprisoned by Angelo, the goldsmith.  

21) Adriana appeals Duke Solinus for removing Antipholus from the Convent or Abbey.  

22) The crisis is resolved by the appearance of the Abbess with Antipholus and Dromio of Syracuse.  

23) The Abbess was really Egeone‘s wife and mother of long lost twins.  

24) After all is revealed, the Duke frees Egeone after Antipholus of Ephesus paying the ransom for his 

father.  

25) At the end of the play, everyone goes to celebrate at the home of Antipholus of Ephesus.  

Objective Questions - 

A. Answer the following questions in one word/phrase/sentence each:  

1. Who is Egeon by Profession? : Merchant  

2. What is the name of Egeon‘s wife? : Emilia  

3. How does Shakespeare identity the twins in the play? : By calling them by their towns.  

4. Where were the two twins delivered? : In an inn.  

5. What was the age of Antipholus (S) when he left Syracuse? : Eighteen  

6. What is the main source of humour in ‗The Comedy of Errors‘? : Mistaken Identity  

7. Why did Dromio (S) refuse to open the door to antipholus (E) when he comes for lunch?  

Dromio was ordered not to open the door to anyone till his master had dined.  

8. Why does Antipholus (S) send Dromio to ‗The centaur‘?  
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To deposite the large amount on him at the room at Hotel Centaur.  

9. Which is the first example of error?  

Antipholus (S) meets Dromio (E) and asks if he had deposited the money safely.  

10. Who cautions Antipholus against breaking open the door? : The goldsmith.  

11. Why does the abbess scold Adriana? : For her harsh treatment of her husband.  

12. Why is Antipholus(E) caught and tied with rope?  

Adriana was certain that some ghost/goblin had taken possession of her husband.  

13. What is Pinch famous for? 

A school teacher who knew how to treat the persons possessed by ghosts/goblins.  

14. Who are the two persons involved in the first and last scene?: Duke Solinus and Egeon.  

15. What is the time span of the actual plot? : Early morning to sunset.  

16. Who wrote about Ephesus in ‗The Bible‘? : St. Paul’s Epistle in ‘The Bible’.  

17. To what did Dromio (S) compare the cook? : A baggage.  

18. Where did the play end in happy reunion? : Outside the Abbey.  

19. How many times did the officer appear in the play? : Four Times.  

20. What is the name of the hero of the original play? : Menachmus.  

B. Choose the appropriate answer and complete the following sentences:  

1. The play ‗The Comedy of Errors’ takes place in a land known as Ephesus.  

2. The name of the father of the twin Antipholus is Egeon.  

3. The twins got separated because the big mast broke against a big rock.  

4. The old man was arrested on landing at Ephesus because he was from Syracuse, an enemy state of 

Ephesus.  

5. Solinus wanted to hear the woeful tale of Egeon because he saw that the old man was sincere, not 

a liar and a victim of fate.  

6. The story of the play is based on Plautus’s Menachmus.  

7. Mistaken identity would not have taken place, if Antipholus(S) & Dromio(S) had not come to 

Syracuse.  

8. Adriana appealed to Duke Solinus to take action against the abeyss who had sheltered her mad 

husband.  

9. Egeon waited for the return of his son Antipholus and Dromio for seven years.  

10. Antipholus(E) had an explanation ready for Adriana for his delay for lunch. It was that he had 

been to the goldsmith to order a diamond necklace for her.  
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11. Antipholus (S) felt humiliated when his wife shut him out of doors and when the goldsmith 

sought his arrest. 

12. Egeon purchased the twins of the farmer because he took pity on the poor farmer.  

13. The confusion of the day begins to settle down when the Abbeyss brought Antipholus(S) and 

Dromio (S) out.  

14. The goldsmith was arrested at the request of the diamond merchant.  

15. Duke Solinus allowed Egeon time till sunset that day for raising the ransom amount.  

16. Ultimately the Abbeyss turned out to be the lost wife of Egeon.  

17. Luciana upbraided Adriana because Adriana was a shrew who treated her husband harshly.  

18. Adriana was a woman of erratic nature.  

Broad Questions - 

1) Character sketch: Antipholus of Ephesus:  

Antipholus of Ephesus and Antipholus of Syracuse were identical twins, sons of Egeon and 

Emilia separated a few months after their birth. Antipholus (E) was well established, respected and 

admired citizen of Ephesus. He was married to Adriana. They loved each other but were always at 

loggerheads for one reason or other. The way the courtizen gives him her diamond ring and the way 

the goldsmith waits for the money of the gold chain are indicative of it.  

Antipholus(E) was totally unaware of the existence of his twin brother on the hand and he never 

suspected or imagined such a possibility. He was confused, baffled by what was happening to him 

during the day. But unlike other citizens of Ephesus he did not believe in witchcraft or the existence of 

ghosts and goblins. He speaks not a single sentence to suggest that he believed in ghosts, in spite of the 

fact that he had to face situations which could have led him to believe in the existence of ghost. He is 

far from satisfied in his family life. His wife‘s nagging tongue made his life at home a sort of hell and 

yet the two loved each other. There is no reference to his issues so he must be childless.  

He was a man of high standing and credit in Ephesus. When he told the Duke that he was 

locked in his house by his wife, when he told Angelo that he never received the gold chain and when 

he complained that he was wrongly arrested for crime which he never committed he was telling the 

truth. The only problem with him was that none believed him for others were unknowingly deceived 

by Antipholus(S). He was rather unfortunate on that day, because he suffered of no fault of his own.  

Antipholus (S):  

Antipholus of Syracuse was a motherless child brought up very lovingly by Egeon, his father. 

He was a bachelor and not even in love with any dame till he saw Luciana. Finally he does get his 
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reward for the suffering during the day, when he is reunited with his father, mother and brother. From 

his father he learned about the separation of the family and set out in search of his brother. He had 

wandered from place to place looking for him.  

When Dromio returned quite early and began to talk about his wife awaiting him for food at his 

home, he immediately jumped to the conclusion that the place was infested with ghosts and witches. 

He was the real sufferer.  

Adriana and Luciana:  

Adriana the elder sister of Luciana was married to respectable Antipholus(E). Luciana, her 

unmarried sister stayed with her. That they are sisters is the only thing common among them. They are 

two poles apart. Adriana was a shrew. Antipholus was careful. On the particular day he knew that she 

would be angry because he was late for his food. So he had a ready excuse for the delay.  

Adriana was full of complaints about the male domination in society. She wanted Antipholus to 

be her slave. Luciana believed that it is the duty of a wife to keep her husband happy and pleased. She 

refused to accept that the bridle of a wife is in the hands of her husband. Husband‘s happiness, pleasure 

and will have no value for her.  

Adriana had a sharp, nagging and insulting tongue. She did not hesitate to arrest and lock 

Antipholus(E) in his own house when she suspected that he was mad. She publicly bound him with a 

rope and locked him in a room. Her action could be explained by her faith in witchcraft and being 

possessed. Luciana believes that Antipholus (E) was possessed.  

Luciana was a cool and calm person. She rarely used harsh language. Even when Antipholus 

(S) flirted with her she did not lose self-control. She appealed to Antipholus‘ better judgment. 

Antipholus(S) called her a sweet mistress and asked her to teach him how to think and speak.  

Dromio:  

There are two identical Dromios. The twin was born to a poor farmer and brought up by Egeon 

with his twin Antipholuses. Even on growing up they retained not only the same features of personality 

but also same nature.  

In the play they play a triple role, namely that of a servant, a slave and a confident of their 

masters. They were performing their duty well. Unfortunately their masters are a bt strong headed. 

They often beat their servants. The only difference between them was one was in love with the cook of 

Antipholus (E) while the other hated her. Dromio(S) described her sweaty, square woman. When she 

tried to flirt he felt disgusted. Dromio (E) seemed to like her.  
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Dromio (E) came to call his master home for lunch, but encountered Antipholus (S) who had 

sent his Dromio to safely deposit money at ‗The Centaur‘. He was naturally surprised to see him back 

so soon. The two Dromios are a source of fun because they are involved in nearly every confusion of 

identity. Dromio(S) never suspected that his twin brother might be in this very place comes up. But the 

answer is Dromio is not educated.  

Que.1 Mistaken identity is the chief source of comedy in ‘The Comedy of Errors’. Evaluate.  

The Comedy of Errors‘ is an early comedy of Shakespeare. Error follows error in a quick 

succession that we get no time to think or be serious. A farce has no place for seriousness. The 

atmosphere is kept constantly light and we laugh at the discomfiture of the characters involved in it. 

But there are occasions in the play when one tends to be serious. Ex. when Egeon narrates his sad story 

we can‘t laugh.  

The comic effect results from two sources. One of them is mistaken identity. But much of the 

fun results from mistaken identity caused by the two pairs of identical twins. It is to the credit of 

Shakespeare that during his formative years as a dramatist he could weave such a complex.  

The fun begins when Antipholus(S) and Dromio(E) meet and Drmio tells Antipholus that his 

wife awaits him for lunch. Wrong persons continue meeting in quick succession producing hilarious 

laughter. The funniest situation develops, when the real master of the house is locked out of the house 

and told that he is taking food with his wife. Dromio is also baffled on hearing his own name from the 

other side of the door and complains that the man has stolen his name.  

The situation of Antipholus(S) is none better. Having sent his servant to the seashore to see if 

there is any ship leaving, he wanders aimlessly and finds that many people know, greet and respect 

him. At this time Dromio (E) comes to deliver the sum he has brought for the release of his master 

from the arrest and is surprised to find the man set free without paying fine. He does not know 

anything about the ship timing, for he was never asked to find it out. This makes Antipholus (S) feel 

certain that the place is really infested with ghosts and goblins. He would not stay there a minute 

longer.  

For the spectators the mistaken identity provides a lot of fun and entertainment. It begins in the 

second scene of the first act and continues till the very end when the long separated family is at last 

reunited. Much of the fun results out of the subtle and skillful handling of the confusion caused by the 

mistaken identity.  
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Que. 2 What is ‘The Comedy of Errors’: a farce, a comedy or a play with a serious purpose?  

The Comedy of Errors‘ is a story based on confusion caused through mistaken identity. 

Naturally the play turns on dramatic irony. The comedy contains much farcical element. Introducing 

two pairs of identical twins has enhanced manifold the possibility of mistaken identity. Form Act I: ii 

Shakespeare launches on events where wrong men confront each other till the very end where the 

whole confusion is resolved into a happy reunion of the long separated family.  

The fun begins when Antipholus (S) and Dromio (E) meet and Dromio tells Antipholus that his 

wife awaits him for lunch. Wrong persons continue meeting in quick succession producing hilarious 

laughter. The funniest situation develops, when the real master of the house is locked out of the house 

and told that he is taking food with his wife.  

The situation of Antipholus(S) is none better. Having sent his servant to the seashore to see if 

there is any ship leaving, he wanders aimlessly and finds that many people know, greet and respect 

him. At this time Dromio (E) comes to deliver the sum he has brought for the release of his master 

from the arrest and is surprised to find the man set free without paying fine. He does not know 

anything about the ship timing, for he was never asked to find it out. This makes Antipholus (S) feel 

certain that the place is really infested with ghosts and goblins. He would not stay there a minute 

longer.  

The play ends in a reunion of the separated family makes it a comedy and it is full of light, 

humorous situations that the spectator enjoys in the theatre. The scene lays the foundation of the comic 

events in the play, but it is far from being comic. On the contrary, it has a lot of tragic and sad 

contends. There is nothing funny, comic in this entire sad tale and it not only moves the Duke to pity, 

but even the reader does not fail to sympathize with old Egeon.  

Adriana, a shrewtreats him sharply and insultingly when she finds Antipholus(E) flirting with 

Adriana, it is understandable. Sad at heart, she wonders what is wrong in her so that her husband 

suddenly develops affection for Luciana. Luciana is equally baffled by this sudden change in her 

brother-in-law. She tries to dissuade Antipholus from his unbecoming behavior and advises her elder 

sister as to the duties of a wife towards her husband.  

Que.3 Consider ‘The Comedy of Errors’ as an adaptation of Plautus’ Menachmus.  

William Shakespeare borrowed freely from various sources he could lay hands on. The tale of 

the play is based on the play named Menaechmi by Plautus. It is a tale of a twin separated a few days 

after birth. After a lot of confusion and misunderstand caused by their being identical twins the play 

ends happily.  
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The main change was the addition of another pair of identical twins in two Dromios. This 

added a lot of confusion caused by double pair of twins. The idea of another twin came to him from 

another play of Plautus-Amphitrio. Another change was the shift from Epidamnus to Ephesus. The 

story of Menaechmi takes place at Epidamnum. By shifting the story to Ephesus, which was a land 

known for ghosts, goblins and witchdoctors, Shakespeare gave a solid reason as to why Antipholus(S) 

and Dromio(S) who had set out in search of their twin brothers, never suspected that they may be in 

that land only. Because of their faith in ghosts and goblins and because of their foreknowledge of the 

presence of ghosts in the land they easily believed that it was the effect of ghosts and goblins. The two 

main changes - the second pair of twin and the shift of scene to Ephesus-are adaptations to the original 

tale of Plautus. But this had a impact of fun part of the play. By introducing the subplot of Dromio and 

the cook he again added humour and laughter to the play.  

Short notes: 

The Title - The Comedy of Errors’:  

The paly The Comedy of Errors‘ is based on Menaechmi. Shakespeare has added a lot to it to 

create more complications causing comedy through errors of identity. He first of all shifts the play to 

an island called Ephesus, which in his time was known of witchcraft, black magicians and so on. 

Antipholus (S) even says so on a couple of occasions. That ensures the understanding that the mistakes 

are effect of the atmosphere prevalent on the soil. Once we accept this as a situation, there is little 

problem for us to go along with the dramatist on a journey of willing suspension of disbelief.  

Shakespeare enhances the fun by adding another pair of twins in the Dromios. As a critic has 

rightly said, here we have a play where the dramatist has achieved great comic effect through very 

simple looking situations. The title amply suggests the same thing. In short, all the expectations form a 

good title, namely leading and suggestive quality, attractiveness and appropriateness are found in the 

present title. Wonderful and proper title has Shakespeare chosen.  

The Chain Episode:  

The Comedy of Errors‘ is comedy written by William Shakespeare. Antipholus (E) hopes to 

please Adriana by presenting her a gold chain, to please her and to save himself from her nagging 

tongue for his delay for lunch. But this very chain poses many problems for Antipholus and 

entertainment and fun for spectators.  

Antipholus(E) ordered the chain to please his wife. But it is delivered to Antipholus(S). 

Antipholus offered money but the goldsmith did not take it. He will receive the money later, he says 

surprising Antipholus(S).When the goldsmith was compelled to pay to his friends he comes to 
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Antipholus(E) and is shocked to hear that he did not receive the chain. They quarreled over it. The 

result was the arrest and public insult of Antipholus. 

Then, Angelo met Antipholus(S) once again, saw the chain on him and asked him why he 

denied the possession. Antipholus replied that they have not met after he gave the chain. He had 

offered money, he reminded the goldsmith.  

There was another side issue to the chain. When Antipholus was denied entry into his own 

house, he promised the chain to the courtesan with denied that day. The courtesan in turn agreed to the 

proposal and gave him her diamond ring in advance. Antipholus had the ring when the courtesan called 

on him for the chain. He said that he had no chain while the goldsmith insisted that he gave it to 

Antipholus. This involved Antipholus(E) into another squabble.Thus, the chain poses a number of 

problems. 

 

=======================================================================  
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Module IV -Tragedy 

 

Arthur Miller’s All My Sons 

Life and works of Arthur Miller 

Arthur Miller was one of the most important American dramatists of the twentieth century. He 

is famous for writing realistic plays about ordinary people, family relationships, social problems, moral 

responsibility, and the conflict between individuals and society. His works often show the struggles of 

common people who try to achieve success, dignity, and happiness. Arthur Asher Miller was born on 

17 October 1915 in New York City, USA. His father, Isidore Miller, was a successful businessman, but 

the family suffered financial difficulties during the Great Depression. This experience deeply 

influenced Miller's understanding of ordinary people's economic and social struggles. He studied at the 

University of Michigan and began writing plays while he was a student. After completing his 

education, he worked as a writer and gradually became a successful dramatist. 

Miller's first important success came with the play All My Sons, produced in 1947. The play 

deals with a businessman who sells defective airplane parts during wartime. It examines greed, 

responsibility, and the effects of selfish actions on a family. The play established Miller as a serious 

American playwright. His most famous play is Death of a Salesman, produced in 1949. It is considered 

one of the greatest American plays of the twentieth century. The central character, Willy Loman, is an 

ordinary salesman who dreams of becoming successful and respected. However, his dreams conflict 

with reality, and he suffers from failure and disappointment. The play criticizes the false idea of the 

American Dream and shows the tragic effects of social and economic pressure. Miller received the 

Pulitzer Prize for Drama for this play. 

Another major work is The Crucible, produced in 1953. It is based on the Salem witch trials of 

the seventeenth century. However, Miller wrote it partly as a criticism of the political atmosphere of 

the 1950s, especially the fear and accusations associated with McCarthyism. The play deals with 

themes such as fear, mass hysteria, truth, courage, and individual conscience. Miller also wrote A View 

from the Bridge (1955), which explores family, love, jealousy, and betrayal. After the Fall (1964) is a 

deeply personal play that examines guilt, relationships, and human weakness. Other important works 

include The Price (1968), The Creation of the World and Other Business (1972), and Broken Glass 

(1994). 

Miller's personal life also attracted public attention. He was married to the famous actress 

Marilyn Monroe from 1956 to 1961. His experiences in relationships and family life influenced some 
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of his later writings. He was also questioned by the House Un-American Activities Committee because 

of his political associations. He refused to provide names of other people and was later convicted of 

contempt of Congress, though the conviction was eventually overturned. 

Arthur Miller died on 10 February 2005 in Roxbury, Connecticut, at the age of 89. His 

contribution to American drama remains highly important. His plays combine realistic characters with 

serious social and moral questions. He gave special importance to the life of the common man and 

showed that ordinary people can become tragic figures. Through works such as Death of a Salesman 

and The Crucible, Miller continues to influence readers, students, actors, and dramatists throughout the 

world. 

Introduction of the Play 

All My Sons is an important modern American play written by Arthur Miller. It was first 

performed in 1947 and brought Miller great success as a serious dramatist. The play is a powerful 

family drama that deals with important themes such as war, business, guilt, responsibility, truth, and 

family relationships. It shows how a person's selfish actions can affect not only his own family but also 

many innocent people. 

The story is set in the backyard of the Keller family home in an American town after the 

Second World War. The central character is Joe Keller, a successful businessman who owns a factory. 

During the war, his factory produced airplane engine parts. Some defective parts were supplied to the 

army, and many pilots died because of them. Joe tries to hide the truth and believes that he acted to 

protect his business and his family. However, his past action continues to create serious problems for 

his family. 

Joe's wife, Kate Keller, is deeply worried about her missing son, Larry, who is believed to have 

died during the war. Their other son, Chris Keller, returns from the war and wants to marry Ann 

Deever, Larry's former girlfriend. Ann's father, Steve Deever, was Joe's business partner and was 

imprisoned for sending the defective parts. The arrival of Ann brings the hidden truth about the past to 

the surface. 

The play explores the conflict between personal responsibility and family loyalty. Joe believes 

that his first responsibility is toward his family, while Miller suggests that people also have a 

responsibility toward society. The title All My Sons becomes meaningful when Joe finally understands 

that the dead soldiers were not simply strangers; they were like his own sons. 

Thus, All My Sons is not only a story about one family but also a criticism of greed, selfishness, 

and moral irresponsibility. Through realistic characters and emotional situations, Arthur Miller shows 
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that people cannot escape the consequences of their actions. The play remains relevant because its 

questions about honesty, responsibility, and human values are important in every society. 

Characters in the play  

 

1. Joe Keller - Joe Keller is the central character of the play. He is a successful businessman who owns 

a factory that produces airplane engine parts. During the Second World War, he knowingly allowed 

defective cylinder heads to be supplied to the army because he wanted to save his business. He later 

tries to hide the truth. Joe is a loving father, but his love for his family makes him selfish and morally 

irresponsible. His character represents the conflict between family loyalty and social responsibility. 

2. Kate Keller - Kate Keller is Joe Keller's wife and the mother of Chris and Larry. She strongly 

believes that her son Larry is still alive, even though he has been missing since the war. Her belief is 

partly connected with her fear that accepting Larry's death would mean accepting the truth about Joe's 

crime. Kate is loving but emotionally troubled. She represents hope, denial, and the pain of a mother. 

3. Chris Keller – Chris Keller is Joe and Kate's surviving son and a former soldier. He is honest, 

idealistic, and morally serious. Chris wants to marry Ann Deever, Larry's former girlfriend. He respects 

his father but becomes deeply shocked when he discovers the truth about Joe's actions. Chris represents 

honesty, idealism, and moral responsibility. 

4. Ann Deever- Ann Deever is the daughter of Steve Deever and the former girlfriend of Larry Keller. 

She comes to the Keller home to marry Chris. Ann knows about the problems surrounding her father's 

imprisonment and Larry's disappearance. She wants to leave the painful past behind and begin a new 

life with Chris. She is practical, sincere, and courageous. 

5. George Deever- George Deever is Ann's brother and Steve Deever's son. He is a lawyer and a 

former soldier. He initially supports Chris and Ann's relationship, but after visiting his imprisoned 

father, he begins to question Joe Keller's role in the wartime crime. George represents the return of the 

truth from the past. 

6. Steve Deever- Steve Deever is Joe Keller's former business partner and Ann and George's father. He 

was imprisoned for sending defective airplane parts to the army. Although Joe claims that Steve was 

responsible for the crime, the truth is more complicated. Steve's character shows how people can 

become victims of fear, pressure, and betrayal. 

7. Jim Bayliss- Jim Bayliss is a doctor and the husband of Sue Bayliss. He lives near the Keller family. 

Jim gave up his research career because of financial and family pressures. He is friendly with the 
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Kellers but also understands some of the problems in their family. His character reflects the conflict 

between personal dreams and practical family life. 

8. Sue Bayliss- Sue Bayliss is Jim's wife and a neighbor of the Kellers. She is practical and somewhat 

jealous of the Keller family's influence over Jim. She believes that Chris's idealism affects her husband. 

Sue represents the practical and material side of ordinary life. 

9. Frank Lubey- Frank Lubey is another neighbor of the Keller family. He is a former soldier and 

works as an insurance agent. He has a friendly relationship with the Kellers and is married to Lydia. 

Frank prepares a horoscope for Larry, which becomes important because of Kate's belief that Larry is 

still alive. 

10. Lydia Lubey- Lydia Lubey is Frank Lubey's wife and George Deever's former girlfriend. She is 

warm, cheerful, and family-oriented. Her presence reminds George of the peaceful life he might have 

had before the war. She represents family happiness and the life that continues after the war. 

11. Bert- Bert is a young boy who is friendly with Joe Keller. He often visits Joe and plays the role of 

a police officer with him. Although he has a small role, Bert becomes important when Joe's secret is 

gradually revealed. His innocent games contrast with the serious truth hidden in the Keller family. 

12. Larry Keller - Larry Keller never appears on stage because he died during the war. However, he is 

one of the most important characters in the play. He is Joe and Kate's elder son and was engaged to 

Ann Deever. His death and the circumstances surrounding it influence almost every major character. 

Larry's memory represents truth, guilt, sacrifice, and the consequences of Joe's actions. 

 

Outline Summary  

Arthur Miller's All My Sons is a three-act play about family, guilt, responsibility, and the 

consequences of selfish actions. The story takes place after the Second World War in the backyard of 

the Keller family home. The three acts gradually reveal the truth about Joe Keller's past and lead to a 

tragic ending. 

Act I – Introduction and the Hidden Secret 

The play begins in the backyard of Joe Keller's house on a Sunday morning. Joe is a successful 

businessman who owns a factory producing airplane engine parts. His wife, Kate Keller, still believes 

that their elder son Larry is alive. Larry has been missing since the war, and Kate cannot accept that he 

is dead. 
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Joe and Kate's younger son, Chris Keller, has returned from the war. Chris wants to marry Ann 

Deever, Larry's former girlfriend. Ann comes to the Keller home from New York. Her father, Steve 

Deever, was Joe's former business partner. Steve is in prison because he was accused of sending 

defective airplane parts to the army during the war. 

A major mystery is introduced when a tree planted in Larry's memory is destroyed by a storm. 

Kate is deeply disturbed because she sees Larry's death as something that cannot be accepted. During 

the act, the audience learns that twenty-one airplane engines failed during the war, causing the deaths 

of twenty-one pilots. Joe claims that he was sick on the day the defective parts were shipped and that 

Steve was responsible. 

George Deever, Ann's brother, arrives later. He has visited his father in prison and begins to 

suspect that Joe was also responsible for the defective parts. Act I ends with the suggestion that the 

Keller family's peaceful life is built on a hidden and terrible truth. 

Act II – The Truth Begins to Appear 

Act II takes place on the same day, in the Keller backyard. Chris tells Ann that he wants to 

marry her. However, Kate continues to oppose the marriage because Ann was Larry's girlfriend. Kate 

believes that Larry may still return. 

George returns from visiting his father, Steve, and becomes angry with Joe. He believes that 

Joe was responsible for the defective airplane parts. George tells Ann that she should not marry Chris 

because Joe is guilty. Chris refuses to believe that his father could have knowingly sent defective parts 

to the army. 

The tension increases when Frank Lubey, a neighbor, tells Kate that Larry's birthday was the 

day before. Kate becomes emotional and again says that Larry must be alive. 

Eventually, the truth becomes clearer. Joe admits that he did know about the defective parts. He 

explains that he stopped the production of the parts but later agreed to ship them because he feared 

losing his business. He claims that he did it for his family. He also says that Steve was responsible for 

actually sending them. 

Chris is deeply shocked by his father's confession. He realizes that his father has not only 

betrayed him but also betrayed the families of the dead pilots. At the end of the act, a letter from Larry 

is brought into the story. The letter reveals the terrible reason behind Larry's death. 
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Act III – Guilt and Tragedy 

In Act III, the truth about Larry becomes completely clear. Larry had learned about the 

defective airplane parts and discovered that his father was responsible. He was deeply ashamed of Joe's 

actions. According to Larry's letter, he could not accept what his father had done and decided to take 

his own life by flying his plane into the sea. 

This revelation destroys Joe's belief that he acted only for his family. Chris tells him that the 

dead pilots were also someone's sons. Joe finally understands the full meaning of his crime and realizes 

that he had a responsibility not only to his family but also to society. 

Kate tries to persuade Joe to understand that he must accept responsibility. Joe then goes inside 

the house. A gunshot is heard. Joe has killed himself. 

The play ends with Kate asking Chris to live his life and forget the past. Chris is left to face the 

painful truth about his father and brother. 

All My Sons is a powerful tragedy about guilt, responsibility, family loyalty, and moral choice. 

Through the three acts, Miller slowly reveals Joe Keller's secret and shows how one selfish decision 

can destroy an entire family. The play teaches that personal responsibility cannot be avoided by using 

family love as an excuse. Joe's tragedy comes from his failure to understand that all human beings are 

connected and that the suffering of others is also our responsibility. 

Important Question  

1. Discuss All My Sons as a tragedy of family, guilt, and moral responsibility.  

2. Write a character sketch of Joe Keller. What makes him a tragic character?  

3. Discuss the character of Chris Keller and explain his importance in the play.  

4. What is the significance of the title All My Sons? Explain with reference to the play.  

5. Discuss the character of Kate Keller. Why does she refuse to accept Larry's death?  

6. How does Arthur Miller present the conflict between family loyalty and social responsibility in 

All My Sons?  

7. What was Joe Keller's role in sending the defective airplane parts during the war? Why did he 

do it?  

8. Discuss the importance of Larry Keller, although he never appears on the stage.  

9. How does Miller use the characters of Ann Deever and George Deever to reveal the truth about 

the Keller family?  

10. Discuss the major themes of All My Sons, especially guilt, truth, responsibility, the American 

Dream, and the consequences of selfishness. 
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Multiple Choice Question 

1. Who wrote the play All My Sons? 

A. Tennessee Williams B. Arthur Miller C. Eugene O'Neill D. John Steinbeck 

2. When was All My Sons first performed? 

A. 1945 B. 1947 C. 1949 D. 1953 

3. How many acts does All My Sons have? 

A. Two B. Three C. Four D. Five 

4. Who is the central character of the play? 

A. Chris Keller B. George Deever C. Joe Keller D. Steve Deever 

5. What is Joe Keller's profession? 

A. Doctor B. Lawyer C. Teacher D. Businessman 

6. What does Joe Keller's factory manufacture? 

A. Guns B. Airplane engine parts C. Cars D. Ships 

7. Who is Joe Keller's wife? 

A. Ann Deever B. Lydia Lubey C. Kate Keller D. Sue Bayliss 

8. How many sons do Joe and Kate Keller have? 

A. One  B. Two C. Three D. Four 

9. What are the names of Joe and Kate's sons? 

A. Chris and George  B. Larry and Steve 

C. Chris and Larry  D. Steve and Larry 

10. What happened to Larry Keller? 

A. He was imprisoned. 

B. He disappeared during the war and later is revealed to have died by suicide. 

C. He became a businessman. D. He returned home safely. 

11. Who is Ann Deever? 

A. Joe Keller's daughter  B. Larry Keller's former girlfriend 

C. Kate Keller's sister   D. Sue Bayliss's daughter 

12. Who is Ann's brother? 

A. Chris Keller B. George Deever C. Frank Lubey D. Jim Bayliss 

13. Who is Ann and George Deever's father? 

A. Joe Keller  B. Chris Keller C. Steve Deever D. Frank Lubey 

14. Why was Steve Deever imprisoned? 
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A. For stealing money   B. For sending defective airplane parts to the army 

C. For deserting the army  D. For murder 

15. What was the major result of the defective airplane parts? 

A. Several factories were destroyed.  B. Twenty-one pilots died. 

C. Joe lost his business.   D. The war ended. 

16. What does Joe initially claim about the defective parts? 

A. He deliberately manufactured them. B. He knew nothing about them. 

C. He was sick when they were shipped and Steve was responsible. 

D. Chris sent them. 

17. Why did Joe allow the defective parts to be shipped? 

A. He wanted revenge.   B. He wanted to protect his business. 

C. He wanted to help Steve.   D. He wanted to become famous. 

18. What does Chris want to do with Ann? 

A. Travel with her B. Work with her C. Marry her  D. Send her away 

19. Why does Kate have difficulty accepting Chris and Ann's marriage? 

A. She dislikes Ann.  B. She believes Larry is still alive. 

C. Ann is poor.  D. Chris does not love Ann. 

20. What is the significance of the tree in the play? 

A. It represents Joe's business.   B. It is planted in memory of Larry. 

C. It represents Chris's childhood.   D. It belongs to Ann. 

21. Who visits Steve Deever in prison? 

A. Joe Keller  B. Chris Keller C. George Deever D. Frank Lubey 

22. What does George begin to suspect after visiting his father? 

A. Chris is guilty.  B. Joe Keller was also responsible for the defective parts. 

C. Ann is lying.  D. Larry is alive. 

23. Who is Jim Bayliss? 

A. A doctor and neighbor of the Kellers  B. Joe's business partner 

C. A soldier      D. Ann's father 

24. Who is Sue Bayliss? 

A. Joe's sister B. Jim Bayliss's wife  C. Ann's mother D. Kate's sister 

25. Who is Frank Lubey? 

A. A lawyer  B. A doctor C. A neighbor of the Kellers D. A factory worker 


