
SMM KADEPUR 1 

 

 

 

SHIVAJI UNIVERSITY KOLHAPUR 

 

 

 

B A III Semester V (NEP 2.0) 

Major Elective II  

American Literature up to 19th Century 

 

 

 

Prepared by 

 Mrs. Seema Mahesh Mali 

Department Of English  

 

 

 

Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha’s 

Arts and Commerce College, Kadepur 
Tal- Kadegaon, Dist Sangli (MS) 

 

 

 
Academic Year - 2026-27 

 

 



SMM KADEPUR 2 

 

 

B A III Semester V (NEP 2.0)  
 

Major Elective II - American Literature up to 19
th

  Century 

 

Syllabus 
 

Module 

No.  

Subtitles of the Module  

I a. Historical and socio-political background of American literature up to 19
th

 Century 

b. Periods of American literature – Colonial period, early national period, American 

 (Romantic period in America and Age of Transcendentalism, etc.) 

 

II American Poetry up to 19th Century 

a. Anne Bradstreet (1612-72): The Author to Her Book 

b. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82): Concord Hymn 

c. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82): Paul Revered Ride 

d. Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-94): Old Ironsides 

e. Walt Whitman (1819-92): O Captain! My Captain! 

f. Emily Dickinson (1830-86): Hope is the Thing with Feathers 

 

III 19th Century American Short Stories 

a. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49): The Tell-Tale Heart 

b. Kate Chopin (1851-1904): A Point at Issue! 

 

IV 19th Century American Novel 

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64): The Scarlet Letter (1850) 
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Nature of Question Paper     (80 Marks)  
 

Q. 1. A. Multiple choice questions with four alternatives. (10) 

(To be set on Unit I, II, III & IV) 

B. Show your acquaintance with the following: (Any 5 out of 7) (10) 

(To be set on Unit I, II, III & IV) 

Q. 2. Answer the following questions in about 200-250 words. (Any 2 out of 3) (15) 

(To be set on Module 1) 

Q. 3. Answer the following questions in about 250-300 words. (15) 

(A or B on Module 2, 3 & 4) 

Q. 4. Write short notes in about 100-150 words each. (Any 3 out of 5) (15) 

(Unit I) 

Q. 5. Write short notes in about 100-150 words each. (Any 3 out of 5) (15) 

(To be set on Module 2, 3 & 4) 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Written Examination: 60 + Internal Assessment: 40 = Total Marks: 100 

(To be implemented from 2027-28) 

Q. 1: Multiple choice questions (10 MCQs) (01 marks each) 10 Marks 

Q. 2: Short Notes (Any Four out of Six) (5X4) 20 Marks 

Q. 3: Short Answer Question (Any Four out of Six) (5X4) 20 Marks 

Q. 4: Answer the following (Any One out of Two) (10X1) 10 Marks 

Note: Question Paper should cover all the units in the syllabus. 

 

===================================================================== 
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Module I - Introduction to American Literature  

 

a. Historical and socio-political background of American literature up to 19
th

 Century 

b. Periods of American literature – Colonial period, early national period, American 

 (Romantic period in America and Age of Transcendentalism, etc.) 

Introduction  

American Literature is the literature written by American writers. It includes poetry, novels, 

short stories, dramas, essays and other forms of writing. American literature reflects the history, culture, 

society, and experiences of the American people. It has developed over many centuries and has been 

influenced by events such as colonization, the American Revolution, slavery, the Civil War, 

industrialization, and the two World Wars. The history of American literature can be divided into 

different phases- Colonial Period, Revolutionary and Early National Period (1700s–early 1800s), 

Romantic Period (1820s–1860s), Realism (1860s–1900), Modern Period (1900–1945), Contemporary 

American Literature (1945–present) 

The beginning of American literature can be traced to the Colonial Period. Early writers were 

mainly influenced by religion, especially Puritan beliefs. They wrote about God, morality, religion, and 

their experiences in the new land. William Bradford and Anne Bradstreet are important writers of this 

period. During the 18th century, American literature became closely connected with ideas of freedom 

and independence. The American Revolution had a strong influence on writers. Benjamin Franklin was 

one of the most important writers of this period. His The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin describes 

his life, ideas, and belief in hard work and self-improvement. 

The Romantic Period was an important period in American literature. Writers became interested 

in nature, imagination, emotion, individual freedom, and the human mind. Important writers of this 

period include Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, 

Herman Melville, and Walt Whitman. Their works helped American literature develop its own identity. 

After the Civil War, Realism became popular. Realist writers tried to present ordinary life and real 

social problems rather than idealized stories. Mark Twain is one of the best-known American realist 

writers. His famous works include The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

His writing often uses humor to show problems in American society. 

In the 20th century, American literature became more diverse and experimental. Writers wrote 

about war, modern life, loneliness, society, race, and the changing American Dream. F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, and John Steinbeck are important writers of this 
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period. Their works show the difficulties and changes experienced by Americans during the modern 

age. Contemporary American literature includes writers from many different racial, cultural, and social 

backgrounds. It discusses subjects such as race, gender, immigration, identity, equality, and social 

justice. Writers such as Toni Morrison, Maya Angelou, Alice Walker, and Jhumpa Lahiri have made 

important contributions to American literature. 

Thus, American Literature is a reflection of American life and history. It tells us about the 

hopes, dreams, struggles, freedoms, and problems of American people. By studying American 

literature, we can understand not only famous writers and their works but also the development of 

American society and culture. 

A. Historical and socio-political background of American literature up to 19
th

 Century 

The history of American literature is closely connected with the history, society, politics, and 

culture of America. American literature did not develop suddenly. It grew through different historical 

periods, beginning with the lives and traditions of Native Americans, followed by European exploration 

and colonization. Later, events such as the American Revolution, the creation of the United States, 

slavery, westward expansion, and the Civil War deeply influenced American writers. Therefore, to 

understand American literature up to the 19th century, it is important to understand the major historical 

and socio-political events of America. 

Native American Background 

Before Europeans arrived in America, the land was inhabited by many Native American tribes 

and nations. These people had their own languages, cultures, religions, traditions, and stories. Their 

literature was mainly oral, which means that stories, songs, legends, myths, and religious beliefs were 

passed from one generation to another by speaking and storytelling. Their stories often focused on 

nature, animals, ancestors, creation, community, and the relationship between human beings and the 

natural world. Although much of this early literature was not written down, Native American oral 

traditions became an important part of the larger background of American literature. 

European Exploration and Colonization 

European exploration of America began in the late 15th century. Christopher Columbus's 

voyage in 1492 encouraged further European exploration of the Americas. Later, European countries, 

especially England, France, and Spain, established colonies in different parts of North America. English 

settlement became particularly important for the development of American literature. The arrival of 

Europeans brought new languages, religions, political ideas, and social systems to America. At the 
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same time, colonization caused serious suffering and loss of land and population among Native 

American peoples. 

The Colonial Period 

The 17th century was an important period in the development of American literature. The 

English established permanent settlements, including Jamestown in 1607 and the Plymouth Colony in 

1620. Many settlers came to America for economic opportunities, while others came because of 

religious reasons. The Puritans were especially important in the development of early American 

writing. They wanted to practice their religion according to their own beliefs and created communities 

based on strong religious principles. Religion strongly influenced Colonial American literature. Puritan 

writers believed that life on earth was a test from God and that people should live according to religious 

and moral rules. Their writings often discussed God, sin, salvation, morality, hard work, and religious 

faith. William Bradford, who wrote Of Plymouth Plantation, described the experiences of the early 

settlers. Anne Bradstreet, one of the first important American poets, wrote poems about religion, 

family, nature, and everyday life. 

Puritan Society and Literature 

Puritan society had strict moral and religious rules. Education was considered important because 

people needed to read the Bible. As a result, literacy was relatively important in many New England 

communities. The Bible had a strong influence on language, thought, and writing. Early American 

writers often saw events in their lives as signs of God's plan. This religious way of thinking can be seen 

in the works of writers such as Jonathan Edwards, whose famous sermon Sinners in the Hands of an 

Angry God reflects the religious ideas of the period. However, not everyone agreed with Puritan 

religious and political control. Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson challenged the strict religious 

system in Massachusetts. Williams supported greater religious freedom and helped establish Rhode 

Island. These conflicts introduced important American ideas about individual freedom, religious liberty, 

and separation between religion and government. 

Growth of the Colonies 

During the 18th century, the American colonies grew economically and socially. Agriculture, 

trade, fishing, and commerce became important parts of colonial life. The population increased, and 

towns and cities developed. However, colonial society was unequal. Wealthy landowners and 

merchants had more power than poor workers and farmers. Most political power was held by men, 

while women had limited political and legal rights.Another major part of colonial society was slavery. 

Enslaved Africans were brought to the American colonies and were forced to work, especially on 
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plantations in the southern colonies. Slavery became an important economic and social institution. The 

experiences of enslaved people later became a major subject of American literature. Phillis Wheatley, 

an enslaved African-born poet, became one of the earliest published African American writers. Her 

poetry showed her literary ability while also reflecting the religious and social conditions of her time. 

The Enlightenment and New Ideas 

During the 18th century, the ideas of the Enlightenment began to influence American society. 

Enlightenment thinkers emphasized reason, science, education, individual rights, and human freedom. 

These ideas challenged traditional forms of political and religious authority. American writers began to 

discuss practical knowledge, personal improvement, freedom, and social progress. Benjamin Franklin 

was a major writer influenced by these ideas. He believed in education, hard work, self-discipline, and 

practical knowledge. His Autobiography became an important work in American literature. Franklin's 

life also represented an important idea that later became connected with the American Dream: the belief 

that a person can improve his or her life through hard work and determination. 

The American Revolution 

One of the most important events in American history was the American Revolution (1775–

1783). The thirteen colonies fought against British rule and eventually became independent. The 

conflict was influenced by disagreements about taxation, political representation, and colonial rights. 

The famous idea of "no taxation without representation" expressed colonial opposition to British 

control. The Revolution had a powerful effect on American literature. Writers began to focus on 

freedom, independence, equality, patriotism, and individual rights. Thomas Paine, through works such 

as Common Sense, encouraged the colonists to support independence from Britain. Thomas Jefferson 

wrote the Declaration of Independence in 1776, which expressed important ideas about equality and 

natural rights. These political writings became important parts of America's literary and intellectual 

history. 

The Birth of the United States 

After winning independence, the United States faced the difficult task of creating a new 

government. The Constitution was adopted in 1787, and the new federal government began in 1789. 

The Bill of Rights, added in 1791, protected important freedoms such as freedom of speech and 

religion. The new nation wanted to develop its own identity. American writers also wanted to create a 

literature that was different from European literature, especially British literature. Writers began asking 

questions such as: What does it mean to be American? What does freedom mean? What is the 

American identity? These questions became important themes in American literature. 
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Romanticism and Transcendentalism 

In the first half of the 19th century, American literature entered the Romantic Period. Romantic 

writers emphasized emotion, imagination, nature, individual experience, and freedom. They believed 

that human beings could find truth through personal experience and close contact with nature. A 

particularly important movement was Transcendentalism, which developed mainly in New England. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau were its leading writers. Emerson emphasized 

individual thought, self-reliance, and the importance of nature. Thoreau's Walden describes his simple 

life close to nature and his ideas about individual freedom and society. His essay Civil Disobedience 

argued that people should not blindly obey unjust government. 

Expansion and the American Dream 

During the 19th century, the United States expanded westward. Many Americans moved toward 

the western territories in search of land, wealth, and new opportunities. This expansion became 

connected with the idea of Manifest Destiny, the belief that the United States had a special mission to 

expand across the continent. Westward expansion became an important subject in American literature. 

Writers described the frontier, wilderness, adventure, and the meeting between different cultures. 

However, this expansion also had a dark side. Native American communities were forced from their 

lands, and conflicts between settlers and Native peoples increased. Therefore, American expansion 

created both opportunities and serious social and political problems. 

Slavery and the Abolitionist Movement 

Slavery was one of the biggest social and political issues of 19th-century America. The northern 

states gradually moved toward abolition, while slavery remained central to the economy of many 

southern states. The disagreement between free and slave states became increasingly serious. Literature 

played an important role in the abolitionist movement, which wanted to end slavery. Formerly enslaved 

writers used literature to describe the cruelty of slavery and demand freedom. Frederick Douglass wrote 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, describing his experiences as an enslaved person and his 

journey toward freedom. Harriet Beecher Stowe's novel Uncle Tom's Cabin also drew attention to the 

suffering caused by slavery. These works helped make slavery a major subject of public discussion. 

The Women's Rights Movement 

The 19th century also saw the beginning of organized movements for women's rights. Women 

had limited legal, educational, economic, and political rights. They were generally excluded from 

voting and many areas of public life. Writers and activists began demanding greater equality for 

women. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott were important figures in the early women's rights 
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movement. The Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 became an important event in the history of women's 

rights in America. These social changes influenced American literature, especially writing about 

women's lives, freedom, education, marriage, and independence. 

The Civil War 

The conflict over slavery, states' rights, and the future of the Union eventually led to the 

American Civil War (1861–1865). The northern and southern states fought against each other. The war 

caused enormous loss of life and changed American society. In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 

issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared the freedom of enslaved people in the rebellious 

Confederate states. In 1865, the 13th Amendment abolished slavery throughout the United States. 

Lincoln's speeches, especially the Gettysburg Address, became important examples of American 

political writing and expressed ideas about democracy, equality, freedom, and national unity. 

 

Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Period 

After the Civil War, America entered the period known as Reconstruction. The country faced 

the difficult task of rebuilding the South and deciding the political and social status of formerly 

enslaved people. The 14th and 15th Amendments expanded constitutional rights and voting rights for 

African American men, although racial discrimination and violence continued. The post-war period 

also brought rapid industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and economic growth. Cities became 

larger, factories expanded, and many people moved from rural areas to cities. These changes created 

new social problems, including poverty, poor working conditions, and inequality. 

Realism in the Late 19th Century 

These social changes influenced the development of Realism in American literature. Realist 

writers tried to describe life as it actually was rather than presenting an idealized picture of society. 

They wrote about ordinary people, families, work, poverty, social class, and everyday problems. Mark 

Twain became one of the most important realist writers. His works, including The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, describe American society with humor and criticism. 

Henry James explored human psychology, relationships, and differences between American and 

European cultures. William Dean Howells also played an important role in the development of 

American Realism. 

The historical and socio-political background of American literature is closely connected with 

the development of the United States. From Native American traditions and European colonization 

Puritan period, American Revolution, independence, westward expansion, slavery, abolition, women's 
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rights, the Civil War, Reconstruction, and industrialization, every major change influenced American 

writers. By the end of the 19
th

 century, American literature had developed a strong and distinctive 

identity. Writers were no longer simply following European traditions. They were writing about 

uniquely American experiences and problems. The major themes of freedom, individualism, equality, 

nature, slavery, democracy, the American Dream, and social change became central to American 

literature and continued to influence writers in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

B. Periods of American literature –  

The history of American literature can be divided into different phases- Colonial Period, 

Revolutionary and Early National Period (1700s–early 1800s), Romantic Period (1820s–1860s), 

Realism (1860s–1900), Modern Period (1900–1945), Contemporary American Literature (1945–

present) 

Colonial period-   

The Colonial Period in American Literature began in the early 17th century, when English 

settlers came to America, and continued until about 1776, when the American Revolution began. The 

literature of this period was strongly influenced by religion, European traditions, daily life, and the 

experiences of the early settlers. Most writers wrote about their struggles, beliefs, nature, and life in the 

new land. 

Religion played a very important role in Colonial literature. Many early settlers were Puritans 

who believed that life should be devoted to God. Their writings often focused on sin, faith, salvation, 

and moral values. They believed that literature should teach people how to live a good and religious 

life. William Bradford, Anne Bradstreet, and Jonathan Edwards were important writers connected with 

this tradition. 

William Bradford wrote Of Plymouth Plantation, which describes the experiences of the 

Pilgrims and their settlement in America. Anne Bradstreet was one of the first important American 

poets. Her poems deal with religion, family, love, death, and everyday life. Jonathan Edwards was a 

famous religious preacher and writer. His well-known sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, 

shows the strong religious feelings of the period. Colonial literature also includes diaries, sermons, 

histories, letters, travel accounts, and poetry. Most writing was practical and religious rather than 

imaginative. Writers described the difficulties of life, relationships with Native Americans, settlement, 

nature, and their hopes for the future. 
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The Colonial Period was the beginning of American literature. Its literature reflected the 

religious beliefs, struggles, experiences, and values of the early American settlers. It prepared the 

foundation for the development of later American literature. 

Early National Period (1700s–early 1800s)  

The Early National Period in American Literature began after the American Revolution (1775–

1783) and continued roughly from 1776 to 1820. During this period, America became an independent 

nation and writers started to develop a distinct American literary identity. Literature was strongly 

influenced by ideas of freedom, democracy, patriotism, individual rights, and national unity. 

The writers of this period were interested in building a new American culture. They wanted 

American literature to be different from British literature. They wrote about the American Revolution, 

independence, political ideas, freedom, nature, society, and the future of the nation. Political writing 

and essays were very important during this period. Newspapers, magazines, speeches, and pamphlets 

also became popular. 

Benjamin Franklin was an important writer and thinker of the period. His famous 

autobiography, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, describes his life, education, hard work, and 

success. Thomas Paine wrote Common Sense, which strongly supported American independence. His 

writing was simple and powerful, and it influenced public opinion during the American Revolution. 

Thomas Jefferson was also an important political writer. The Declaration of Independence (1776) is one 

of the most important documents of this period.Poetry and fiction also began to develop. Philip 

Freneau, known as the ―Poet of the American Revolution,‖ wrote poems about freedom, nature, and 

patriotism. Washington Irving became an important early American writer of fiction and essays. His 

works helped American literature gain recognition and prepared the way for later writers. 

The Early National Period was an important stage in the development of American literature. 

Writers moved away from purely religious writing and began to focus on freedom, democracy, 

patriotism, individualism, and American identity. This period created a strong foundation for the 

growth of American literature in the nineteenth century. 

Romantic period in America (1820s–1860s), 

The Romantic Period in American Literature began around 1820 and continued until about 

1865. It was one of the most important periods in the development of American literature. During this 

period, writers moved away from strict rules and focused more on imagination, emotions, nature, 
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individual freedom, and personal experience. Romantic writers believed that the human heart and 

imagination were very important. 

Nature was one of the major subjects of Romantic literature. Writers believed that nature could 

give people peace, inspiration, and spiritual knowledge. They often described forests, rivers, mountains, 

seasons, and the beauty of the natural world. Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau were 

important writers of this tradition. Emerson's essay Nature expresses the idea that people can find truth 

and spiritual meaning through nature. Thoreau's famous book Walden describes his simple life close to 

nature. 

Another important feature of American Romanticism was individualism. Writers believed that 

every person should think independently and follow his or her own ideas. Transcendentalism, 

associated mainly with Emerson and Thoreau, emphasized self-reliance, nature, intuition, and spiritual 

truth. 

The period also produced important fiction writers. Washington Irving wrote famous stories 

such as Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Nathaniel Hawthorne explored sin, guilt, and 

human nature in works such as The Scarlet Letter. Edgar Allan Poe became famous for his mysterious, 

dark, and imaginative stories and poems. Herman Melville wrote Moby-Dick, a major American novel 

that explores human nature, obsession, and the power of the sea. 

The Romantic Period was a golden age of American literature. It gave importance to 

imagination, emotion, nature, freedom, individualism, and the inner life of human beings. The great 

writers of this period helped American literature develop a unique identity and gain international 

importance. 

Age of Transcendentalism-  

The Age of Transcendentalism was an important literary and philosophical movement in 

American literature. It developed mainly during the 1830s and 1840s in New England. 

Transcendentalism was a part of the American Romantic movement. It emphasized individual freedom, 

self-reliance, intuition, nature, and spiritual experience. Transcendentalists believed that people could 

discover truth by looking within themselves and by experiencing nature rather than depending only on 

traditional institutions or organized religion. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson was the leading figure of Transcendentalism. His famous essay ―Nature‖ 

(1836) explains the close relationship between human beings and nature. Emerson believed that nature 

could teach people important spiritual truths. His essay ―Self-Reliance‖ encourages people to trust their 
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own thoughts and abilities instead of simply following society. He believed that every individual has an 

inner power and should live according to his or her own conscience. 

Henry David Thoreau was another major Transcendentalist writer. His famous book Walden 

(1854) describes his simple life near Walden Pond. Thoreau believed that people should live simply and 

stay close to nature. He also supported individual freedom and resistance to unjust government. His 

essay ―Civil Disobedience‖ influenced later thinkers and social reformers. 

Transcendentalism also encouraged people to question materialism, social inequality, and 

traditional ideas. The movement valued simple living, independent thinking, spiritual development, and 

a close relationship with nature. Other writers associated with the movement included Margaret Fuller, 

Bronson Alcott, and George Ripley. 

The Age of Transcendentalism made an important contribution to American literature. It gave 

writers a new way to think about the individual, society, God, and nature. Its ideas of self-reliance, 

freedom, simplicity, and respect for nature continue to influence American literature and modern 

thought. Thus, Transcendentalism became  
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Module II-   American Literature up to 19
th

 Century 

 

A. Anne Bradstreet (1612-72): ―The Author to Her Book‖ 

B. B. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82): ―Concord Hymn‖ 

C. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82): ―Paul Revered Ride‖ 

D. Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-94): ―Old Ironsides‖ 

E. Walt Whitman (1819-92): ―O Captain! My Captain!‖ 

F. Emily Dickinson (1830-86): ―Hope is the Thing with Feathers‖ 

 

The Author to Her Book 

-   Anne Bradstreet (1612-72) 

Life and works of Anne Bradstreet (1612-72) 

Anne Bradstreet (1612–1672) was one of the earliest important English poets in colonial 

America. She was born in England and came to America with her husband, Simon Bradstreet, and her 

family in 1630. They settled in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. She was well educated and had a strong 

interest in literature, religion, family life, and nature. 

Bradstreet wrote poetry about her personal experiences and everyday life. Her poems show her 

love for her husband and children, her religious faith, and her thoughts about death and human life. Her 

famous work, The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America, was published in 1650. It made her the 

first American woman poet to receive wide recognition. Her important poems include To My Dear and 

Loving Husband, Upon the Burning of Our House, and Contemplations. Anne Bradstreet died in 1672. 

She is remembered as a pioneer of American literature and an important early female poet. 

Introduction of the Poem 

The poem The Author to Her Book is a famous poem written by Anne Bradstreet (1612–1672), 

one of the earliest important poets of American literature. The poem was published in her collection 

Several Poems Compiled with Great Variety of Wit and Learning in 1678, after her death. It is a 

personal and humorous poem about a poet and her work. 

In the poem, Bradstreet compares her book to an imperfect child. She says that the book was 

like a child born from her mind. When the book was published without her full permission, she felt 

embarrassed because she thought it was not perfect. She tries to correct its mistakes, but she knows that 

she cannot make it completely perfect. Through this comparison, Bradstreet expresses the love, care, 
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worry, and responsibility of a writer towards her work. The poem is simple, emotional, and humorous. 

It also shows Bradstreet’s honesty and her awareness of her own limitations as a poet. 

     The Author to Her Book 

 

Thou ill-formed offspring of my feeble brain, 

Who after birth didst by my side remain, 

Till snatched from thence by friends, less wise than true, 

Who thee abroad, exposed to public view, 

Made thee in rags, halting to th’ press to trudge, 

Where errors were not lessened (all may judge). 

 

At thy return my blushing was not small, 

My rambling brat (in print) should mother call. 

I cast thee by as one unfit for light, 

Thy visage was so irksome in my sight; 

Yet being mine own, at length affection would 

Thy blemishes amend, if so I could. 

 

I washed thy face, but more defects I saw, 

And rubbing off a spot, still made a flaw. 

I stretched thy joints to make thee even feet, 

Yet still thou run’st more hobbling than is meet. 

In better dress to trim thee was my mind, 

But nought save homespun cloth, i’ th’ house I find. 

 

In this array, ’mongst vulgars mayst thou roam. 

In critics’ hands, beware thou dost not come; 

And take thy way where yet thou art not known. 

If for thy father asked, say thou hadst none; 

And for thy mother, she alas is poor, 

Which caused her thus to send thee out of door. 

 

Critical Appreciation of the poem 

The poem The Author to Her Book is one of the most famous poems by Anne Bradstreet (1612–

1672), an important early poet of American literature. The poem presents the poet’s feelings towards 

her published book. Bradstreet compares her book to an imperfect child and herself to its mother. 

Through this simple comparison, she expresses her love, embarrassment, care, and responsibility as an 

author. 

The central idea of the poem is the relationship between a writer and her work. Bradstreet calls 

her book an ―ill-formed offspring‖ of her ―feeble brain.‖ She feels that the book was published before 

she could properly correct and improve it. When she sees the printed book, she feels ashamed of its 

weaknesses. However, because the book is her own creation, she cannot completely reject it. Like a 
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loving mother, she tries to wash its face, correct its defects, and improve its appearance. This extended 

comparison between a book and a child is the most important poetic device in the poem. 

The poem also shows Bradstreet’s modesty and self-criticism. She does not present herself as a 

perfect poet. Instead, she openly accepts the weaknesses of her work. Her humorous description of the 

book as a poorly dressed and imperfect child makes the poem lively and interesting. At the same time, 

the poem reflects the difficulties faced by a woman writer in the seventeenth century. 

Bradstreet uses simple language, vivid images, personification, metaphor, and gentle humour. 

The book is given human qualities and behaves like a child. The mother-child metaphor continues 

throughout the poem and gives unity to the whole work. 

In conclusion, ―The Author to Her Book‖ is a personal, humorous, and thoughtful poem. It 

beautifully expresses the emotional bond between an author and her creation. It also establishes Anne 

Bradstreet as a sincere, intelligent, and pioneering female voice in early American literature. 

Important Questions 

1. What is the central idea of the poem “The Author to Her Book” by Anne Bradstreet?  

2. How does Anne Bradstreet compare her book to a child in the poem?  

3. Explain the significance of the title “The Author to Her Book.”  

4. How does the poem express Anne Bradstreet’s feelings about her published work?  

5. Discuss the use of metaphor, personification, and humour in “The Author to Her Book.” 

Multiple choice questions   

1. Who is the poet of ―The Author to Her Book‖? 

A) Emily Dickinson B) Anne Bradstreet C) Walt Whitman D) Sylvia Plath 

2. What does the poet compare her book to? 

A) A flower B) A bird C) A child D) A tree 

3. What does ―ill-formed offspring‖ refer to? 

A) The poet’s child B) The poet’s book C) The poet’s husband D) The poet’s friend 

4. Why does the poet feel embarrassed about her book? 

A) It is too long  B) It was published with errors  

C) It was not popular  D) It was expensive 

5. Who does the poet compare herself to in relation to the book? 

A) A teacher  B) A sister C) A mother D) A critic 

6. What does the poet try to do after seeing the defects in her book? 

A) Destroy it  B) Sell it C) Correct and improve it D) Hide it forever 
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7. Which poetic device is mainly used in comparing the book with a child? 

A) Simile B) Extended metaphor C) Alliteration  D) Hyperbole 

8. What does the poem mainly express? 

A) The poet’s love and concern for her work  B) The beauty of nature 

C) Political problems     D) War and violence 

9. What does the poet say about her financial condition? 

A) She is very rich B) She is a queen C) She is poor  D) She is a merchant 

10. Anne Bradstreet is considered an important early poet of which literature? 

A) British Literature B) American Literature C) Indian Literature D) African Literature 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Concord Hymn 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82) 

Life and works of Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82) 

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882) was a famous American essayist, poet, lecturer, and 

philosopher. He was born on May 25, 1803, in Boston, Massachusetts. He studied at Harvard College 

and later worked as a minister. However, he gradually moved away from traditional religious ideas and 

became one of the leading thinkers of the Transcendentalist movement in America. He believed that 

people should trust themselves, think independently, and learn from nature. 

Emerson wrote many important essays, poems, and lectures. His most famous essay is Self-

Reliance, in which he encourages people to trust their own thoughts and abilities. Another important 

work is Nature, published in 1836. In this work, he explains the spiritual and moral importance of 

nature. His other important essays include The Over-Soul, The Poet, and Experience. His famous 

collection Essays was published in 1841, followed by Essays: Second Series in 1844. 

Emerson also wrote poetry, including Concord Hymn and Brahma. His writings emphasize self-

confidence, individual freedom, spiritual development, and the close relationship between human 

beings and nature. He influenced many American writers, including Henry David Thoreau and Walt 

Whitman. Emerson died on April 27, 1882, in Concord, Massachusetts. He is remembered as one of the 

most important thinkers and writers of nineteenth-century American literature. 

Introduction of the Poem 

Concord Hymn is a famous poem written by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882), one of the 

leading writers and thinkers of nineteenth-century American literature. The poem was written in 1837 
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for the dedication of the Concord Monument in Concord, Massachusetts. The monument was built to 

remember the American soldiers who fought in the Battle of Concord during the American Revolution. 

The poem celebrates the courage and sacrifice of the ordinary people who fought for freedom. It 

remembers the historic battle between the American colonists and British soldiers on April 19, 1775. 

Emerson describes the important moment when the American farmers stood against the British forces. 

The famous opening line, By the rude bridge that arched the flood, refers to the bridge at Concord 

where the battle began. 

Concord Hymn is not only a poem about the past but also a message for future generations. 

Emerson praises the bravery of the soldiers and asks future generations to remember their sacrifice. The 

poem shows important themes such as patriotism, freedom, courage, sacrifice, and remembrance. 

The language of the poem is simple, clear, and musical. Emerson uses images from nature and history 

to make the poem memorable. The poem ends with a hope that the spirit of freedom will continue in 

future generations. Thus, Concord Hymn is an important patriotic poem that connects American history 

with the ideals of freedom and courage. 

 

Concord Hymn 

 

By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 

Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood, 

And fired the shot heard round the world. 

 

The foe long since in silence slept; 

Alike the conqueror silent sleeps; 

And Time the ruined bridge has swept 

Down the dark stream which seaward creeps. 

 

On this green bank, by this soft stream, 

We set today a votive stone, 

That memory may their deed redeem, 

When, like our sires, our sons are gone. 

 

Spirit, that made those heroes dare 

To die, and leave their children free, 

Bid Time and Nature gently spare 

The shaft we raise to them and Thee. 
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Critical Appreciation of the poem 

Concord Hymn is a famous patriotic poem by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882), one of the 

leading writers and thinkers of nineteenth-century American literature. Emerson wrote the poem in 

1837 for the dedication of the Concord Monument at Concord, Massachusetts. The monument was built 

to remember the American farmers and soldiers who fought in the Battle of Concord during the 

American Revolution. The poem celebrates their courage, sacrifice, and love of freedom. It also 

connects the historical event with the hopes of future generations. 

The main theme of the poem is patriotism and the love of freedom. Emerson remembers the 

brave farmers who stood against the British forces at the beginning of the American Revolution. The 

opening lines, By the rude bridge that arched the flood, / Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, create a 

clear picture of the historic place. The rude bridge refers to the bridge at Concord where the American 

colonists faced the British soldiers. The poem reminds readers that ordinary farmers became heroes by 

fighting for their freedom. 

One of the most famous lines in American poetry is And fired the shot heard round the world. 

This line refers to the first shot of the American Revolution at Concord. Emerson suggests that the 

event was not only important for America but also had a wider historical importance. The line gives the 

poem a powerful and memorable quality. It also shows how a small event can have a great influence on 

history. 

Another important theme is the passage of time. In the second stanza, Emerson says that both the 

enemies and the heroes have long been silent in death. The old bridge has also disappeared because of 

time. The flowing stream continues its journey towards the sea. These images show that human beings 

and their physical achievements are temporary. However, their courage and ideals can live forever in 

human memory. 

The third stanza focuses on memory and remembrance. Emerson describes the monument as a 

votive stone raised in honour of the heroes. The monument is meant to preserve their memory for future 

generations. He hopes that when the present generation is gone, their children will also remember the 

brave deeds of the past. Thus, the poem shows that history and memory are important parts of national 

identity. 

The final stanza gives the poem a spiritual and hopeful ending. Emerson addresses the Spirit 

that gave the heroes courage to fight and die for freedom. He asks this spirit to protect the monument 

from the destructive effects of Time and Nature. The Spirit can be understood as the spirit of freedom, 

courage, and sacrifice. The poet wants these values to continue in the hearts of future generations. 
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Emerson uses simple, clear, and musical language in the poem. He uses historical images such 

as the bridge, flag, stream, monument, and heroes. Personification is also important, especially when 

Time and Nature are presented as powerful forces. The poem has four quatrains, and its regular rhyme 

and rhythm make it suitable as a hymn or public song. The title itself suggests a poem of praise and 

remembrance. 

Concord Hymn is a powerful patriotic poem about freedom, courage, sacrifice, memory, and 

national history. Emerson successfully turns a historical event into a universal message about the value 

of freedom. The poem honours the heroes of the American Revolution while encouraging future 

generations to remember and protect the ideals for which they fought. Its simple language, strong 

images, musical form, and memorable lines make it one of Emerson’s most important poems. 

Important Questions  

1. What is the central theme of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s poem “Concord Hymn”?  

2. Explain the significance of the line “And fired the shot heard round the world.”  

3. How does Emerson express the themes of patriotism, courage, and freedom in “Concord 

Hymn”?  

4. What is the importance of the Concord Monument in the poem?  

5. Discuss how Emerson uses nature and historical images to make “Concord Hymn” effective 

and memorable. 

Multiple choice questions   

1. Who wrote the poem ―Concord Hymn‖? 

A) Henry David Thoreau B) Ralph Waldo Emerson C) Walt Whitman D) Edgar Allan Poe 

2. When was ―Concord Hymn‖ written? 

A) 1775 B) 1803 C) 1837 D) 1882 

3. What historical event is remembered in ―Concord Hymn‖? 

A) The Civil War B) The Battle of Concord C) The Boston Tea Party D) The War of 1812 

4. What does the ―rude bridge‖ in the poem refer to? 

A) A bridge in Boston   B) A bridge at Concord  

C) A bridge in New York  D) A bridge in England 

5. Who stood near the bridge in the poem? 

A) British kings B) American farmers C) French soldiers D) American politicians 

6. What does the famous line ―shot heard round the world‖ refer to? 

A) A hunting event   B) The beginning of the American Revolution 
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C) A military celebration  D) A civil war 

7. What does the poet want future generations to remember? 

A) The beauty of Concord    B) The lives of kings 

8. What is erected on the green bank? 

A) A church  B) A school  C) A votive stone D) A palace 

9. Which of the following is a major theme of the poem? 

A) Love B) Freedom and patriotism C) Romantic love  D) Wealth 

10. What does the ―Spirit‖ in the final stanza represent? 

A) The spirit of nature only   B) The spirit of freedom and courage 

C) The spirit of war    D) The spirit of wealth 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paul Revered Ride 

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82) 

Life and works of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82) 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882) was one of the most popular American poets of the 

nineteenth century. He was born on February 27, 1807, in Portland, Maine. He studied at Bowdoin 

College and later became a professor of modern languages at Harvard University. He travelled to 

Europe and studied European languages, literature, and culture. His knowledge of different languages 

greatly influenced his poetry. 

Longfellow wrote poems about love, nature, history, religion, and human life. His poetry is 

known for its simple language, musical quality, and strong moral messages. His important works 

include A Psalm of Life, The Song of Hiawatha, Paul Revere’s Ride, The Courtship of Miles Standish, 

Evangeline, and The Village Blacksmith. His poem A Psalm of Life gives an inspiring message to live a 

meaningful and active life. The Song of Hiawatha is a long narrative poem based on Native American 

legends. 

Longfellow also translated many European works, including Dante’s Divine Comedy. He 

became the first American poet to receive a memorial in Westminster Abbey. His poetry was widely 

read both in America and abroad. He died on March 24, 1882, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Longfellow is remembered as an important American poet whose works continue to inspire readers 

with their beauty, hope, and moral values. 
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Introduction of the Poem 

Paul Revere’s Ride is a famous narrative poem written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

(1807–1882). It was published in 1861 as part of his collection Tales of a Wayside Inn. The poem is 

based on the events before the American Revolution, especially Paul Revere’s famous midnight ride in 

April 1775. 

The poem tells the story of Paul Revere, an American patriot and silversmith. He receives a 

secret signal from the Old North Church about the movement of the British soldiers. The signal tells 

him whether the British are coming by land or by sea. Revere then rides through the night to warn the 

American colonists that the British troops are approaching. His journey becomes a symbol of courage, 

patriotism, and dedication to the cause of freedom. 

Longfellow presents the story in a dramatic and exciting way. He describes the quiet night, the 

moonlight, the sound of Revere’s horse, and the danger of the journey. The poem creates a strong 

feeling of suspense and excitement. Its famous opening, Listen, my children, and you shall hear, gives 

the poem the style of an old historical story told to younger generations. 

The main themes of the poem are patriotism, courage, sacrifice, freedom, and duty. Longfellow 

transforms a historical event into an inspiring story. Although the poem takes some historical liberties, 

it became an important part of American popular memory and made Paul Revere a lasting symbol of 

patriotic courage. 

Paul Revered Ride 

Listen, my children, and you shall hear 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five; 

Hardly a man is now alive 

Who remembers that famous day and year. 

He said to his friend, ―If the British march 

By land or sea from the town to-night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 

Of the North Church tower as a signal light,— 

One, if by land, and two, if by sea; 

And I on the opposite shore will be, 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 

Through every Middlesex village and farm, 

For the country folk to be up and to arm.‖ 

Then he said, ―Good night!‖ and with muffled oar 

Silently rowed to the Charlestown shore, 

Just as the moon rose over the bay, 
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Where swinging wide at her moorings lay 

The Somerset, British man-of-war; 

A phantom ship, with each mast and spar 

Across the moon like a prison bar, 

And a huge black hulk, that was magnified 

By its own reflection in the tide. 

Meanwhile, his friend, through alley and street, 

Wanders and watches with eager ears, 

Till in the silence around him he hears 

The muster of men at the barrack door, 

The sound of arms, and the tramp of feet, 

And the measured tread of the grenadiers, 

Marching down to their boats on the shore. 

Then he climbed to the tower of the Old North Church, 

By the wooden stairs, with stealthy tread, 

To the belfry-chamber overhead, 

And startled the pigeons from their perch 

On the sombre rafters, that round him made 

Masses and moving shapes of shade,— 

By the trembling ladder, steep and tall, 

To the highest window in the wall, 

Where he paused to listen and look down 

A moment on the roofs of the town 

And the moonlight flowing over all. 

Beneath, in the churchyard, lay the dead, 

In their night-encampment on the hill, 

Wrapped in silence so deep and still 

That he could hear, like a sentinel’s tread, 

The watchful night-wind, as it went 

Creeping along from tent to tent, 

And seeming to whisper, ―All is well!‖ 

A moment only he feels the spell 

Of the stillness, and then he hears 

The sound of arms, and the tramp of feet, 

And the measured tread of the grenadiers, 

Marching down to their boats on the shore. 

Then, climbing down, he turns again 

To the waiting shore of the river, 

Where the moonlight shone like a silver stream, 

And the night was calm and still. 

Meanwhile, impatient to mount and ride, 

Booted and spurred, with a heavy stride 

On the opposite shore walked Paul Revere. 
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Now he patted his horse’s side, 

Now gazed at the landscape far and near, 

Then, impetuous, stamped the earth, 

And turned and tightened his saddle-girth; 

But mostly he watched with eager search 

The belfry-tower of the Old North Church, 

As it rose above the graves on the hill, 

Lonely and spectral and sombre and still. 

And lo! as he looks, on the belfry’s height 

A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 

He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns, 

But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 

A second lamp in the belfry burns! 

A hurry of hoofs in a village street, 

A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the dark, 

And beneath, from the pebbles, in passing, a spark 

Struck out by a steed flying fearless and fleet: 

That was all! And yet, through the gloom and the light, 

The fate of a nation was riding that night; 

And the spark struck out by that steed, in his flight, 

Kindled the land into flame with its heat. 

He has left the village and mounted the steep, 

And beneath him, tranquil and broad and deep, 

Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides; 

And under the alders, that skirt its edge, 

Now soft on the sand, now loud on the ledge, 

Is heard the tramp of his steed as he rides. 

It was twelve by the village clock, 

When he crossed the bridge into Medford town. 

He heard the crowing of the cock, 

And the barking of the farmer’s dog, 

And felt the damp of the river fog, 

That rises after the sun goes down. 

It was one by the village clock, 

When he galloped into Lexington. 

He saw the gilded weathercock 

Swim in the moonlight as he passed, 

And the meeting-house windows, blank and bare, 

Gaze at him with a spectral glare, 

As if they already stood aghast 

At the bloody work they would look upon. 
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It was two by the village clock, 

When he came to the bridge in Concord town. 

He heard the bleating of the flock, 

And the twitter of birds among the trees, 

And felt the breath of the morning breeze 

Blowing over the meadows brown. 

And one was safe and asleep in his bed 

Who at the bridge would be first to fall, 

Who that day would be lying dead, 

Pierced by a British musket-ball. 

You know the rest. In the books you have read, 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,— 

How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farm-yard wall, 

Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load. 

So through the night rode Paul Revere; 

And so through the night went his cry of alarm 

To every Middlesex village and farm,— 

A cry of defiance and not of fear, 

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door, 

And a word that shall echo forevermore! 

For, borne on the night-wind of the Past, 

Through all our history, to the last, 

In the hour of darkness and peril and need, 

The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 

Critical Appreciation of the poem 

Paul Revere’s Ride is one of the most famous narrative poems by Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow (1807–1882). It was first published in 1860 and later included in Tales of a Wayside Inn in 

1863. The poem is based on the events of April 18–19, 1775, before the Battles of Lexington and 

Concord during the American Revolution. Longfellow presents Paul Revere’s midnight journey as a 

thrilling story of courage, patriotism, and duty. 

The central theme of the poem is patriotism and the love of freedom. Paul Revere is shown as a 

brave patriot who accepts a dangerous responsibility. He rides through the night to warn the people that 

the British soldiers are coming. His journey becomes a symbol of courage and dedication to the nation. 
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The poet shows that one person's courage and sense of duty can have a great effect on the history of a 

country. 

The poem is also a narrative poem because it tells a complete story. Longfellow begins with the 

memorable words, Listen, my children, and you shall hear, creating the feeling that an exciting 

historical story is being told to a younger generation. The poem moves quickly from one event to 

another. The signal from the church tower, Revere’s ride, the villages he passes, and the coming battle 

all create suspense and excitement. 

One of the most powerful lines in the poem is And the fate of a nation was riding that night. 

This line shows the importance Longfellow gives to Revere’s journey. The poet turns an individual ride 

into a symbol of the struggle for American independence. The famous phrase shot heard round the 

world also gives the event a larger historical meaning. 

Longfellow uses strong visual and sound images throughout the poem. The moonlight, the dark 

landscape, the church tower, the horse’s hoofbeats, the barking dogs, and the quiet villages make the 

night journey vivid. The repeated references to the sound of the horse create a sense of speed and 

urgency. The poem’s regular rhythm and rhyme also imitate the movement of a horse running through 

the night. The galloping rhythm is one of the main reasons why the poem is so memorable and exciting. 

Another important feature is the poet’s use of personification and imagery. The night, wind, 

moonlight, and landscape are presented almost like living characters. The darkness creates a feeling of 

danger, while the light from the church becomes a symbol of hope and action. The contrast between 

darkness and light also suggests the struggle between danger and freedom. 

The poem has a strong historical and patriotic background, but it should not be read as a 

completely accurate historical account. Longfellow took considerable poetic freedom and simplified the 

complicated events of the night. In reality, Paul Revere was one of several riders involved in spreading 

the warning, and the actual events were more complex than the poem suggests. Longfellow’s main 

purpose was to create an inspiring literary version of the event rather than write a history book. 

The poem also had special meaning when it appeared in the period of growing conflict that led 

to the American Civil War. Longfellow used an event from the American Revolution to emphasize the 

importance of freedom and courage at a time when the country itself was deeply divided. 

Paul Revere’s Ride is a powerful narrative and patriotic poem. It combines history, imagination, 

suspense, rhythm, and vivid description. Longfellow transforms Paul Revere into a symbol of courage, 

duty, and devotion to freedom. Although the poem takes some historical liberties, its emotional power 

and memorable language have made it one of the best-known poems in American literature. It 
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continues to inspire readers because its central message is simple: courageous action and dedication to 

freedom can influence the future of a nation. 

Important Questions  

1. What is the central theme of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem “Paul Revere’s Ride”?  

2. Describe the role of Paul Revere as a patriot in the poem.  

3. How does Longfellow create suspense and excitement during Paul Revere’s midnight ride?  

4. Explain the significance of the line ―The fate of a nation was riding that night.‖  

5. Discuss how Longfellow uses imagery, rhythm, and sound effects to make “Paul Revere’s 

Ride” memorable. 

Multiple choice questions 

1. Who is the poet of ―Paul Revere’s Ride‖? 

A) Ralph Waldo Emerson  B) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

C) Walt Whitman   D) Edgar Allan Poe 

2. What type of poem is ―Paul Revere’s Ride‖? 

A) Lyric poem  B) Sonnet C) Narrative poem D) Elegy 

3. What historical event is described in the poem? 

A) The American Civil War  B) The American Revolution 

C) The French Revolution  D) The War of 1812 

4. What was Paul Revere’s profession? 

A) Farmer B) Teacher  C) Silversmith  D) Soldier 

5. What signal was given from the Old North Church? 

A) One lantern for British soldiers by land and two by sea 

B) Two lanterns for British soldiers by land and one by sea 

C) Three lanterns for danger 

D) One lantern for victory 

6. What does Paul Revere do after receiving the signal? 

A) He returns home   B) He rides to warn the people 

C) He joins the British army  D) He hides in the church 

7. What is one of the major themes of the poem? 

A) Wealth B) Patriotism and courage C) Romantic love D) Humour 
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8. What does the phrase ―the fate of a nation was riding that night‖ suggest? 

A) The ride was only a personal journey B) The journey was important to the future of America 

C) Revere was going on a holiday  D) The nation was already defeated 

9. Which literary technique is strongly used through the repeated sounds of the horse’s movement? 

A) Sound imagery B) Irony C) Satire  D) Paradox 

10. What does Paul Revere become a symbol of in the poem? 

A) Wealth and success  B) Courage, duty, and patriotism 

C) Failure and fear   D) Political power 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Old Ironsides 

- Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-94) 

Life and works of Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-94) 

Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809–1894) was an American physician, poet, essayist, and writer. He 

was born on August 29, 1809, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He studied at Harvard University and later 

studied medicine. He became a professor of anatomy and physiology at Harvard Medical School. He 

was highly respected both as a doctor and as a man of letters. His knowledge of medicine and science 

often influenced his writing. 

Holmes wrote poetry, essays, novels, and humorous pieces. He became famous for his witty and 

intelligent style. His poems often deal with everyday life, friendship, patriotism, nature, and human 

feelings. One of his best-known poems is Old Ironsides, which was written in 1830. The poem helped 

create public support for preserving the famous American warship USS Constitution. Another well-

known poem is The Chambered Nautilus, which uses the growth of a sea creature as a symbol of human 

spiritual and intellectual development. 

His important prose works include The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table (1858), The Professor at 

the Breakfast-Table (1859), and The Poet at the Breakfast-Table (1872). These works combine 

conversation, humour, philosophy, and observations about society. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes died on October 7, 1894, in Boston. He is remembered as an important 

American writer whose works combine humour, wisdom, science, and human values. His simple and 

lively style made his writings popular among readers. 

Introduction of the Poem 

The poem Old Ironsides is a famous patriotic poem written by Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809–

1894). It was written in 1830 to protest against the proposed destruction of the famous American 
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warship USS Constitution. The ship had earned the nickname Old Ironsides because of its strong 

wooden sides and its success in battles during the War of 1812. Holmes wrote the poem after he read 

that the historic ship was going to be destroyed. He was deeply moved by the idea that such an 

important symbol of American courage and naval history could be lost. His poem was published in a 

Boston newspaper and quickly became popular. The strong public response helped create support for 

preserving the ship. The USS Constitution was eventually saved and became an important national 

symbol. 

The poem is a powerful expression of patriotism, pride, courage, and respect for history. 

Holmes praises the ship’s glorious past and its connection with American sailors and soldiers. He 

suggests that the ship should not be allowed to end its life in an ordinary way. Instead, he imagines it 

being taken down with honour. The language of Old Ironsides is simple, emotional, and powerful. 

Holmes uses vivid images of the sea, battles, flags, sailors, and cannons. The poem has a strong rhythm 

and musical quality, which makes it suitable for public reading. Thus, Old Ironsides is not only a poem 

about a warship but also a poem about national pride, historical memory, and honour. 

Old Ironsides 

Ay, tear her tattered ensign down! 

Long has it waved on high, 

And many an eye has danced to see 

That banner in the sky; 

Beneath it rung the battle shout, 

And burst the cannon’s roar;— 

The meteor of the ocean air 

Shall sweep the clouds no more. 

Her deck, once red with heroes’ blood, 

Where knelt the vanquished foe, 

When winds were hurrying o’er the flood 

And waves were white below, 

No more shall feel the victor’s tread, 

Or know the conquered knee; 

The harpies of the shore shall pluck 

The eagle of the sea! 

O better that her shattered hulk 

Should sink beneath the wave! 

Her thunders shook the mighty deep, 

And there should be her grave; 

Nail to the mast her holy flag, 

Set every threadbare sail, 
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And give her to the god of storms, 

The lightning and the gale! 

Critical Appreciation of the poem 

Old Ironsides is a famous patriotic poem written by Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809–1894) in 

1830. The poem was written to protest against the proposed destruction of the famous American 

warship USS Constitution. The ship had earned the name Old Ironsides because of its strong wooden 

sides and its success in battles during the War of 1812. Holmes’s poem became very popular and 

helped create public feeling in favour of preserving the historic ship. 

The main theme of the poem is patriotism and respect for national history. Holmes does not look at the 

ship simply as an old piece of military equipment. For him, it is a symbol of American courage, victory, 

honour, and national pride. The ship has a glorious past, and its flag has witnessed many important 

battles. Therefore, Holmes feels that destroying it would be like destroying an important part of 

American history. 

The poem begins with a powerful and emotional command: Ay, tear her tattered ensign down! 

The word ensign means the ship’s flag. At first, this line appears to suggest that the flag should simply 

be removed. However, the following lines show that Holmes is actually expressing his anger and 

sadness at the thought of the ship being destroyed. The flag is closely connected with the memories of 

battles and victories. It has made many people proud, and it represents the honour of the nation. 

In the second stanza, Holmes describes the ship’s glorious military history. He remembers the 

blood of heroes on its deck and the defeat of enemies. The ship is presented almost as a living hero. The 

poet uses powerful images such as the victor’s tread and the conquered knee to show its victories. He 

also compares the ship to the eagle of the sea. The eagle is a symbol of strength, freedom, and courage. 

This comparison makes the ship appear noble and powerful. 

The final stanza expresses the poet’s strong feelings about the ship’s possible destruction. 

Holmes says that it would be better for the ship to sink honourably beneath the waves than to be broken 

apart by people. He imagines the ship sailing into the storm with its flag still flying. The image of the 

ship being given to the god of storms creates a heroic and dramatic ending. Holmes would rather see the 

ship die proudly than be destroyed without honour. 

The poem is rich in imagery, metaphor, personification, and symbolism. The ship is treated like 

a brave human warrior. The flag represents national honour, while the sea represents freedom and 

heroic adventure. The storm and lightning add power and drama to the poem. Holmes uses strong 

words and vivid descriptions to create patriotic feelings in the reader. 
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The poem also has a musical quality. It is written in three stanzas, with regular rhyme and 

rhythm. The strong sounds and short lines give the poem energy and emotional force. The language is 

simple but powerful, making the poem easy to understand and remember. 

Old Ironsides is much more than a poem about an old warship. It is a poem about patriotism, 

courage, honour, national pride, and historical memory. Holmes successfully turns the USS 

Constitution into a symbol of American strength and freedom. The poem is important not only for its 

literary qualities but also for its historical influence. Its emotional appeal helped awaken public support 

for saving the ship, which survives today as a famous symbol of American naval history. 

Important Questions  

1. What is the central theme of Oliver Wendell Holmes’s poem “Old Ironsides”?  

2. Why did Oliver Wendell Holmes write “Old Ironsides”?  

3. How does Holmes present the USS Constitution as a symbol of American patriotism and 

courage?  

4. Explain the significance of the line ―The harpies of the shore shall pluck / The eagle of the sea!‖  

5. Discuss the use of imagery, symbolism, and personification in “Old Ironsides.” 

Multiple choice questions   

1. Who wrote the poem ―Old Ironsides‖? 

A) Ralph Waldo Emerson   B) Oliver Wendell Holmes  

C) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  D) Walt Whitman 

2. When was ―Old Ironsides‖ written? 

A) 1776  B) 1803 C) 1830  D) 1894 

3. What does ―Old Ironsides‖ refer to? 

A) An old fort    B) A famous American warship 

C) An American soldier  D) A historic monument 

4. What was the real name of ―Old Ironsides‖? 

A) USS Constitution B) USS America C) USS Freedom D) USS Independence 

5. Why did Holmes write the poem? 

A) To celebrate a new ship  B) To protest against the destruction of the ship 

C) To describe a sea journey  D) To criticize the American Navy 

6. What does the ―ensign‖ mentioned in the poem mean? 

A) A sword  B) A ship’s flag C) A cannon  D) A sailor 

7. What is the ―eagle of the sea‖ a reference to? 
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A) A real eagle   B) The American warship 

C) The American President  D) A British soldier 

8. What is one of the main themes of the poem? 

A) Romantic love B) Patriotism and national pride C) Comedy D) Childhood 

9. What does Holmes prefer for the ship rather than allowing it to be destroyed? 

A) Selling it     B) Giving it to another country 

C) Letting it sink honourably in the sea D) Turning it into a museum immediately 

10. Which literary device is strongly used when the ship is described like a brave human hero? 

A) Personification B) Irony C) Pun  D) Paradox 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

O Captain! My Captain! 

- Walt Whitman (1819-92) 

Life and works of Walt Whitman (1819-92) 

Walt Whitman (1819–1892) was one of the most important American poets of the nineteenth 

century. He was born on May 31, 1819, in West Hills, New York. He worked as a teacher, printer, 

journalist, and editor before becoming a full-time poet. His experiences of ordinary people and 

American life strongly influenced his poetry. He believed in freedom, equality, democracy, and the 

dignity of every individual. 

Whitman’s most famous work is Leaves of Grass, first published in 1855. He continued to 

revise and expand this collection throughout his life. His poetry was different from traditional poetry 

because he often used free verse, without regular rhyme or rhythm. He wrote about nature, the human 

body, love, democracy, friendship, and the common people. His famous poems include Song of Myself, 

I Hear America Singing, O Captain! My Captain! and When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d. 

Whitman also served as a volunteer nurse during the American Civil War. His experiences 

during the war deeply affected his later poetry. His poem O Captain! My Captain! expresses grief over 

the death of President Abraham Lincoln. Whitman died on March 26, 1892, in Camden, New Jersey. 

He is remembered as a pioneer of modern American poetry. His bold style, free verse, and democratic 

ideas had a great influence on later poets and writers. 

Introduction of the Poem 

The poem O Captain! My Captain! is one of the most famous poems written by Walt Whitman 

(1819–1892). It was written in 1865 after the death of Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United 

States. Lincoln was assassinated shortly after the end of the American Civil War. Whitman deeply 
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admired Lincoln and was greatly affected by his death. The poem expresses his sorrow and respect for 

the dead leader. The poem uses the image of a ship and its captain to represent the United States and 

Abraham Lincoln. The ship represents the nation, while the Captain represents Lincoln. The ship has 

successfully completed its difficult journey, which represents the end of the Civil War. The prize 

represents victory for the Union. However, the Captain has died before he can enjoy the victory. 

The main themes of the poem are death, grief, patriotism, victory, and sacrifice. Whitman uses 

simple but emotional language to express his personal and national sorrow. The repeated words O 

Captain! My Captain! show the poet’s deep pain and affection for Lincoln. The poem is written in a 

regular rhythm and rhyme, which is different from Whitman’s usual free verse style. Through this 

poem, Whitman presents Lincoln as a brave and respected leader and expresses the sadness of a nation 

that has achieved victory but lost its beloved President. 

O Captain! My Captain! 

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done, 

The ship has weather’d every rack, the prize we sought is won, 

The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 

While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; 

    But O heart! heart! heart! 

    O the bleeding drops of red, 

    Where on the deck my Captain lies, 

    Fallen cold and dead. 

O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; 

Rise up—for you the flag is flung—for you the bugle trills, 

For you bouquets and ribbon’d wreaths—for you the shores a-crowding, 

For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning; 

    Here Captain! dear father! 

    This arm beneath your head! 

    It is some dream that on the deck, 

    You’ve fallen cold and dead. 

My Captain does not answer, his lips are still and pale, 

My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will, 

The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and done, 

From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won; 

    Exult, O shores! and ring, O bells! 

    But I, with mournful tread, 

    Walk the deck my Captain lies, 

    Fallen cold and dead. 
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Critical Appreciation of the poem 

 The poem O Captain! My Captain! is one of the most famous poems written by Walt Whitman 

(1819–1892). It was written in 1865 after the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the President of the 

United States. Lincoln was killed shortly after the end of the American Civil War. Whitman admired 

Lincoln greatly and felt deep sorrow at his death. The poem expresses both the joy of national victory 

and the pain of losing a beloved leader. 

The central theme of the poem is death in the middle of victory. The Captain represents 

Abraham Lincoln, while the ship represents the United States. The difficult journey of the ship 

represents the American Civil War. The ship has survived the dangers of war and has reached the port 

safely. The prize represents victory for the Union. However, the Captain has died before he can enjoy 

the success he helped achieve. This contrast between victory and death gives the poem its emotional 

power. 

The poem begins with the repeated words O Captain! my Captain! These words express the 

speaker’s love, respect, and deep sorrow. The Captain is not only a national leader but also described as 

a dear father. This makes the relationship between the speaker and the Captain personal and emotional. 

The repetition of fallen cold and dead at the end of each stanza strongly emphasizes the reality of 

Lincoln’s death. 

Whitman uses an extended metaphor throughout the poem. The ship stands for America, the 

Captain stands for Lincoln, and the fearful journey represents the Civil War. The safe arrival at the port 

represents the Union victory. The bells, flags, bouquets, and crowds represent the celebrations of the 

people. In contrast, the dead Captain on the deck represents the terrible cost of victory. This contrast 

between public celebration and personal grief is one of the most important features of the poem. 

The poem also contains strong imagery and symbolism. The images of the ship, deck, flag, 

bells, bouquets, and crowds create a clear picture of a nation celebrating victory. At the same time, the 

bleeding drops of red create a painful image of death. The ship becomes a symbol of the nation that 

continues to live even though its leader has died. The Captain’s body remains on the deck while the 

nation celebrates around him. 

The structure of the poem is also important. Unlike much of Whitman’s poetry, which is usually 

written in free verse, this poem uses regular rhythm, rhyme, repetition, and a formal structure. Each of 

the three stanzas contains a repeated refrain about the Captain being cold and dead. This creates a 

musical and mournful effect. The repetition also shows that the speaker cannot easily accept the death 

of his leader. 
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Another important theme is patriotism and sacrifice. Lincoln’s death is presented as a sacrifice 

that comes at the moment when the nation has achieved victory. The poem shows that great national 

achievements may involve great personal loss. Whitman therefore expresses not only his own grief but 

also the grief of the American people. 

O Captain! My Captain! is a powerful poem of grief, patriotism, victory, sacrifice, and 

leadership. Through the extended metaphor of a ship and its Captain, Whitman presents the death of 

Abraham Lincoln as a tragic loss at the end of a difficult national struggle. Its simple language, strong 

imagery, repetition, symbolism, and emotional contrast make it one of the most memorable poems in 

American literature. The poem continues to move readers because it shows how victory can exist 

together with deep sorrow and loss. 

Important Questions  

1. What is the central theme of Walt Whitman’s poem “O Captain! My Captain!”?  

2. Explain the symbolic meaning of the ―Captain,‖ the ―ship,‖ and the ―fearful trip‖ in the poem.  

3. How does Whitman express his grief over the death of Abraham Lincoln?  

4. How does the poem present the contrast between victory and sorrow?  

5. Discuss the use of repetition, imagery, symbolism, and metaphor in “O Captain! My Captain!”.  

Multiple choice questions   

1. Who wrote the poem ―O Captain! My Captain!‖? 

A) Ralph Waldo Emerson  B) Walt Whitman  

C) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  D) Oliver Wendell Holmes 

2. When was ―O Captain! My Captain!‖ written? 

A) 1830 B) 1845 C) 1865 D) 1892 

3. Who does the ―Captain‖ represent in the poem? 

A) George Washington B) Abraham Lincoln C) Thomas Jefferson D) Walt Whitman 

4. What does the ―ship‖ symbolize? 

A) The British Empire  B) The American nation 

C) The American Navy  D) The poet’s family 

5. What does the ―fearful trip‖ represent? 

A) A sea journey   B) The American Civil War 

C) A journey to Europe  D) A journey through nature 
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6. What does the ―prize‖ represent? 

A) Wealth  B) Fame C) Victory in the Civil War  D) A new ship 

7. Why is the Captain dead in the poem? 

A) He died in a sea accident   B) He was killed in battle 

C) Abraham Lincoln was assassinated D) He died of old age 

8. Which major contrast is presented in the poem? 

A) Nature and society   B) Love and hatred 

C) Victory and sorrow  D) Wealth and poverty 

9. Which literary device is mainly used through the comparison of Lincoln with a Captain and America 

with a ship? 

A) Extended metaphor B) Pun  C) Satire  D) Hyperbole 

10. What is the main mood of the poem? 

A) Joyful and humorous  B) Sad and mournful 

C) Angry and violent   D) Romantic and playful 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Hope is the Thing with Feathers 

- Emily Dickinson (1830-86) 
 

Life and works of Emily Dickinson (1830-86) 
Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) was one of the most important American poets of the nineteenth 

century. She was born on December 10, 1830, in Amherst, Massachusetts. She lived most of her life in 

her family home and spent much of her time reading, writing, and thinking. She lived a quiet and 

private life, but her poetry shows a rich inner world. She was deeply interested in nature, love, death, 

immortality, and human feelings. 

Dickinson wrote nearly 1,800 poems during her lifetime, but only a small number were 

published while she was alive. Many of her poems were discovered and published after her death. Her 

poetry is known for its short lines, unusual punctuation, capital letters, and frequent use of dashes. She 

often used simple words to express deep and complex ideas. 

Some of her famous poems include Hope is the Thing with Feathers, Because I Could Not Stop 

for Death, I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died, I’m Nobody! Who are You? and There is no Frigate like a 

Book. Her poems often use nature as a symbol for human life and emotions. Emily Dickinson died on 

May 15, 1886, in Amherst. Today, she is considered one of the greatest American poets. Her unique 

style, deep thoughts, and powerful imagination have made her poetry important and widely studied 

around the world. 
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Introduction of the Poem 

The poem Hope is the Thing with Feathers is one of the most famous poems by Emily 

Dickinson (1830–1886). It was written around 1861 and was published after her death in 1891. The 

poem is a short and beautiful lyric poem about the power and importance of hope in human life. 

Dickinson uses a simple image from nature to explain a deep human feeling. 

In the poem, Dickinson compares hope to a little bird. The bird lives inside the human soul and 

continues to sing even during difficult times. The song of the bird represents the comforting and 

positive power of hope. The poet suggests that hope does not need words or rewards. It gives strength 

and encouragement simply by existing within us. 

The poem also shows that hope remains strong during storms, difficulties, and suffering. 

Dickinson describes a storm as a symbol of problems and hardships in life. Even in such difficult 

situations, the bird of hope continues to sing. This shows that true hope is strong and does not easily 

disappear. 

The language of the poem is simple, musical, and symbolic. The main themes are hope, 

courage, endurance, and the strength of the human spirit. Through the image of a small bird, Dickinson 

gives a universal message: hope is always present in the human heart and helps us face difficult 

situations with courage. 

Hope is the Thing with Feathers 

―Hope‖ is the thing with feathers - 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 

And never stops - at all - 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore must be the storm - 

That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 

And on the strangest Sea - 

Yet - never - in Extremity, 

It asked a crumb - of me. 

Critical Appreciation of the poem 

Hope is the Thing with Feathers is one of the most famous poems by Emily Dickinson (1830–

1886). It is a short lyric poem that presents hope as a powerful and comforting force in human life. 

Dickinson uses the simple image of a small bird to explain the meaning of hope. The poem is simple in 
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language but deep in thought. It tells us that hope lives in the human soul and continues to give us 

courage even during difficult times. 

The central theme of the poem is hope and its power. Dickinson compares hope to a bird that 

lives in the soul. The opening line, Hope is the thing with feathers, immediately introduces this central 

metaphor. The bird represents hope because a bird can fly freely and sing. Similarly, hope gives people 

freedom from despair and encourages them to continue living. The poet suggests that hope is always 

present inside us, even when we face problems. 

The phrase That perches in the soul shows that hope has a permanent place in the human heart. 

It is not something that comes only during happy times. It remains within us and gives us emotional 

strength. The bird sings the tune without the words, which means that hope does not need a spoken 

message. Its presence itself is enough to comfort and encourage a person. 

The poem also describes the strength of hope during difficult situations. Dickinson uses the 

image of a storm to represent suffering, problems, and difficult experiences in life. She says that hope 

sings most sweetly during a Gale. This means that hope becomes especially valuable when life is 

difficult. Even a strong storm cannot easily silence the little bird. Through this image, Dickinson 

suggests that true hope is strong and lasting. 

Another important idea is the unselfish nature of hope. In the final stanza, the poet says that she 

has heard the bird in the chillest land and on the strangest Sea. These expressions suggest that hope can 

exist in the most difficult and unfamiliar situations. Most importantly, hope never asks for anything in 

return. It gives comfort and strength without demanding a reward. This makes hope a generous and 

precious quality. 

The poem is rich in metaphor, symbolism, personification, and imagery. The bird is an extended 

metaphor for hope throughout the poem. The storm symbolizes difficulties and suffering, while the 

song represents encouragement and optimism. Dickinson gives human qualities to hope by describing it 

as a bird that sings and comforts people. These poetic devices make an abstract idea easy to understand. 

Dickinson’s style and form are also important. The poem consists of three four-line stanzas. It 

has a simple musical rhythm and uses an ABCB rhyme pattern. Dickinson uses dashes and unusual 

capitalization, which are characteristic features of her poetry. The short lines and repeated sounds create 

a gentle musical effect that matches the peaceful and comforting nature of hope. 

The tone of the poem is positive, inspiring, and hopeful. Although Dickinson refers to storms, 

cold lands, and difficult seas, the overall message is optimistic. She shows that human beings can 



SMM KADEPUR 39 

 

survive hardships because hope continues to live within them. The poem has a universal appeal because 

everyone experiences difficulties and needs hope. 

Hope is the Thing with Feathers is a beautiful and inspiring poem about the strength, endurance, 

and generosity of hope. Emily Dickinson transforms the abstract idea of hope into the simple and 

memorable image of a singing bird. Through simple language, powerful symbolism, musical form, and 

vivid imagery, she gives a universal message that hope remains with us even in the darkest moments. 

The poem continues to inspire readers because it reminds us that hope can give strength when 

everything else seems difficult. 

Important Questions  

1. What is the central theme of Emily Dickinson’s poem Hope is the Thing with Feathers?  

2. Why does Emily Dickinson compare hope to a bird in the poem?  

3. What is the significance of the storm and the Gale in the poem?  

4. How does the poem show that hope is strong and selfless?  

5. Discuss the use of metaphor, symbolism, imagery, and personification in Hope is the 

Thing with Feathers. 

Multiple choice questions   

1. Who wrote the poem ―Hope is the Thing with Feathers‖? 

A) Anne Bradstreet B) Emily Dickinson C) Sylvia Plath D) Walt Whitman 

2. What does the poet compare hope to? 

A) A flower  B) A river C) A bird D) A star 

3. Where does the ―little bird‖ live? 

A) In a forest  B) In the sky C) In the soul  D) In a garden 

4. What does the bird do continuously? 

A) Flies B) Sings C) Sleeps D) Searches for food 

5. What does the ―Gale‖ symbolize in the poem? 

A) Happiness  B) Wealth C) Difficulties and hardships  D) Success 

6. When is the bird’s song described as sweetest? 

A) In the morning B) In the Gale or storm C) At night D) In summer 

7. What does the bird never ask for? 

A) A nest  B) A song C) A crumb  D) A friend 

8. Which literary device is mainly used in the line ―Hope is the thing with feathers‖? 

A) Metaphor  B) Simile  C) Irony D) Hyperbole 
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9. What is the main message of the poem? 

A) Hope gives strength during difficult times. B) Nature is dangerous. 

C) Birds are beautiful creatures.   D) Life is always easy. 

10. What is the tone of the poem? 

A) Angry and violent   B) Sad and hopeless 

C) Hopeful and inspiring  D) Humorous and playful 

 

=====================================================================  
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Module III – 19
th

 Century American Short Stories  

 

A. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49): ―The Tell-Tale Heart‖ 

B. Kate Chopin (1851-1904): ―A Point at Issue!‖ 

The Tell-Tale Heart 

- Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) 

Life and Works of Edger Allan Poe 

Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849) was an important American poet, short-story writer, editor, and 

literary critic. He is especially famous for his mysterious, Gothic, and horror stories. He was born on 

January 19, 1809, in Boston, Massachusetts. His parents were actors, but both died when Poe was very 

young. He was taken into the family of John and Frances Allan in Richmond, Virginia. Although John 

Allan supported his education for some time, Poe and Allan later had serious disagreements. 

Poe studied at the University of Virginia but left because of financial difficulties. He later joined 

the United States Army and also attended the United States Military Academy at West Point for a short 

time. He then decided to make literature his career. He worked as an editor and critic for several 

magazines and newspapers. His life was marked by financial difficulties, personal losses, and struggles, 

but he continued to write important literary works. 

Poe wrote poetry, short stories, and critical essays. His famous poems include The Raven, 

Annabel Lee, To Helen, and The Bells. His poetry is known for its musical language, emotional 

intensity, and themes of love, beauty, death, and sorrow. The Raven is his most famous poem and tells 

the story of a grieving man visited by a mysterious raven. 

Poe was also a pioneer of the detective story. His famous detective character C. Auguste Dupin 

appears in stories such as The Murders in the Rue Morgue, The Mystery of Marie Rogêt, and The 

Purloined Letter. He also wrote famous Gothic tales such as The Fall of the House of Usher, The Tell-

Tale Heart, and The Black Cat. 

Poe married his young cousin Virginia Clemm, who died of tuberculosis in 1847. Her illness 

and death deeply affected him. Poe himself died mysteriously on October 7, 1849, in Baltimore, 

Maryland, at the age of forty. Edgar Allan Poe is remembered as a major figure in American literature. 

His innovative use of mystery, horror, symbolism, psychological conflict, and musical language greatly 

influenced later writers of detective fiction, horror, and Gothic literature. 

Introduction 
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The Tell-Tale Heart is one of the most famous short stories by Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849). It 

was first published in 1843. The story is a classic example of Gothic fiction and psychological horror. It 

explores the mind of a narrator who commits a terrible crime but is unable to escape from his own 

feelings of guilt and fear. The story is told by an unnamed narrator, who strongly insists that he is not 

mad. He lives with an old man and becomes strangely disturbed by the old man’s pale, vulture-like eye. 

The narrator does not hate the old man, but he becomes obsessed with the eye and decides to kill him. 

For several nights, he secretly watches the old man while he sleeps. 

One night, the narrator carries out his plan. He enters the old man’s room and kills him. He then 

hides the body under the floorboards. When the police arrive after a neighbour reports hearing a cry, the 

narrator confidently welcomes them. He believes that he has successfully hidden the crime. However, 

the narrator begins to hear what he believes is the beating of the dead man’s heart beneath the floor. 

The sound becomes louder and louder in his mind. He becomes nervous and terrified. Finally, he cannot 

bear the pressure of his guilt and confesses the crime to the police. The main themes of the story are 

guilt, madness, fear, crime, and psychological conflict. Poe uses first-person narration to take readers 

directly into the troubled mind of the narrator. The beating heart is an important symbol of the 

narrator’s guilt and conscience. 

The story is famous for its suspense, dark atmosphere, unreliable narrator, and psychological 

depth. Through the narrator’s actions and thoughts, Poe suggests that a guilty conscience can punish a 

person even when society has not yet discovered the crime. 

Text 

It is true! yes, I have been ill—but do you really expect me to be insane? The disease sharpened my 

senses—not destroyed—not dulled them. Above all was the sense of hearing acute. I heard all things in 

the heaven and in the earth. I heard many things in hell. How, then, am I insane? Listen! and observe 

how healthily—how calmly I can tell you the whole story. 

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my brain; but once conceived, it haunted me day and 

night. Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved the old man. He had never wronged me. 

He had never given me insult. For his gold I had no desire. I think it was his eye! yes, it was this! One 

of his eyes resembled that of a vulture—a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it fell upon me, 

my blood ran cold; and so by degrees—very gradually—I made up my mind to take the life of the old 

man, and thus rid myself of the eye forever. 

Now this is the point. You fancy me mad. Madmen know nothing. But you should have seen me. You 

should have seen how wisely I proceeded—with what caution—with what foresight—with what 
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dissimulation I went to work! I was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before I 

killed him. And every night, about midnight, I turned the latch of his door and opened it—oh so gently! 

And then, when I had made an opening sufficient for my head, I put in a dark lantern, all closed, closed, 

so that no light shone out, and then I thrust in my head. Oh, you would have laughed to see how 

cunningly I thrust it in! I moved it slowly—very, very slowly, so that I might not disturb the old man’s 

sleep. It took me an hour to place my whole head within the opening so far that I could see him as he 

lay upon his bed. Ha! would a madman have been so wise as this? 

And then, when my head was well in the room, I opened the lantern cautiously—oh, so cautiously—

cautiously, for the hinges creaked—and I opened it just so much that a single thin ray fell upon the 

vulture eye. And this I did for seven long nights—every night just at midnight—but I found the eye 

always closed; and so it was impossible to do the work; for it was not the old man who vexed me, but 

his Evil Eye. And every morning, when the day broke, I went boldly into the chamber, and spoke 

courageously to him, calling him by name in a hearty tone, and inquiring how he had passed the night. 

So you see he would have been a very profound old man, indeed, to suspect that every night, just at 

twelve, I looked upon him while he slept. 

Upon the eighth night I was more than usually cautious in opening the door. A watch’s minute hand 

moves more quickly than did mine. Never before that night had I felt the extent of my own powers—of 

my sagacity. I could scarcely contain my feelings of triumph. To think that there I was, opening the 

door, little by little, and he not even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts. I fairly chuckled at the 

idea; and perhaps he heard me; for he suddenly moved on the bed as if startled. Now you may think that 

I drew back—but no. His room was as black as pitch with the thick darkness, (for the shutters were 

close fastened, through fear of robbers,) and so I knew that he could not see the opening of the door, 

and I kept pushing it on steadily, steadily. 

I had my head in, and was about to open the lantern, when my thumb slipped upon the tin fastening, and 

the old man sprang up in the bed, crying out—―Who’s there?‖ 

I kept quite still and said nothing. For a whole hour I did not move a muscle, and in the meantime I did 

not hear him lie down. He was still sitting up in the bed listening—just as I have done, night after night, 

hearkening to the death watches in the wall. 

Presently I heard a slight groan, and I knew it was the groan of mortal terror. It was not a groan of pain 

or of grief—oh, no!—it was the low stifled sound that arises from the bottom of the soul when 

overcharged with awe. I knew the sound well. Many a night, just at midnight, when all the world slept, 

it has welled up from my own bosom, deepening, with its dreadful echo, the terrors that distracted me. I 
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say I knew it well. I knew what the old man felt, and pitied him, although I chuckled at heart. I knew 

that he had been lying awake ever since the first slight noise, when he had turned in the bed. His fears 

had been ever since growing upon him. He had been trying to fancy them causeless, but could not. He 

had been saying to himself—―It is nothing but the wind in the chimney—it is only a mouse crossing the 

floor,‖ or ―It is merely a cricket which has made a single chirp.‖ Yes, he had been trying to comfort 

himself with these suppositions: but he had found all in vain. Because Death, in approaching him, had 

stalked with his black shadow before him, and enveloped the victim. And it was the mournful influence 

of the unseen shadow that caused him to feel—although he neither saw nor heard—the presence of my 

head within the room. 

When I had waited a long time, very patiently, without hearing him lie down, I resolved to open a 

little—a very, very little crevice in the lantern. So I opened it—you cannot imagine how stealthily, 

stealthily—until at length a single dim ray, like the thread of the spider, shot from out the crevice and 

fell full upon the vulture eye. 

It was open—wide, wide open—and I grew furious as I gazed upon it. I saw it with perfect 

distinctness—all a dull blue, with a hideous veil over it that chilled the very marrow in my bones; but I 

could see nothing else of the old man’s face or person: for I had directed the ray as if by instinct, 

precisely upon the damned spot. 

And now have I not told you that what you mistake for madness is but over-acuteness of the senses?—

now, I say, there came to my ears a low, dull, quick sound—much such a sound as a watch makes when 

enveloped in cotton. I knew that sound well too. It was the beating of the old man’s heart. It increased 

my fury, as the beating of a drum stimulates the soldier into courage. 

Yet even then I refrained and kept still. I scarcely breathed. I held the lantern motionless. I tried how 

steadily I could maintain the ray upon the eye. Meanwhile the hellish tattoo of the heart increased. It 

grew quicker and quicker, and louder and louder every instant. The old man’s terror must have been 

extreme! It grew louder, I say, louder every moment!—do you mark me well? I have told you that I am 

nervous: so I am. And now at the dead hour of the night, amid the dreadful silence of that old house, so 

strange a noise as this excited me to uncontrollable terror. 

Yet for some minutes longer I refrained and stood still. But the beating grew louder, louder! I thought 

the heart must burst. And now a new anxiety seized me—the sound would be heard by a neighbour! 

The old man’s hour had come! With a loud yell, I threw open the lantern and leaped into the room. He 

shrieked once—once only. In an instant I dragged him to the floor and pulled the heavy bed over him. I 

then smiled gaily, to find the deed so far done. But, for many minutes, the heart beat on with a muffled 
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sound. This, however, did not vex me; it would not be heard through the wall. At length it ceased. The 

old man was dead. 

I removed the bed and examined the corpse. Yes, he was stone, stone dead. I placed my hand upon the 

heart and held it there many minutes. There was no pulsation. He was stone dead. His eye would 

trouble me no more. 

If still you think me mad, you will think so no longer when I describe the wise precautions I took for 

the concealment of the body. The night waned, and I worked hastily, but in silence. First of all I 

dismembered the corpse. I cut off the head and the arms and the legs. 

I then took up three planks from the flooring of the chamber, and deposited all between the scantlings. I 

then replaced the boards so cleverly, so cunningly, that no human eye—not even his—could have 

detected anything wrong. There was nothing to wash out—no stain of any kind—no blood-spot 

whatever. I had been too wary for that. A tub had caught all—ha! ha! 

When I had made an end of these labours, it was four o’clock—still dark as midnight. As the bell 

sounded the hour, there came a knocking at the street door. I went down to open it with a light heart—

for what had I now to fear? There entered three men, who introduced themselves, with perfect suavity, 

as officers of the police. A shriek had been heard by a neighbour during the night; suspicion of foul 

play had been aroused; information had been lodged at the police office, and they had been deputed to 

search the premises. 

I smiled—for what had I to fear? I bade the gentlemen welcome. The shriek, I said, was my own in a 

dream. The old man, I said, was absent in the country. I took my visitors all over the house. I bade them 

search—search well. I led them, at length, to his chamber. I showed them his treasures, secure, 

undisturbed. In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I brought chairs into the room and desired them here 

to rest from their fatigues, while I myself, in the wild audacity of my perfect triumph, placed my own 

seat upon the very spot beneath which reposed the corpse of the victim. 

The officers were satisfied. My manner had convinced them. I was singularly at ease. They sat and 

while I answered cheerily, they chatted of familiar things. But, ere long, I felt myself getting pale. I 

wished them gone. My head ached, and I fancied a ringing in my ears; but still they sat and still chatted. 

The ringing became more distinct; I talked more freely to get rid of the feeling; but it continued and 

became more distinct—until, at length, I found that the noise was not within my ears. 

No doubt I now grew very pale; but I talked more fluently, and with a heightened voice. Yet the sound 

increased—and what could I do? It was a low, dull, quick sound—much such a sound as a watch makes 

when enveloped in cotton. I gasped for breath—and yet the officers heard it not. I talked more quickly, 
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more vehemently; but the noise steadily increased. I arose and argued about trifles, in a high key and 

with violent gesticulations; but the noise steadily increased. Why would they not go? I paced the floor 

to and fro with heavy strides, as if excited to fury by the observations of the men—but the noise 

steadily increased. Oh God! what could I do? I foamed—I raved—I swore! I swung the chair upon 

which I had been sitting and grated it upon the boards, but the noise arose over all and continually 

increased. It grew louder—louder—louder! 

And still the men chatted pleasantly, and smiled. Was it possible they heard not? Almighty God!—no, 

no! They heard!—they suspected!—they knew!—they were making a mockery of my horror!—this I 

thought, and this I think. But anything was better than this agony! Anything was more tolerable than 

this derision! I could bear those hypocritical smiles no longer! I felt that I must scream or die! And 

now—again! hark! louder! louder! louder! 

―Villains!‖ I shrieked, ―dissemble no more! I admit the deed!—tear up the planks! here, here!—It is the 

beating of his hideous heart!‖ 

Summary of the Story 

The Tell-Tale Heart is a famous short story by Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849). It is a Gothic and 

psychological horror story. The story is told by an unnamed narrator who insists that he is not mad. 

However, his strange thoughts and actions make the reader question his mental condition. The main 

themes of the story are madness, guilt, fear, murder, and the power of conscience. 

The narrator begins by saying that he is nervous but not insane. He claims that his senses have 

become very sharp, especially his sense of hearing. He says that he can hear things that ordinary people 

cannot hear. He then tells the story of a crime he has committed. 

The narrator lives with an old man. He says that he has no hatred for the old man and that the 

old man has never harmed him. He also has no interest in the old man's money. However, the old man 

has one eye that looks like the eye of a vulture. The narrator is extremely disturbed by this eye. He 

becomes obsessed with it and decides to kill the old man so that he will never have to see the eye again. 

For seven nights, the narrator secretly enters the old man's room at midnight while he is 

sleeping. He opens the door very slowly and uses a dark lantern. He carefully shines a small amount of 

light toward the old man's eye. Every night, however, the old man's eye is closed. The narrator believes 

that he cannot kill the man until the eye is open. 

On the eighth night, the narrator enters the room again. This time, the old man wakes up and 

asks, ―Who's there?‖ The narrator remains completely still for a long time. The old man becomes 

frightened because he senses that someone is in the room. The narrator watches him silently and waits. 
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Finally, the narrator opens his lantern and sees the old man's eye. At the same time, he hears 

what he believes is the beating of the old man's heart. The sound becomes louder and faster. The 

narrator becomes increasingly excited and afraid that a neighbour might hear the sound. He finally 

attacks the old man and kills him by pulling the bed over him. 

After the murder, the narrator carefully hides the body. He cuts the body into pieces and places 

them under the floorboards. He cleans the room carefully so that there is no blood or other evidence. He 

believes that he has committed the perfect crime and that nobody will discover what he has done. 

Soon, three police officers arrive at the house. A neighbour has heard a cry during the night and 

has reported it to the police. The narrator remains calm and confidently allows the officers to search the 

house. He tells them that the old man is away in the country. He takes them through the house and 

finally brings them into the old man's room. 

The narrator becomes so confident that he places his chair directly over the place where the 

body is hidden. At first, he talks comfortably with the officers. However, he gradually begins to hear a 

strange sound. It is the same sound that he heard before killing the old man—the sound of a beating 

heart. 

The sound becomes louder and louder in the narrator's mind. He becomes extremely nervous. 

He talks more loudly and moves around the room, hoping to hide the sound. However, the sound 

continues to grow. The police officers seem calm and do not appear to hear anything. 

The narrator finally believes that the officers know his secret and are pretending not to know. 

Unable to tolerate the psychological pressure, he becomes desperate and confesses the murder. He cries 

out for the officers to tear up the floorboards because, according to him, the dead man's heart is beating 

beneath them. 

The story explores several important themes. Guilt is the most important theme. Although the 

narrator successfully hides the body, he cannot escape his own conscience. The beating heart represents 

his guilt and fear. Madness is another major theme. The narrator repeatedly says that he is not mad, but 

his obsession with the old man's eye and his careful planning of the murder suggest otherwise. His 

unreliable narration makes readers question what is real and what exists only in his troubled mind. Fear 

and psychological conflict are also central to the story. The narrator is afraid of being discovered, and 

this fear eventually becomes stronger than his desire to hide the crime. 

The Tell-Tale Heart is a powerful psychological horror story. Poe does not focus only on the 

murder; he focuses mainly on the mind of the murderer. The narrator's growing fear, guilt, and madness 

create suspense throughout the story. The beating heart becomes a powerful symbol of conscience and 



SMM KADEPUR 48 

 

guilt. The story ultimately suggests that a person may hide a crime from other people, but it is 

extremely difficult to escape from one's own guilty conscience. 

 

Important Questions 

1. What is the central theme of Edgar Allan Poe’s short story “The Tell-Tale Heart”?  

2. Why does the narrator decide to kill the old man?  

3. How does Poe present the narrator’s madness and psychological condition?  

4. What is the symbolic significance of the beating heart in the story?  

5. How does guilt lead the narrator to confess the murder at the end of the story? 

Multiple choice Questions 

 1. Who is the author of “The Tell-Tale Heart”? 

A) Nathaniel Hawthorne B) Edgar Allan Poe 

C) Walt Whitman  D) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

2. What type of story is “The Tell-Tale Heart”? 

A) Historical story    B) Romantic story 

C) Gothic and psychological horror story D) Comedy 

3. Who is the main narrator of the story? 

A) The old man B) A police officer C) An unnamed person D) A neighbour 

4. Why does the narrator decide to kill the old man? 

A) He wants the old man’s money.    B) The old man has insulted him. 

C) He is frightened and obsessed by the old man’s eye. D) The old man has attacked him. 

5. How does the narrator describe the old man’s eye? 

A) Like an eagle’s eye  B) Like a vulture’s eye 

C) Like a cat’s eye   D) Like a snake’s eye 

6. For how many nights does the narrator secretly watch the old man before killing him? 

A) Five nights  B) Six nights C) Seven nights D) Ten nights 

7. Where does the narrator hide the old man’s body? 

A) In the garden B) In a cupboard C) Under the floorboards D) In a well 

8. Why do the police come to the narrator’s house? 

A) They receive a report about a strange sound or cry. B) The narrator calls them. 

C) They are looking for the old man.   D) They are searching for stolen money. 

9. What does the narrator believe he hears while the police are in the room? 
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A) The old man’s voice   B) A dog barking 

C) The beating of the old man’s heart D) A church bell 

10. Why does the narrator finally confess the murder? 

A) The police force him to confess.  B) He feels unable to bear the sound and his guilt. 

C) The old man appears before him.  D) His neighbour tells the police everything. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Point at Issue! 

- Kate Chopin (1851-1904): 
 

Life and works of Kate Chopin 

Kate Chopin (1850–1904) was an important American writer known for her short stories and 

novels about women, marriage, family, and personal freedom. She was born as Katherine O’Flaherty on 

February 8, 1850, in St. Louis, Missouri. She grew up in a well-educated family and was encouraged to 

read literature. Her father died when she was young, and she was mainly raised by her mother, 

grandmother, and great-grandmother. These women influenced her understanding of women’s lives and 

experiences. In 1870, Kate married Oscar Chopin, a businessman from Louisiana. After marriage, she 

lived in New Orleans and later in the countryside of Louisiana. She became familiar with Creole culture 

and life in Louisiana, which later became an important background for many of her stories. After her 

husband died in 1882, Chopin returned to St. Louis and began writing seriously to support her family 

and express her ideas. 

Chopin wrote many short stories and two important novels. Her first novel was At Fault, 

published in 1890. Her most famous novel, The Awakening, was published in 1899. The novel tells the 

story of Edna Pontellier, a married woman who searches for personal identity, independence, and 

emotional freedom. The book was considered controversial because of its treatment of female 

independence and social expectations. Chopin also wrote many successful short stories. Her famous 

works include Désirée’s Baby, The Story of an Hour, A Pair of Silk Stockings, The Storm, and The 

Dream of an Hour. Her stories often explore women’s desire for freedom, the restrictions of marriage, 

social class, race, and identity. 

During her lifetime, Chopin did not always receive positive critical attention. However, her 

reputation grew greatly during the twentieth century. Today, she is regarded as an important early 

feminist writer and a significant figure in American literature. Her works are valued for their realistic 

portrayal of women and their challenge to traditional social expectations. Kate Chopin died on August 
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22, 1904, in St. Louis. Her writing continues to be widely read because it deals with universal questions 

of freedom, identity, marriage, gender, and individual choice. 

Introduction of the story 

A Point at Issue! is an early short story by Kate Chopin (1850–1904). It was first published in 

1890. The story is an important example of Chopin’s interest in marriage, women’s independence, 

personal freedom, and changing social ideas. Even in her early writing, Chopin questions traditional 

ideas about the roles of husbands and wives. 

The story focuses on Charles and Eleanor, a young married couple. They love each other 

deeply, but they have different ideas about marriage and personal independence. Eleanor believes that a 

woman should have the freedom to develop her own interests and identity. She does not want marriage 

to completely control her life. Charles also has modern ideas and accepts the idea that husband and wife 

should have some independence. 

The main conflict in the story comes from the couple’s attempt to balance love and 

independence. They decide to give each other freedom and live as two independent individuals. 

However, when they are separated for some time, they begin to experience jealousy, doubt, and 

emotional difficulties. Their experience shows that freedom in marriage is not always easy to achieve. 

The story is important because Chopin presents marriage as a relationship between two individuals 

rather than a relationship in which one person controls the other. She suggests that mutual respect, trust, 

understanding, and individual freedom are necessary for a healthy relationship. 

The story also reflects the changing position of women in nineteenth-century America. Through 

Eleanor’s character, Chopin questions the traditional belief that a married woman should give up her 

personal identity and interests. The story has a simple style, but its ideas are thoughtful and progressive. 

In conclusion, A Point at Issue! is a significant early work by Kate Chopin. It explores marriage, 

equality, independence, jealousy, trust, and individual identity. The story introduces ideas that later 

became central to Chopin’s famous novel The Awakening. 

Text 

Charles and Eleanor are a young married couple who love each other deeply. They are different 

from many married couples of their time because they believe that husband and wife should have 

freedom and independence. They do not want marriage to destroy their individual identities. 

Eleanor is an intelligent and independent woman. She believes that a wife should have her own 

interests, opinions, and activities. Charles respects her ideas. Both of them agree that they should give 
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each other complete freedom. They believe that love becomes stronger when it is based on trust rather 

than control. 

For some time, their unusual marriage seems successful. Eleanor spends time on her own 

interests, while Charles also follows his own activities. They do not constantly ask each other where 

they are or what they are doing. They believe that this arrangement proves their love and confidence in 

each other. 

However, when Charles and Eleanor are separated for some time, their confidence is tested. 

Eleanor begins to feel lonely and uncertain. She starts thinking about Charles and wonders whether he 

is completely faithful to her. Charles also experiences similar feelings. Although they have agreed to 

give each other freedom, they discover that jealousy and doubt are difficult to control. 

Their experience makes them understand that freedom in marriage is not simply the absence of 

rules. A successful marriage also requires love, trust, communication, and emotional understanding. 

Their experiment with complete independence makes them think more deeply about their relationship. 

Kate Chopin uses the story to question the traditional idea that marriage should completely 

control a woman’s life. At the same time, she shows that personal freedom must be balanced with 

emotional responsibility. The story is therefore an important early discussion of marriage, equality, 

independence, trust, and individual identity. 

Note: The following is a simple-English adaptation of the story, not the original published text. 

Summary of the story 

A Point at Issue! is an early short story by Kate Chopin. It focuses on Charles Faraday and 

Eleanor Gail, a newly married couple who believe that marriage should not destroy the freedom and 

individuality of either partner. The story explores love, marriage, equality, independence, trust, and 

jealousy.  

The story begins with the announcement of Charles and Eleanor’s marriage in a local 

newspaper. Eleanor is unhappy about this announcement because she does not like public attention or 

traditional social customs. She is an intelligent and independent woman who does not want to follow 

the usual expectations of married women. Charles admires her intelligence and progressive ideas. Both 

believe that husband and wife should remain independent individuals even after marriage. 

After their European honeymoon, they make an unusual decision. Eleanor stays in Paris to learn 

French, while Charles returns to America. They plan to live separately for much of the year but remain 

loyal to each other. They believe that physical separation will not weaken their love. They continue 
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their relationship through regular letters. Their decision shocks the people in their American community 

because it is very different from traditional ideas about marriage.  

While Charles is in America, he spends time with the Beaton family. He particularly enjoys the 

company of Kitty Beaton, a young and attractive woman. Charles openly writes to Eleanor about his 

admiration for Kitty. He believes that Eleanor is so logical and modern that she will not become 

jealous. However, Eleanor does become jealous. Her letters to Charles become cold, and she begins to 

suffer emotionally. This is the first serious test of their belief in complete marital freedom.  

When Charles finally travels to Paris to meet Eleanor, he notices that she seems disturbed and 

secretive. He also sees her with a handsome young man. Charles becomes suspicious and jealous. Later, 

he sees Eleanor riding in a carriage with the same man. He becomes extremely angry and imagines 

confronting the man. His jealousy makes him realize that his own emotions are stronger than his 

intellectual ideas about marriage. 

When Charles returns home, Eleanor introduces the mysterious man. He is actually an artist 

who has painted Eleanor’s portrait. She had been meeting him for this artistic project and wanted the 

finished portrait to be a surprise for Charles. Charles realizes that he has misunderstood the situation.  

Eleanor then explains that she had become jealous after reading Charles’s comments about 

Kitty. She admits that, although she believes in intellectual freedom and equality, she cannot 

completely control her emotional feelings. She also tells Charles that she wants to return to America 

with him. Charles is delighted by this decision. He realizes that Eleanor is capable of jealousy just as he 

is. 

The ending is slightly ironic. Charles thinks of Eleanor affectionately but concludes that she is 

only a woman after all. This shows that, despite their progressive ideas, traditional attitudes about 

women still influence him. Chopin therefore presents marriage as a difficult balance between individual 

freedom and emotional attachment.  

A Point at Issue! is an important early story by Kate Chopin. It questions traditional ideas about 

marriage and presents a woman who wants to preserve her individuality. At the same time, it shows that 

freedom without trust and emotional understanding can create difficulties. The story suggests that a 

successful marriage needs love, equality, honesty, trust, and mutual respect. 

 

Important questions 

1. What is the central theme of Kate Chopin’s short story “A Point at Issue!”?  

2. Discuss the character of Eleanor Gail and her views about marriage and women’s independence.  
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3. How does the story present the conflict between love and individual freedom?  

4. How do jealousy and misunderstanding affect the relationship between Charles and Eleanor?  

5. Discuss how Kate Chopin challenges the traditional ideas about marriage and the role of women 

in “A Point at Issue!”. 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. Who is the author of the story “A Point at Issue!”? 

A) Emily Dickinson B) Kate Chopin C) Edith Wharton D) Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

2. Who are the main characters in the story? 

A) Hester and Dimmesdale B) Charles and Eleanor C) John and Mary D) Robert and Edna 

3. What is the relationship between Charles and Eleanor? 

A) Brother and sister B) Friends C) Husband and wife D) Teacher and student 

4. What is the main issue discussed in the story? 

A) Education B) Marriage and individual freedom C) War  D) Poverty 

5. What does Eleanor strongly believe in? 

A) Complete dependence on her husband B) Women’s independence and individuality 

C) Strict religious rules  D) Traditional family values only 

6. Why do Charles and Eleanor decide to live separately for some time? 

A) They dislike each other. B) They want to test their ideas about independence in marriage. 

C) They want to get divorced. D) They have financial problems. 

7. Where does Eleanor stay while Charles returns to America? 

A) London B) Paris C) Rome D) New York 

8. Who is Kitty Beaton? 

A) Eleanor’s sister     B) Charles’s mother 

C) A young woman whom Charles admires  D) Eleanor’s teacher 

9. What emotion does Eleanor experience when she reads about Charles’s interest in Kitty? 

A) Happiness  B) Jealousy  C) Pride  D) Anger at Kitty’s family 

10. What is the main message of the story? 

A) Marriage requires complete separation.  B) Women should never marry. 

C) Love and marriage require freedom, trust, equality, and understanding. 

D) Jealousy always strengthens marriage. 

 

======================================================================  
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Module IV- 19
th

 Century American Novel 

 

The Scarlet Letter (1850) 

                           - Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64) 

Life and works of Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64) 

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804–1864) was one of the most important American writers of the 

nineteenth century. He was born on July 4, 1804, in Salem, Massachusetts. His family had a long 

history in New England, and one of his ancestors was a Puritan judge involved in the Salem witch 

trials. This family history deeply influenced Hawthorne’s imagination and his interest in sin, guilt, 

punishment, and moral conflict. His father was a sea captain who died when Hawthorne was young. 

After his father’s death, Hawthorne grew up in a quiet and somewhat isolated environment. 

Hawthorne studied at Bowdoin College in Maine and graduated in 1825. He decided to become 

a writer and spent many years living a private life while developing his literary skills. He wrote short 

stories, novels, and essays. His writing is known for its dark atmosphere, symbolism, imagination, and 

psychological depth. He often explored the conflict between good and evil and the effects of hidden 

guilt on human beings. 

Hawthorne’s most famous novel is The Scarlet Letter, published in 1850. It tells the story of 

Hester Prynne, a woman who is punished by her Puritan community for committing adultery. The novel 

explores themes of sin, guilt, shame, love, and social judgment. Another important novel is The House 

of the Seven Gables (1851), which deals with family history, inherited guilt, and the effects of the past. 

Hawthorne also wrote many famous short stories. The Minister’s Black Veil, Young Goodman Brown, 

The Birth-Mark, and Rappaccini’s Daughter are among his best-known works. These stories use 

symbolism and supernatural elements to explore human weaknesses and moral problems. 

Hawthorne married Sophia Peabody in 1842, and they had three children. He also worked for 

some time at the Salem Custom House and later served as a United States consul in Liverpool, England. 

He died on May 19, 1864, in Plymouth, New Hampshire. Nathaniel Hawthorne is remembered as a 

major figure of American Romanticism and Dark Romanticism. His powerful use of symbolism, moral 

themes, and psychological insight made his works an important part of American literature. 

Introduction of the novel  

The novel The Scarlet Letter is a famous novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804–1864). It 

was published in 1850 and is considered one of the greatest novels of nineteenth-century American 
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literature. The novel is set in a strict Puritan society in seventeenth-century Boston, Massachusetts. 

Hawthorne uses the story to explore human nature, sin, guilt, punishment, love, and social judgment. 

The central character of the novel is Hester Prynne, a young woman who is punished by her Puritan 

community for committing adultery. She is required to wear a red letter A on her clothes as a public 

sign of her sin. Instead of leaving the community, Hester faces her punishment with courage and 

becomes a strong and independent woman. Her daughter, Pearl, is an important part of the story. Pearl 

is intelligent, unusual, and closely connected with her mother’s past. 

The other important characters are Arthur Dimmesdale, a respected Puritan minister, and Roger 

Chillingworth, Hester’s husband. Dimmesdale is secretly the father of Pearl, but he does not publicly 

accept his responsibility. Because he hides his guilt, he suffers greatly. Chillingworth becomes obsessed 

with discovering and punishing Dimmesdale. His desire for revenge gradually destroys his own 

humanity. 

The scarlet letter A is the most important symbol in the novel. At first, it represents adultery, 

shame, and punishment. However, as the story develops, its meaning changes. It can also represent 

Hester’s strength, independence, and ability to survive social rejection. 

Hawthorne uses symbolism, irony, psychological description, and historical setting throughout 

the novel. He questions whether society has the right to judge and punish individuals for their private 

sins. The novel also shows that hidden guilt can be more painful than public punishment. 

In conclusion, The Scarlet Letter is a powerful novel about sin, guilt, love, punishment, freedom, and 

human dignity. Through Hester, Dimmesdale, Pearl, and Chillingworth, Hawthorne presents a deep 

study of human nature and the conflict between individual freedom and strict social rules. 

Important characters 

1. Hester Prynne- Hester Prynne is the central character of The Scarlet Letter. She is a young woman 

who is punished by the strict Puritan society for committing adultery. She is forced to wear the scarlet 

letter “A” on her dress as a sign of her sin. Hester refuses to reveal the name of her partner and bravely 

accepts her punishment. She raises her daughter Pearl alone and gradually earns the respect of the 

community through her kindness, hard work, and courage. She represents strength, independence, 

dignity, and resistance to social judgment. 

2. Arthur Dimmesdale- Arthur Dimmesdale is a respected Puritan minister and the secret father of 

Pearl. He is Hester’s partner in her sin, but he does not publicly accept his responsibility. Although he is 

admired by the people for his religious goodness, he suffers deeply from guilt and shame. His hidden 
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sin causes great mental and physical suffering. His character represents secret guilt, inner conflict, 

hypocrisy, and repentance. 

3. Roger Chillingworth- Roger Chillingworth is Hester’s husband. He returns to Boston after a long 

absence and discovers that Hester has had a child with another man. He secretly tries to discover the 

identity of Pearl’s father and eventually learns that it is Dimmesdale. Chillingworth becomes obsessed 

with revenge and spends years psychologically tormenting Dimmesdale. His character shows the 

destructive power of revenge, hatred, and obsession. 

4. Pearl - Pearl is the daughter of Hester Prynne and Arthur Dimmesdale. She is a beautiful, intelligent, 

imaginative, and unusual child. She is often connected with the scarlet letter because she is the living 

result of Hester’s sin. Pearl is also closely connected with nature and does not easily follow the rules of 

Puritan society. She represents nature, freedom, truth, innocence, and the consequences of sin. 

5. Governor Bellingham -Governor Bellingham is a powerful political leader in the Puritan 

community. He represents the strict laws and social authority of Puritan Boston. He participates in the 

judgment of Hester and believes strongly in the moral rules of the society. His character represents 

social authority and strict Puritan law. 

6. Reverend John Wilson -Reverend John Wilson is an elderly and respected Puritan clergyman. He is 

one of the important religious figures in Boston. He represents the traditional religious beliefs and 

moral values of Puritan society. His character helps show the strong influence of religion on the lives of 

the people. 

7. Mistress Hibbins- Mistress Hibbins is the sister of Governor Bellingham. She is presented as a 

woman associated with witchcraft and the supernatural. She often appears as a mysterious and dark 

figure. Through her character, Hawthorne introduces the beliefs and fears surrounding witchcraft in 

Puritan society. 

8. The Puritan Community-The Puritan community is an important collective presence in the novel. 

The people of Boston judge Hester and treat her as a sinner because she has committed adultery. They 

represent public opinion, social pressure, religious rules, and moral judgment. However, their attitude 

toward Hester changes gradually as they observe her kindness and good work. 

9. Governor Winthrop- Governor Winthrop is based on the historical Puritan leader John Winthrop. 

He is mentioned in the novel in connection with the political and religious life of colonial Boston. His 

death is referred to during an important part of the story. His presence helps connect the fictional events 

of the novel with the real history of Puritan New England. 
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10. The Sexton - The sexton is a minor character who appears near the end of the novel. He is 

connected with the church and helps reveal the reaction of ordinary people to Dimmesdale’s death. His 

comments also show how the community interprets important events according to its religious beliefs. 

Outline summary of the novel 

The Scarlet Letter is a famous historical novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It is set in seventeenth-

century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts. The novel tells the story of Hester Prynne, a woman who is 

publicly punished for adultery. She is forced to wear a red letter ―A‖ on her clothes. The story deals 

with important themes such as sin, guilt, punishment, revenge, love, social judgment, freedom, and 

redemption. The novel has 24 chapters, along with an introductory section called “The Custom-House.‖ 

Chapter 1 – The Prison-Door 

The novel begins by describing a prison in Puritan Boston. Hawthorne describes the prison as an 

old and dark building. Near the prison there is a wild rose bush. The rose is a symbol of hope and 

beauty in a harsh society. The chapter prepares the reader for the story of Hester Prynne. 

Chapter 2 – The Market-Place 

A crowd gathers outside the prison to see Hester Prynne. She comes out carrying her baby, 

Pearl. She is wearing a beautiful red letter “A” on her dress. The letter is a punishment for adultery. 

Hester refuses to reveal the name of the child's father. She stands bravely before the crowd while people 

criticize her. 

Chapter 3 – The Recognition 

Hester sees a strange man in the crowd. He is actually her missing husband, Roger 

Chillingworth. He has returned to Boston after being away for a long time. He discovers that Hester has 

committed adultery and secretly decides to find the child's father. Hester is questioned by Reverend 

Dimmesdale, but she refuses to name him. 

Chapter 4 – The Interview 

Chillingworth visits Hester in prison. He asks her who the father of Pearl is, but Hester refuses 

to tell him. Chillingworth promises that he will discover the man's identity. He also asks Hester to keep 

his identity as her husband secret. He begins his plan for revenge. 
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Chapter 5 – Hester at Her Needle 

After leaving prison, Hester lives in a small cottage outside Boston. She earns money by sewing 

clothes. Although she is rejected by society, she becomes known for her skill and hard work. She helps 

poor people and those in need. However, the scarlet letter continues to separate her from the 

community. 

Chapter 6 – Pearl 

Hester's daughter, Pearl, is a beautiful but unusual child. She is intelligent, imaginative, and 

independent. Hester sees Pearl as both a blessing and a reminder of her sin. Pearl is fascinated by the 

scarlet letter on her mother's dress. She asks questions about it, but Hester cannot explain its complete 

meaning to her. 

Chapter 7 – The Governor's Hall 

Hester visits Governor Bellingham's house because she wants to give him a pair of gloves. She 

is worried that the authorities may take Pearl away from her. Pearl is attracted to the decorations in the 

Governor's house and to the image of the scarlet letter. 

Chapter 8 – The Elf-Child and the Minister 

Governor Bellingham, Reverend Wilson, and Reverend Dimmesdale discuss whether Hester is a 

suitable mother for Pearl. They believe Pearl may need to be separated from Hester because of her 

mother's sin. Hester strongly argues that Pearl is her child and should remain with her. Dimmesdale 

supports Hester and persuades the authorities to let Pearl stay with her. 

Chapter 9 – The Leech 

Chillingworth becomes known as a skilled physician. He becomes a close companion of 

Dimmesdale because the minister is suffering from poor health. Chillingworth suspects that 

Dimmesdale is Pearl's father. He begins to study the minister carefully. His role as a doctor gives him 

an opportunity to investigate Dimmesdale's secret. 

Chapter 10 – The Leech and His Patient 

Chillingworth and Dimmesdale spend more time together. Chillingworth becomes increasingly 

suspicious of Dimmesdale. One day, while Dimmesdale is sleeping, Chillingworth sees something on 
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his chest that confirms his suspicion. He realizes that Dimmesdale is Pearl's father. Chillingworth 

becomes obsessed with revenge. 

Chapter 11 – The Interior of a Heart 

Dimmesdale suffers greatly because he hides his sin. The people of Boston think he is a holy 

man, but he knows that he is guilty. His secret guilt causes mental and physical suffering. Chillingworth 

deliberately increases Dimmesdale's pain. Dimmesdale cannot confess his sin publicly. 

Chapter 12 – The Minister's Vigil 

Dimmesdale goes to the marketplace at night and stands on the scaffold where Hester was 

publicly punished. He wants to confess his sin but does not have the courage to do so. Hester and Pearl 

see him there. Governor Bellingham and others pass by without understanding what is happening. A 

mysterious light appears in the sky, which some people interpret as a symbol. 

Chapter 13 – Another View of Hester 

Over the years, Hester becomes stronger and more independent. People begin to respect her 

because of her kindness and helpful nature. Some even interpret the letter ―A‖ as meaning “Able” 

rather than adultery. Hester begins to question the strict rules of Puritan society and thinks about the 

position of women. 

Chapter 14 – Hester and the Physician 

Hester meets Chillingworth near the sea. She tells him that he is harming Dimmesdale through 

his revenge. She asks him to stop. Chillingworth admits that he has become a different person because 

of his desire for revenge. Hester feels sorry for him but knows that his actions are wrong. 

Chapter 15 – Hester and Pearl 

Hester tells Pearl that the scarlet letter is connected with the ―Black Man,‖ a symbol of evil. 

Pearl asks whether Dimmesdale also wears a similar mark. Hester refuses to answer. Pearl's questions 

show that children can understand hidden truths even when adults try to hide them. 

Chapter 16 – A Forest Walk 

Hester and Pearl walk through the forest to meet Dimmesdale. The forest represents freedom 

from the strict rules of Puritan society. Pearl enjoys the natural environment. Hester feels more free in 

the forest because she is away from the judgment of the community. 
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Chapter 17 – The Pastor and His Parishioner 

Hester meets Dimmesdale in the forest. They discuss their suffering and their secret 

relationship. Hester tells him that Chillingworth is her husband. Dimmesdale is shocked. Hester 

encourages him to leave Boston with her. They begin to hope for a new life together. 

Chapter 18 – A Flood of Sunshine 

Dimmesdale agrees to leave Boston with Hester and Pearl. Hester removes the scarlet letter and 

lets down her hair. The sunlight shines on her, suggesting freedom and happiness. Dimmesdale also 

feels free for a short time. However, Pearl does not recognize her mother without the scarlet letter and 

refuses to accept her until Hester puts it back on. 

Chapter 19 – The Child at the Brook-Side 

Pearl refuses to cross the stream until Hester puts the scarlet letter back on her dress. This shows 

that the letter has become an important part of Hester's identity. Dimmesdale accepts Pearl and 

recognizes her as his daughter. The family prepares to return to the town. 

Chapter 20 – The Minister in a Maze 

On his way back to Boston, Dimmesdale feels strangely different. He is tempted to behave 

badly and even thinks about evil thoughts. He realizes that leaving Boston will not immediately free 

him from his guilt. Chillingworth discovers that Dimmesdale plans to leave with Hester and decides to 

stop him. 

Chapter 21 – The New England Holiday 

The people of Boston gather for a public celebration. Hester and Pearl attend the event. Hester is 

worried because she knows that Chillingworth is also there. The public celebration creates a contrast 

with the private suffering of the main characters. 

Chapter 22 – The Procession 

Dimmesdale takes part in the public procession. The people admire him and consider him a holy 

man. Hester watches him from a distance. She realizes that something important is about to happen. 

The Native American visitors and sailors add to the atmosphere of the celebration. 
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Chapter 23 – The Revelation of the Scarlet Letter 

Dimmesdale gives a powerful speech and then walks toward the scaffold. He calls Hester and 

Pearl to join him. He finally confesses publicly that he is Pearl's father. He reveals a mark on his chest, 

which shows his hidden guilt. Chillingworth tries to stop him, but he cannot. Dimmesdale dies after 

confessing his sin. Hester and Pearl remain with him. 

Chapter 24 – Conclusion 

After Dimmesdale's death, Chillingworth loses his purpose because his revenge is finished. He 

dies soon afterward and leaves his wealth to Pearl. Pearl becomes wealthy and eventually establishes 

her own life in Europe. Hester later returns to Boston and continues to wear the scarlet letter by choice. 

She becomes a source of advice and comfort for women who suffer. After her death, Hester is buried 

near Dimmesdale, and their graves are marked by a single tombstone bearing the scarlet letter “A.” 

The Scarlet Letter is a powerful study of human nature and society. Hester represents strength 

and independence, Dimmesdale represents hidden guilt and repentance, Chillingworth represents 

revenge, and Pearl represents nature, truth, and freedom. The meaning of the scarlet letter changes 

throughout the novel. At first, it represents shame and sin, but later it also represents Hester's strength 

and ability to survive. Through these characters and events, Hawthorne shows that public punishment is 

not always as painful as secret guilt and that forgiveness, honesty, and human understanding are 

important qualities in life. 

Important question  

Broad Question 

1. Discuss The Scarlet Letter as a novel of sin, guilt, punishment, and redemption.  

2. Give a detailed character sketch of Hester Prynne and discuss her role in the novel.  

3. Discuss the character of Arthur Dimmesdale and explain his inner conflict and suffering.  

4. Examine the character of Roger Chillingworth and discuss how his desire for revenge changes 

him.  

5. Discuss the symbolic significance of the scarlet letter ―A‖ in the novel.  

Short Notes 

6. Why is Hester Prynne forced to wear the scarlet letter ―A‖?  

7. Who is Pearl, and what does she symbolize in the novel?  

8. Why does Dimmesdale refuse to reveal his relationship with Hester publicly?  
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9. What is the significance of the forest in The Scarlet Letter?  

10. How does Hester’s position in the Puritan community change by the end of the novel?  

Answers 

1) Write a note on the characters of Hester Prynne in the novel. 

Hester Prynne is the central character and the heroine of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel The 

Scarlet Letter (1850). She is a strong, brave, and independent woman who faces the strict judgment of 

Puritan society. Her character is important because Hawthorne uses her to explore the themes of sin, 

punishment, love, freedom, and human dignity. 

Hester is punished for committing adultery. She gives birth to a daughter, Pearl, and refuses to 

reveal the name of Pearl’s father. As punishment, she is forced to wear a scarlet letter ―A‖ on her 

clothes. The letter publicly identifies her as an adulteress. Although the people of the Puritan 

community insult and reject her, Hester does not lose her courage. She accepts her punishment with 

dignity and continues to live independently. 

Hester is also a loving and responsible mother. She takes great care of Pearl and works hard to 

provide for her. She earns her living through sewing and embroidery. She does not depend on others for 

financial support. Her hard work and kindness gradually change the opinion of the people around her. 

Another important quality of Hester is her compassion. She helps poor and sick people and gives 

support to those who are suffering. Because of her good actions, the meaning of the scarlet letter 

gradually changes. People begin to think that ―A‖ may stand for ―Able‖ rather than simply 

―Adulteress.‖ This shows Hester’s moral growth. 

Hester is also a thoughtful and independent thinker. Her experience makes her question the strict 

rules of Puritan society. She begins to understand that society should not judge people only by their 

mistakes. She develops sympathy for other people who suffer because of social rules. 

Hester has a complex relationship with Arthur Dimmesdale. She loves him but also understands his 

weakness and suffering. She tries to protect him from Chillingworth’s revenge. 

Hester Prynne is a strong, courageous, loving, compassionate, and independent woman. She 

changes from a publicly shamed woman into a respected and helpful member of society. Through 

Hester, Hawthorne shows that a person’s true character is determined not only by mistakes but also by 

courage, kindness, responsibility, and the ability to face suffering. 
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2) What are the various themes in the novel The Scarlet Letter? 

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter (1850) is a rich novel that explores several important 

themes related to human life, society, morality, and religion. The major themes of the novel are sin, 

guilt, punishment, revenge, love, social judgment, freedom, and redemption. 

Sin and Guilt are the central themes of the novel. Hester Prynne commits adultery and is 

publicly punished by the Puritan society. She openly accepts her sin and wears the scarlet letter ―A.‖ 

Arthur Dimmesdale is also guilty of the same sin, but he hides it from society. His secret guilt causes 

him great mental and physical suffering. Through these characters, Hawthorne shows that hidden guilt 

can be more painful than public punishment. 

Punishment and Social Judgment are also important themes. The Puritan community believes 

that Hester must be punished to protect its moral values. She is forced to wear the scarlet letter and is 

treated as an outcast. However, Hester gradually proves that a person can be good and helpful even 

after making a mistake. Hawthorne questions whether society has the right to judge people so harshly. 

Revenge is mainly represented through Roger Chillingworth. After discovering that 

Dimmesdale is Pearl’s father, Chillingworth becomes obsessed with revenge. His hatred changes him 

into a cruel and destructive person. Hawthorne shows that revenge can destroy the person who seeks it. 

Love and Relationships are represented through Hester and Dimmesdale. Their relationship 

leads to suffering, but Hester continues to care for Dimmesdale. Their love also creates Pearl, who 

becomes an important part of their lives. 

Freedom and Individuality are shown through Hester’s character. She gradually becomes 

independent and begins to question the strict rules of Puritan society. The forest also represents freedom 

from social restrictions. 

Finally, redemption and human transformation are important themes. Hester becomes a 

compassionate and respected woman through her good actions. Dimmesdale finds some relief through 

his public confession. 

The novel The Scarlet Letter shows that human beings are complex and cannot be judged only by their 

mistakes. Hawthorne emphasizes the importance of honesty, compassion, forgiveness, and personal 

responsibility. 

3) Discuss the symbolic significance of the scarlet letter “A” in the novel 

The scarlet letter ―A‖ is the most important symbol in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel The Scarlet 

Letter (1850). Hester Prynne is forced to wear the red letter ―A‖ on her dress as punishment for 



SMM KADEPUR 64 

 

committing adultery. At the beginning of the novel, the letter clearly represents ―Adultery.‖ It publicly 

identifies Hester as a sinner and separates her from the Puritan community. 

The letter also represents shame and social punishment. Hester has to wear it wherever she goes, 

so everyone can see her past mistake. The Puritan society uses the letter to humiliate and isolate her. 

However, Hester does not allow the punishment to destroy her. She faces her suffering with courage 

and dignity. 

As the story develops, the meaning of the letter gradually changes. Hester becomes a 

hardworking and compassionate woman. She helps poor people, cares for the sick, and supports those 

who are suffering. Because of her good actions, some people begin to interpret the letter ―A‖ as 

meaning ―Able.‖ Thus, the symbol changes from a sign of shame to a sign of strength, ability, and 

respect. 

The scarlet letter also represents Hester’s identity and independence. At first, the letter is 

imposed on her by society. Later, it becomes a part of her identity. She learns to live with it and 

develops her own ideas about society, morality, and human freedom. 

The letter also has a connection with Arthur Dimmesdale. Although Dimmesdale does not wear 

the letter publicly, he carries the burden of his sin in his heart. His hidden guilt causes great mental and 

physical suffering. In this way, the letter represents not only public shame but also secret guilt. 

Pearl, Hester’s daughter, is another living symbol of the letter. She is the result of Hester and 

Dimmesdale’s sin, but she is also full of life, freedom, and natural energy. 

The scarlet letter ―A‖ has many meanings. It represents adultery, shame, punishment, guilt, 

ability, strength, identity, and transformation. Hawthorne shows that the meaning of a symbol can 

change according to a person’s actions and growth. The scarlet letter ultimately becomes a symbol of 

Hester’s courage and human dignity. 

Multiple choice questions 

1. Who wrote the novel The Scarlet Letter? 

A) Ralph Waldo Emerson  B) Nathaniel Hawthorne 

C) Henry David Thoreau  D) Walt Whitman 

2. In which year was The Scarlet Letter published? 

A) 1837 B) 1845 C) 1850  D) 1864 

3. Where is the novel mainly set? 

A) New York  B) Boston C) Philadelphia  D) London 
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4. Which religious community is presented in the novel? 

A) Catholic B) Anglican  C) Puritan  D) Methodist 

5. Who is the central female character of the novel? 

A) Pearl B) Mistress Hibbins C) Hester Prynne D) Governor Bellingham 

6. What letter is Hester forced to wear? 

A) B  B) H  C) P  D) A 

7. What does the scarlet letter ―A‖ initially represent? 

A) Ambition  B) Adultery  C) Achievement D) Authority 

8. What is the name of Hester’s daughter? 

A) Mary  B) Pearl  C) Rose   D) Anne 

9. Who is Pearl’s father? 

A) Roger Chillingworth  B) Governor Bellingham 

C) Arthur Dimmesdale  D) John Wilson 

10. Who is Hester Prynne’s husband? 

A) Arthur Dimmesdale B) Roger Chillingworth 

C) John Wilson  D) Governor Bellingham 

11. What is Arthur Dimmesdale’s profession? 

A) Doctor B) Lawyer C) Minister  D) Merchant 

12. What is Roger Chillingworth’s profession? 

A) Soldier B) Physician  C) Teacher  D) Judge 

13. Why does Chillingworth seek revenge against Dimmesdale? 

A) Dimmesdale has stolen his money  B) Dimmesdale has insulted him 

C) Dimmesdale is Hester’s secret partner D) Dimmesdale has taken his position 

14. What does Chillingworth gradually become obsessed with? 

A) Wealth  B) Politics C) Revenge  D) Education 

15. What does Pearl mainly represent in the novel? 

A) Wealth   B) Nature, truth, and the consequence of sin 

C) Political power  D) Puritan authority 

16. What is the name of the place where Hester is publicly punished? 

A) The forest B) The marketplace C) The church D) The Governor’s house 

17. What does Hester do for a living? 

A) Teaching  B) Farming C) Sewing and embroidery D) Medicine 
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18. How does Hester gradually gain respect from the people? 

A) By becoming wealthy  B) By helping poor and needy people 

C) By leaving Boston   D) By becoming a political leader 

19. What does the scarlet letter eventually come to represent for some people? 

A) Ability and strength  B) Wealth and power 

C) Fear and death   D) Political authority 

20. What does the forest symbolize in the novel? 

A) Strict social rules  B) Freedom from Puritan society 

C) Political power  D) Wealth 

21. Who is Governor Bellingham? 

A) A doctor B) A Puritan political leader C) A sailor D) A writer 

22. Who is Mistress Hibbins? 

A) Hester’s sister  B) Governor Bellingham’s sister 

C) Pearl’s teacher  D) Chillingworth’s wife 

23. What does Mistress Hibbins represent? 

A) Puritan goodness       B) Wealth 

C) Witchcraft and the darker side of Puritan society  D) Education 

24. Why does Dimmesdale suffer greatly throughout the novel? 

A) He is poor    B) He secretly carries guilt for his sin 

C) He is physically disabled  D) He has lost his home 

25. What does Dimmesdale finally do at the end of the novel? 

A) Leaves Boston secretly  B) Confesses his sin publicly 

C) Marries Hester   D) Becomes a governor 

26. What happens to Dimmesdale after his public confession? 

A) He leaves Boston   B) He becomes governor 

C) He dies    D) He marries Hester 

27. What happens to Chillingworth after Dimmesdale’s death? 

A) He becomes a minister    B) He leaves for England 

C) He loses his purpose and dies soon afterward D) He becomes Hester’s friend 

28. What happens to Pearl at the end of the novel? 

A) She remains poor in Boston B) She inherits Chillingworth’s wealth and lives in Europe 

C) She becomes a Puritan minister D) She becomes a physician 
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29. Which of the following is a major theme of The Scarlet Letter? 

A) Sin, guilt, punishment, and redemption B) Adventure and exploration 

C) Science and technology    D) War and politics only 

30. What literary movement is Nathaniel Hawthorne commonly associated with? 

A) Modernism  B) Dark Romanticism  C) Classicism  D) Realism 
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